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Is writing the hiſtory of my life, 1 
have no other motive than amuſement 
the pilot arrived fafe i in port after a dan- 
gerous navigation loves to relate the 
perils he has paſſed, the remembrance 
making him doubly value the pleaſures | 
of repoſe.” A faithful picture of the 
events that have checquered in y life 
may alſo amuſe the reader, in pies if L 
Je my utmoſt wiſh will be gratified. 
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I was born in the capital of 2 a "pro. 


vince, which, by exchange, has paſſed _ 


under the dominion of France. My by 
father was an honeſt merchant, one of 


thoſe reſpectable citizens whoſe virtues 


do honour to their country, a and whoſe 
induſtry is ſerviceable to the ſtate. His 
ſtrict probity made him generally re- 
ſpected, while by his conduct and eco- 
nomy he acquired a tolerable fortune. 
I am the youngeſt of four ſons and three 


en that N his family. 


| My early years paſſed i in a vieating 
apathy, which rendered that æra the 


happieſt period of my life. I was about 


nine years old when my father, who 
deſigned me for an eccleſiaſtic, boarded 


me with a ſchoolmaſter, reputed the 


| beſt. in the town. Methinks I have now | 


2 before 
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before me M. Severe, the man Sho firſt 
inculcated into my memory all that 


* 


Latin traſh, which has, I know not why, KP 


been conſidered as the baſe of educa- 2 


tion. He was of a Coloſſean height, 


his body ſupported by legs that bore R 


ſtrong reſemblance to vine props; two 
large eyes which appeared ſtarting from 
their ſockets, and ſtrongly pourtrayed 


his harſh diſpoſition; a livid and ghaſtly | 


complexion; a monſtrous noſe, ever 
ſmeared with ſnuff; an enormous mouth, 


and the voice of a Stentor. Such was 
his perſon; to which add an antique 


manner of dreſs, joined with a truly 


philoſophical ſlovenlineſs, and you have 
an exact picture of M. Severe. Not- 


withſtanding this he was a worthy man, 
had ſerved in the army with honour, 
and made ſeveral campaigns; but from 
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age and wounds had been obliged to 
xelinquiſh the ſervice, after vainly ſoli- 
citing a penſion. Thus he was neceſſi- 
tated to have recourſe to induſtry, to ſup- 
port the remainder of a life that he had 
ſo often expoſed for his country'; .a fate 


which the defenders of the ſtate fre- 
quently experience. From an officer, 
M. Severe became a ſchoolmaſter ; and, 
like the tyrant Dionyſius, no longer 
having it in his power to command men, 
[| ſubmitted to command children, His 
_ .Probity had gained him friends, and his 
b Is | pupils were numerous. He was a bache- 
lor; had no relations but a niece, who 
he had taken to manage his houſehold. 

(| This niece was a tall girl about twenty-. 
| | | five, her features irregular but animated, 
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of a fair and florid complexion, a lively 
eye, though ſometimes rather too much 


a K given 
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given to languiſh, an eaſy ſhape, a con- 
fident air, a ſmall foot, and paſſable leg: 
ſuch was Thereſa, Scandal whiſpered” 
that ſhe was given to pleaſure: the con- 
tinuance of my narrative will ſnew 
whether this was a miſtaken opinion. 
1 ſoon perceived that Mademoiſelle 
Severe particulariſed me from my com- f 
panions. I was tall of my age, and of 
good figure. She would ſometimes em- 

| brace and careſs me like a child, which 
Irepayed moſt willingly, already feeling 
the attraction which nature has formed 
in both ſexes. This ſecret! attraction, 
which drew me to Thereſa, in a ſhort 
time became ſo violent, that ſhe Was 
ever preſent to my imagination, and 
themes and leſſons were totally neglected. 
My maſter, who attributed this negli- 
1 gence 
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gence to nothing but idleneſs, chaſtiſed. 


me rigorouſly, I was very ſenſible of 
the acti but the fight of The- 


reſa diſſipated my ſorrows, and made 
me expoſe myſelf to freſh corrections. 


M. Severe maintained as ſtrict a diſci- 
pline in his ſchool as he had formerly 
done in his regiment, conſequently we 


were never ſo happy as when buſineſs 


called him abroad: then all was mirth 
and ſport, though frequently quarrels 
aroſe which produced battles: our torn 
cloaths, and bruiſed faces, were then 


ſufficient proofs of the diſorder that 


reigned during his abſence. M. Severe, 


when this happened, would endeavour 


to diſcover the guilty, but none were in 
fault; each endeavouring to excul- 
pate himſelf, even the offended party 


6 ſilence, fo that a general ; 


puniſhment. 


* 


lt alam” © 7 
puniſhment was the uſual conſequence, 

5 ſuch as being ſent ſupperleſs to bed. 
M. Severe loved to make us faſt; for it 

was an eſtablifhed point with the good . | 

man to make intereſt and duty coincide” 


as nearly as poſſible, 


F had been fomewhat more than five 
years with M. Severe, when my father 
informed him that in fix months he 
ſhould ſend me to college to finiſh my 
ſtudies. - Until now, Thereſa had never 

careſſed me but in a manner which 
might equally have been attributed to 


friendſhip as to a more active fentiment; 
yet it had a moſt powerful effect on me, 
continual diſquietude troubling my reſt, 
and the fight of Thereſa ever cauſing 
an extraordinary emotion. This change 
was not loſt on her; ſhe had too much 
B 4 experience 
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experience not to. diſcover the 'cauſe,. 


and redoubled her kindneſs to me. 


One day that M. Severe was out, and 
my comrades enjoying their uſual mirth, | 
1 without perplexing themſelves with con- 
| ſequences, J retired into a corner of the 
| __ ſchool-room, endeavouring to diſcover 
the cauſe of my agitation. Suddenly, 


| 1 | Thereſa appeared, and coming up to 
| me, whiſpered, Henry, come along 
with me; 1 will ſhew youa pretty ſquir- 
rel which my couſin has made me a, 
preſent of.” I gave an exclamation of 
ſurprize, caught her hand, and inſtantly 
obeyed. | Arrived in her apartment, I 
admired the animal, and careſſed him 


for ſome time. Thereſa was ſeated by 


my ſide, looking at me with a tender 
but fly air, It was in the dog days; 
| ID 05 | and 
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634; e <9 
and Mademoiſelle Severe, under pretenee 
of heat, threw off her handkerchief, diſ—- 
covering a boſom which was beautifully 
contraſted by the colour of her dreſs. 
1 bluſhed and turned pale alternately. 
| Thereſa perceived my diſorder, and; 
with a cunning ſmile, ſaid, * Do you 
love me, Henry?“ “ Do 1 love you? 
more than life,” replied I. Ah, my . | 
friend,” continued ſhe, thou art ſo | | 
young.” —< Believe me, Thereſa, I love 
you as well as though I was ten years 
older.” —— My ſimplicity made her 
laugh. —“ May I depend on thy diſcre- 
tion? Can you doubt it? replied 
I, without knowing why ſhe required it. "if 
« Come-then, my friend, let us'baniſh 
all reſtraint,” ſaid ſhe, embracing me, | | 


and overwhelming me with careſfes.— 
My ſenſes were too much moved for me 
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not to ſhare the tranſports of the volup- | 
tuous Thereſa, and for the firſt time 
I knew the pleafures of ſenſuality. 


| Returned from our delirium, W My 
dear Henry,” ſaid Thereſa, embracing 
me, © I need not again recommend thee 
to be difcreet, ' thyſelf muſt feel how 
much it is neceſſary that we ſhould act 
with great circumſpection to conceal 
our intimacy. —L agreed with her in this 
point, and, aſter promiſing to meet fre- 
quently, we ſeparated. 


On my return to the ſchool, my com- 
panions wanted me to play, but my head 
was too full of what had paſſed to take 
any diverſion; I therefore withdrew 
into the corner I had before occupied. 


I here retraced the kindneſs of Thereſa, 
* © 6-00 
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in my Heart” vowing to love her eter- 
nally. Notwithſtanding the enthuſiaſm 
of the moment, I could not diveſt my- 
ſelf of a certain anxiety which I had 
never before experienced, and that I 
could not divine the cauſe of. I thought 


myſelf the happieſt of men, yet I was 


not ſatisfied. So true it is that enjoy- 
ments acquired at the expence of virtue 
can never beſtow perfect happineſs. 


The arrival of M. Severe put an end 


to my reflections. An army of mice 


fighting in a barn donot fly with greater 
precipitation at the ſight of a cat, than 


did my comrades at the preſence of our 
maſter, each gaining his place, and re- 
taking his book in an inſtant, We 
were however clear for the fright; * 
M. Severe had dined among his friends, 

| B 6 - and 
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and having drank rather more than uſual, 


was very merry. Thus the day paſſed 
much to our ſatisfaction. Two dsys after 


I had a ſecond interview with Thereſa, 


in which my timidity was much de- 

creafed. CESS | A, e 
Several 6005 ; elapſed thus, Thereſa 

ever reſtifying the utmoſt tenderneſs for 


me. Time had deſtroyed my ſcruples, . 


and I regained my gaiety, taking part 


as before i in the diverſions of my com- 
panions. Seldom a week paſſed with⸗ 


out ſome trick being played : : the delin- 
quents were ever ſeverely puniſhed, but. 
pleaſure with young minds eaſily tri- 


umphs over the fear of chaſtiſement. 


30 ſhall relate one of | theſe unlucky 


turns, in which J was principal actor 


and expiatory victim. 220 
= WAS: We 
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We had ſometimes permiſſion to play 
in a large orchard belonging to our 
maſter, but were ſtrictly forbidden to 
touch the fruit. My. companions and 
ſelf had long coveted ſome fine pears, 
but knew not how to reach them, as the 
tree was very high. As I was one of 
the talleſt, as well as the moſt enterpri- 
ung, my comrades offered to form me 
a ladder of their backs, which would 
raiſe me until I could gain footing in 
the tree. The undertaking was dan- 
gerous, and I riſked being ſurprized; 
but encouraged by my companions, 1 
determined to venture. Several among 
them placed themſelves on their hands 
and knees, forming a kind of eſplanade; 
others mounted on their backs, and 
raiſed me on their ſhoulders. - At length 
I attained the wiſhed-for port, and 
OE ” began 
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began to gather the forbidden fruit, 
which my aſſiſtants received into their 
hats. Nothing could have ſucceeded 
better. Jaſon was not more enraptured 
in the garden of the Heſperides, when 
he ſeized the golden fleece, than was I 
in deſpoiling the pear- tree. But, dire 
misfortune } ſuddenly M. Severe ap- 
peared at the garden- gate. My com- 
panions perceived him; and, regardleſs 
of all but perſonal ſafety, abandoned 
me: one ran behind a tree, another 
concealed himfelf in an arbour; in 
ſhort, all took different ways, and diſ- 
perſed. A horrible ſerpent, which un- 
expectedly preſents itſelf before the 
affrighted traveller, does not cauſe him 
more diſmay than I experienced at the 
appearance of the terrible M. Severe. 
I ried to conceal myſelf among the 
ng branches, 


1 BLAE.- 0; 
branches, but he had diſcovered me; þ 
and, advaricing with a grave face to- 
wards the tree, © It is you then, maſter 
plunderer,” ſaid he, © that ſo artfully 
diſobey my orders; but you ſhall be 
puniſhed, and the chaſtiſement ſhall 
even ſurpaſs the offence.” He then' 
called for a ladder, and ordered me to 
deſcend, which I obeyed in trembling. | 
M. Severe then took me by the hand, 
and conducting me into an apartment 
adjoining his own, locked me in. 
Thereſa was not within during this 5 


ſcene, ſhe was gone to ſee one of her 
| couſins whom the frequently viſited. 
On her return ſhe learned my misfortune, 
and interceded for me with her uncle, 
but he was inflexible ; I was condemned 
to four days impriſonment, and to be 
fed on rend and water, my maſter 


himſelf | 
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himſelf bringing: my melancholy pit- 
tance. I ſhould have ſupported this 
with more patience, had it not deprived 
me of the ſight of my beloved Thereſa. 
A thouſand times a day did I curſe. my 
companions, the pear-tree, and the 


| pedant who puniſhed me ſo rigorouſly 


for ſo trifling a fault. At length I was 


£ enlarged, ſaw Thereſa, and all my ſor- 


rows Were forgotten, 


Though waited the moment of my 


return to my parents with pleaſure, "B 


I. hoped to enjoy more liberty, yet the 


love I had for Thereſa made me think 


of ſeparation with horror. I was accuſ- 
tomed to live with her, —I was attached 
to her by paſſion ; and it is well known 
what empire ſuch connections have on 


young minds, whoſe hearts ſtill retain 


2:5 | their 
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their primitive energy, and whoſe ſen... 


ſibility has not been blunted by thoſe, 
. contrary paſſions which ſo ſtrongly work: 


upon the heart, according to the dif- 
ferent circumſtances and ſituations in 


life. I ſhould doubtleſs have ſuffered. 


greatly in leaving Thereſa, if an event 


that I am about to relate had not deve-- 
loped in me the ſeeds of a freſh paſſion, 
opened my eyes to the real character of 
my miſtreſs, and materially. weakened: 


mentioned that Mademoiſelle - Severe 
had a relation whom | ſhe frequently 
viſited. This woman was a widow, 


with one ſon, a tall well made lad, but 


with much the appearance of a bully: 


he came ſeldom to M. Severe's, who 
had ſome matter of complaint againſt 
him. One day when my, maſter was 


4 31 our, 
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out, and my companions were making 
good uſe of his abſence, uneaſy at not 
feeing Thereſa, I went up ſtairs to her 
chamber, which I was going to open, 
when I heard fome one ſpeak. I lif 
tened, and recogniſed the voice of the 
tall couſin, and redoubled my attention. 
The converſation was animated. The- 
reſa reproached him for want of affec- 
tion, and the coolneſs with which he 
had for ſome time treated her. This he 
denied, affuring her that he loved her, 
and that her reproaches were ill founded. 
I then heard a kifs, kiſs that funk to 
the bottom of my heart; nor could a 
poignard have more cruelly pierced it. 
Jealouſy, with all its attendant furies, 
immediately took poffeſſion of me.— 
The ſcene was however not concluded, 
and by determined to look through the 
key 
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key-hole, where I ſaw my faithleſs 
Thereſa giving her couſin the moſt un- 
equivocal proofs of her tenderneſs. 
My rage was now complete. I at firſt 
determined to burſt the door, and diſ- 
cover myſelf to the traitreſs, and the 
odious object of her love; but what 
could a boy of fifteen do againſt a ſtrong 
youth, who with one blow could have 
levelled me with the ground? This 
reflection ſtopped me; and after many 
confuſed ideas, each more perplexing 
than the other, I determined to retire, 
curſing the perfidy that had ſo cruelly 
deceived me, and forming a thouſand 
projects of vengeance. 


Charming, but deceitful ſex, let not 
this rage ſurprize you, I was then un- 
acquainted with ye. | 


I was | 


3 THE FRENCH 


I came downſtairs with greater pre- 
caution than I went up; in about a 
quarter of an hour Thereſa made her > 
appearance: inſtead of flying to meet 
her as uſual, I remained in my place, 
affecting not to ſee her. Thereſa drew 
near, and looking with that tender 


ſmile which had formerly ſo charmed 


me, ſhe aſked what was the matter with 
me, and why I behaved ſo ſtrangely. 
The air of aſſurance with which ſhe 
aſked this queſtion yexed me almoſt as 
much as the ſcene I had vitneſſed. 
Inſtead of replying I gave her a look of 


indignation, and mixed among my com- 


panions, affecting to ſhare their mirth. 


My faithleſs miſtreſs, without appear- 
ing to notice my reſentment, began 
ſinging and left us. This laſt trait of 
effrontery vexed me beyond all patience, 


n | and 
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and I reſolved to revenge myſelf by 
treating her with the utmoſt diſdain. 
"Notwithſtanding, I paſſed the night in 
the moſt: melancholy reflections; nor 
could I conceive how: Thereſa, who 
appeared to love me ſo tenderly; could 
grant favours to another, which-I thought 
alone appertained to me 4104 nine 


The next day ' Thereſa appeared 
thoughtful, while I endeavoured to 
_ conceal my vexation, and affected a 
gaiety which was far from my heart. 
Several elapſed in the ſame manner, 
ever conſtantly avoiding being alone with 
her; for though. it was 5 ſmall*morti- 
8* fication to deprive-myſelf-of her com- 
* pany; yet L: could not: ſupport the idea 
ef ſharing her favours with à rival. 
One 1 ſhe however found: me 


alone. 


4 
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alone. . What is the matter, Henry,” | 


id ſhe, and to what am I to attribute 


/ 


your coolneſs for theſe ſome days paſt?” | 


« Can you aſk?” | replied I: Look 
into your own heart, and let that de- 
clare the cauſe.” Without appearing | 
diſconcerted, ſhe again deſired I would 
explain what ſubject of complaint ſhe 


could have given me. This impudence 
{provoked me beyond all ſufferance, nor 


did I ſpare the moſt ſignificant epithets, 


openly reproaching her infidelity, and 


informing her of the manner I became 
acquainted with it. Thereſa under- 
went a momentary confuſion: ſhe could 
not, deny, the proofs were too plain. 


She however ſoon recovered her effron- 


tery, and aſſuming g an air df levity, 
* Henry,” faid ſhe, * if thou hadft 
more experience my conduct would not 


appear 
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appear ſo blameable. I was born with 
a heart naturally tender. A young man 
whom I paſſionately loved was the au- 
thor of my misfortunes, by ſeducing. 

and leaving me to deſpair. Too young 
to entirely forſwear the ſex, I however 
determined to form no attachment but 
what I could eaſily break. For ſome 
years I have followed that ſyſtem, and 
gathered only the roſes of love without 
fearing the thorns. I thought thee 
amiable, and was determined to teach 
i thee happineſs. What reaſon haſt thou 
for complaint? Did I'promiſe thee to 
be faithful? Believe me, Henry, and 
baniſh ſuch filly ſcruples, the conſtancy 
of women is a chimera : they all reſem- 
ble each other more or lefs.” — Though 
my heatt could not. partake the prin- 
cCiples of Thereſa, and her morals were 
. 0 


5 impoſed upon me. and I began to think 
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by no means to my taſte, yet the aſſu- 
rance with which ſne made this: ſpeech 4 


her leſs culpable: a kiſs which ſhe gave 
me completed my defeat, and I forgot | 
. ſeruples and her infidelity Such 

is man, and ſo ſpeedily does a 155465 | 
from one extreme to the other, 
Eng nend TE | Sean meat 
| gs my meetings with Thereſa | 
continued as uſual, yet they had no 


Io longer the ſame charm; the heart was 


now quite exempt: ſo true it is, ſenti. 
ment vivifies all, and adds even to love 
an inexpreſſible charm. den 

F410: el 18 en 


At lengtir the: time arrived for my 


e I quitted my companions 
with regret. M. Severe, thanks to his 
ill humour, did not coſt me a ſi ingle 


rear. 
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tear. Thereſa coſt me a few, as me 
appeared more ſenſible of our ſepara- 
tion than I expected from the idea ſhe 
had given me of her character. She 
made me promiſe to ſee her frequently, 


by Oy which I —_— gave, 
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NM. parents . me in che Jeſuit 
college, and I muſt do the good fathers 
the juſtice to confeſs, that public edu- 


cation can not fall into better hands; 
for among them were ſeveral men truly 
reſpectable for their knowledge and 
piety. After having ſtudied rhetoric 
and philoſophy with tolerable ſucceſs, 
I began a courſe of theology. I now 
and then ſaw Thereſa at the houſe of 
one of her friends, whoſe principles 
| were fimilar to her own. But an ad- 
venture, which yet more clearly dif. 


covered to me e her miſconduct, entirely 
2 | deſtroyed 


* 
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deſtroyed che feeble remains ol attack. 
EE I as en for ber. 


| r Gs night having paſſed an leur with 
her at this friend's houſe, I was recon- 


ducting her home, when a drunken 
officer belonging to the garriſon hap- 
pened to meet us. He ſtopped on ſee- 
ing Thereſa, and addreſſed her in a 
manner that left no doubt of their par- 
ticular acquaintance. She treated the 
matter jeſtingly, deſiring the officer to 
leave her, adding that it was late, and 
ſhe feared her uncle's anger. The mili- | 
tary hero was not ſo eaſily repulſed ; he 
took her hand, deſiring her to quit my. 
arm, that himſelf would conduct her 
home, for that he had no doubt ſuch 
a pitiful boy would reſign the care of 
the * to him. I am not naturally 
C 2 endowed 
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endowed with the greateſt ſtock of pa- 
tience; the appellation, therefore, ſtung 
me to the quick, and made me reply in 
terms ſimilar to his p He became 
furious, drew his ſword, and made a 
paſs at me, but drunkenneſs prevented 
him thruſting with eee l there- 
ing my ; utimoſt frergth, eaſt pj; on 
the ground, and ſnatching his ſword, 
broke it into pieces; then turning to 
Thereſa, © See,” ſaid I, © the confe- 
ceo e wt igh Garin" 
diſagreeable ſituations your conduct 
expoſes men: let this be a leſſon to 
you. Thus ſpeaking, I left. them; 
Thereſa ſilent through confuſion, and 
the officer ſtill on the ground, being 
ſtunned with his fall. In my way home 
I reflected on the diſagreeable conſe- 


quences 


li 1a... 29 
quences which might accrue from this 
adventure, though I. had only uſed the 
lawful means of defence. I feared that 
he would ſeek- revenge, and forget the 
inſult he had given to provoke me. 1 
did not dare inform my parents with 
what had paſſed, leſt they ſhould diſ- 
cover my intimacy with Thereſa, though 
J firmly promiſed myſelf to have no 
further connection with that dangerous 
girl, 


Some days paſſed without my hearing 
any thing from the officer, and my in- 
quietude was nearly diſperſed, when 
| one morning as I was walking in a pub- 
lic garden I perceived him advancing 
towards me. I could not avoid a lively. 
emotion, which however I took the 
utmoſt pains to conceal. He imme- 
| 2 qe diately 
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diately accoſted me, ſaying, © Young, 


man, I ſought you, I was ignorant of 


your dwelling, and am charmed that 


chance has procured me this meeting. 


Iʒ have not forgot che adventure of the 
other day. My conduct muſt doubtleſs 
have given you a very bad opinion of 
me, I therefore wiſh you to know. me 


better. If drunkenneſs led me to com- 
mit an inſult, the return of reaſon has 
made me repent it. In ſeeking revenge. 


for a treatment which I juſtly deſerved, 


- ſhould have double cauſe to bluſn. I 
therefore hope the conceſſion I now 


make will plead my excuſe. I eſteem» 
bravery too much not to commend it. 
J ſhall be honoured by your friendſhip, 


your. courage has already procured you. 


mine.” This diſcourſe penetrated me 
with admiration. «. Sir,“ replied J. 
Wk « your 
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your prefent proceeding. ſufficiently 
| Proves your utiderftanding had no part 
in your former conduct. I' fhall be 
proud to own your friendſhip on any 
other occaſion, and experience real 
pleaſure in offering you mine.“ The 
officer ſaluted me, defiring me to keep 
the affair ſecret, which I' promifed; 
and, after half an hour's converſation, 


we ſeparated, rk, fatisfied with 
each other. | | 


My father had a country-houfe about 
a league from the city, | where. my 
mother paſſed the greateſt part of the 
autumn with the youngeſt of my fiſters 
and myſelf, all the other children being 
married and eftabliſhed. As the village 
was ſurrounded by vineyards, the ſeaſon 
for gathering was a time of mirth: 
i C 4 | balls 


— 
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balls were e given, to which the ey 
girls were admitted, ſome of whom 
were very pretty. One particularly 
charmed me; ſhe was the daughter of | 
a farmer who lived about a quarter of a 
league from the village. Though ſhe 
was dreſſed in a country habit, it was 
neater than that of her companions: 
but it is neceſſary that I ſhould deſcribe 
a perſon whom I ſhall more than once 


have occaſion to mention. 


+ Roſette was about ſixteen: ſhe did 
not poſſeſs one of thoſe regular phy- 


ſiognomies in which every feature 
ſeems to match the other, and that are 
uſually admired, but inſpire no other 
paſſion. Hers was a pretty little oval 
face, a little turn-up noſe, a little coral 

mouth, whoſe colour was admirably 
| contraſted 
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contraſted by sche lillies and roſes of her 
complexion fine black eyes, full of 

ſprightlineſs and expreſſion; the form 
and ſmile of a grace; beautiful fair hair; 
2 ſmall foot, and fine turned ancle. The 
moſt; amiable ſimplicity reigned in her 
manners: in ſhort, ſhe was —_— 


without knowing ſhe u was ſo. 
45 1 821 


Roſato could not fail to indy the 
miade the moſt lively impreſſion on me. 
She ſoon diſcovered that I diſtinguiſhed : 
her from her companions; and I flattered | 
myſfelf that I could read in her eyes 
that the preference was not diſpleaſing. - 
One evening after a ruſtic ball, as I was 
conducting her to the farm, her brother, 
who accompanied us, ſtopped to ſpeak 
to another countryman: I ſeized the 
moment to declare the ſentiments with 
| Ge which 
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which ſhe had inſpired me. Roſette 
had never before had a lover; and be- 
ing educated with the greateſt reſerve, 
did not comprehend my meaning. — 
« Explain yourſelf, fir; I do not under- 
ſtand you.”—* I adore you,” replied I. 
* Have not my eyes already informed 
you of it? But what you are yet to 
learn is, that love is ſo deeply rooted in 
my heart, that on the manner in which 
you receive this declaration depends the 
future happinefs of my life.” —Rofette 
appeared greatly ſurprized; and, after _ 
a moment's ſilence ſaid, with an air of 
modeſty and candour, © I have heard 
ſay that you gentlemen of the city make 
a practice of ſuch diſcourſe to girls, | 
but which are totally devoid of truth 
as {incerity.” —* Ah, Roſette,” replied 
| I, s you little know the power of your 


charms. 


» 


w 
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charms. Do not confound me with 
thoſe fops who daily profane the name 
of love; who only ſeek to take advan. 
tage of the weakneſs of your ſex, be- 
traying the unfortunate who truſt to 
their deceitful oaths, and whoſe greateſt 


glory is boaſting their triumph in the 
defeat of virtue. When I declare that 
I love you, never were my tongue and 
heart in ſtricter uniſon. Speak, my 
dear Roſetre ; ſay, you do not hate me: 
relieve me from the cruel uncertainty 
EY which I Re” | 


Sincerlty, though baniſhed from cities, 
was yet to be found in the village. 
Roſette confeſſed candidly, that my a 
viſits would not be diſpleaſing to her, 

provided her parents had no objection, | 
Arrived at the farm, the father of my 
5 C6 fair 
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fair one received me with the -honeſt 
frankneſs of a countryman. We were 
- ſoon acquainted: for the nearer men act 
according to the dictates of nature, the 
more eaſy it is to gain their will. 
The honeſt farmer was a mam of ſenſe. g 
We converſed for ſome time on objects 
relative to agriculture: he appeared 
pleaſed at the manner in which I rea- 
ſoned on that uſeful article, inyiting me 
to call often at the farm; an invitation 
which I readily accepted. 


* 


I returned to the village, my head 
full of my new conqueſt. The idea of 
being beloved by Roſette overuhelmed 


« „ 


my heart with the moſt delicious ſenſa- 

tions. My mind repreſented. the inex- 
preſſible bleſſings I ſhould reap from 
| ſuch an union. The thought made me | 
ger 1 | happy 
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1 at the preſent, and the future : : 
for at eighteen, that age of illuſion, 
man ſees only the roſes of life; time 
and experience has not torn off the 
veil which conceals the thorns, which 


he frequently. never diſcovers until 
cruelly wounded by them. 


The next morning my firſt care was 
to fly to the farm: a ſmile that played 
upon the face of Roſette ſpoke my 
welcome. As ſhe was not alone, I 
could not entertain her with my paſſion, 
though my eyes declared it ſufficiently: 
I was not diſſatisfied with the language 
of hers. After balf an hour's general 
converſation I retired, that I might give 
' no ſuſpicion to her parents, who only 
looked on my viſits as the cine grow 
humour and friendſhip. 


Leon a 
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I continued my attendance at the farm 
frequently, under pretence of being in- 
ſtructed in details of rural economy ; the 
good farmer, with the greateſt complai- 
ſance, giving me every information in 
his power, I, on my part, lending him 
books that treated of agriculture. In a 
| ſhort time I had ſo completely gained 
his good will, that he expreſſed diſſatiſ- 
faction if I was a day abſent. - 


* Roſette was poſſeſſed of much ſenſi. 
bility. Love had never before entered 
her heart; and it is well known what 
progreſs that inclination makes in an 
uncorrupted mind, whoſe natural beauty 
has not been ſullied by the impure blaſt 
of paſſion, or the ſtorms: of adverſity. 
The young countrywornan gave way 
without reſerve to the dictates of her 
heart, 
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n nd ſoon her n nn 


11 


Thus we paſſed ſome time in the moſt 
pleaſing intimacy. . Roſette was never 
happy without me, nor I without Ro- 
fette. Our hearts were in uniſon, yet 
mine was ftill diſſatisfied. Frequently 
when J was alone with her, I attempted 
ſome trifling © favours, but ſhe was 
ſtrictly virtuous; that ſentiment depends 
ing leſs from principle than from a natu- 
ral ſentiment of modeſty and propriety, 
inculcated by the fear which a virtuous 
education ſtamps powerfully on the 
heart of a young perſon. It is true, 1 
had not formed a project to ſeduce 
Roſette; for at the age I then was we 
ſeldom take the trouble to plan; the 
neart ſurtendem itſelf willingly to the 

| charm 
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charm that poſſeſſes it; the imperious 
voice of paſſion ſubdues the under- 
ſtanding, and we fall into error without 
intending i. mit 7 


W 28 Ft mi 


e thas: the ren N00 
called the parents of Roſette to the 


fields, I went to the farm. The maid 
told me, Roſette, was in the garden. 1 
flew to my miſtreſs,, who was ſeated, on 
the graſs in a little bower at the bottom 
of the garden.. She was ſewing, and 
her back towards me, ſo that I reached 
her unperceived. | Roſette was ſinging 
a tender air which J had taught * 

which, when finiſhed, ſhe ſighed — 

© To whom do you addrefs that ſigh, 

my dear Roſette?” ſaid I, ſtealing a kiſs. 

She gave an exclamation. - Is it thus 

you take people by ſurprize?” replied 
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ſhe, „ declare you have alarmed 
me.”—* And is that emotion nothing 
more than ſurprize?“ ſaid I.“ You 
are too curious, replied, ſhe, with a 
ſweet ſmile.—I. ſat myſelf down by 
Roſette, and a very tender converſation 
enſued. She had a noſegay in her bo- 
ſom, which I had given her the pre- 
ceding evening. © How I envy the 
fate of thoſe flowers. And Why,“ 
_ replied ſhe, innocently, & would you 
wiſh'to be a flower? — Why,“ re- 
peated I, © to live and die on that fair 
boſom.” — The young country woman 
bluſhed. The noſegay was miſplaced ; 
I endeavoured to adjuſt it: a gentle ſlap 
was my puniſhment. « Ah, Roſette, if 
you loved me.“ « Alas,“ replied 
ſhe, “ you well know I love you more 
than I ought.” —Her ingenuity be- 
uuitched 


* 
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wirched me: never had ſhe appeared 8 

handfome.—I renewed my attempts on 

the noſegay. Suffice i it, they were ſuc- 

ceſsful, and that we forget every _ 
but the been moment. 
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love, Roſette ſhed a torrent of tears. 
« Ah, Henry,“ ſaid ſhe, '* into what 
an abyſs have you plunged me! What 
will my parents ſay when they learn my 
ſhameful weakneſs? Ah, my friend, 
you ſaid you loved me; then why have 
you rendered me for ever miſerable Pay 
I endeavoured to conſole her, ſwearing 


eternal love. If intention alone con- 
ſtitutes perjury, I was not forſworn ;' 1 
really loved Roſette, or at leaſt I ima- 
gined I did; for at ſo early an age, where 
underſtanding has ſo little empire over 


man, 
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man, it is eaſy for him to miſtake the 
nature of the ſentiments which he ex- 
periences, and to take the emotion of 


7 f , | 1 N f | 
the ſenſes: for the language of the 8 
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I at length calmed \Roſette's: fears. 
The noiſe of the flocks returning from 
the fields gave us notice that it was time 
to ſeparate: we: however Concerted the 
means to meet ſecretly. Roſette's apart- 
ment looked into the garden, and the 
windows being low, were eaſily ſcaled; 
as to the wall that ſurrounded the gar- 
den that was tbo immaterial to be any 
hindrance. I had not much difficulty 
to perſuade my miſtreſs to this, for love 
is an excellent deſtroyer of ſctruples. 
How can I now refuſe you, my dear 
Henry,” faid ſhe,” but may I depend 
on 
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on your” fidelity? Alas! ſhould you 
abandon me, what remains for me but 
death? —4 No, my dear Roſette,” 
replied 1 her, * nothing but 
death ſhall break the bonds that now 
unite us. Baniſh, therefore, uſeleſs 
fears, and let nothing diſturb our hap- 
pineſs. This promiſe was ſealed by a 
kiſs, and we ſeparated, after ſwearing 
eternal love. Thus lovers deceive them - 
ſelves: the bonds that unite them ap- 
pear indiſſoluble, for forefight was never- 
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| Ronan the next ute with impa- 
tience, and when my mother was retired 
to reſt, went out of a back door, and 
took the road to the farm. The night 
was overcaſt, and very dark; and this 
being my firſt nocturnal excurſion, 1 
e | could 
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could not defend myſelf from expe- 
riencing a perturbation on finding my 
ſelf alone in the open country at ſo late 
an hour. I. walked with the utmoſt 
ſpeed, and muſt truly confeſs to the 
reader, that I fle to the farm rather on 
the wings of fear than love. I ſoon 

leaped the wall, and reached the window 
of Roſette. All the family were aſleep 
but her whom love kept waking. Is 
it you?” whiſpered ſhe. I replied in 
the affirmative,, She reached her hand 
to aſſiſt me; it trembled in mine: 1 
endeavoured to diſpel her fears, and at 
length was ſucceſsful. 


Io My | las with Roſette laſted a 
month, without any thing happening to 
diſturb it. We took the neceſſary pre- 
cautions to conceal it from her parents. 

; The 
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The good people were not difficult to 


deceive. Frankneſa and honeſty are as 
ns from miſtruſt as vice wn | 


r 
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| wo my uſual cuſtom to Roſette, and had 
nearly ſcaled the wall, I heard ſeveral 
voices. My firſt thought was inftant 
flight; but a moment's reflection con- 
vinced me that it was too dark for me 
to be diſcovered. Curious to know 
what could bring any one there at ſo 
late an hour, I determined to hide my- 
ſelf behind a hedge, and liſten. We 
muſt defer our enterprize until to- 
morrow night,”* ſaid one of the voices, 
« I have miſtaken the key; andi ĩt would 
too much, prolong the time to return to 
the village,” But art thou very ſure, 
Jan that thou ſhalt ſucceed?” re- 
plied 


GIL 2146. 47 
plied 3 « Depend upon it,“ 
anſwered che firſt; I. know: the houſe 
perfectly; and am certain 1 can {lip 
without noiſe into the room where my 
old maſter: keeps his money. I know 
that he received a conſiderable ſum 
yeſterday : this will be a brave booty, 
Nicholas.—-Never fear diſcovery: who 
can betray us,  you- filly dog? Let us 
return now, and fix the buſmeſs fur to- 
morrow night at this time.” They then 
departed. Le 


Charmed with having diſcovered the 
project of theſe two villains, I. flew to 
Roſette, to whom I related what I had 
overheard. She was greatly alarmed: 
1 however re· aſſured her, faying, “It 
will be very eaſy to baffle the enterprize 

of thoſe two, raſcals, by informing your 
| | - father, 
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tempt to break into his houſe from the 
garden. I ſent this letter by a country- 
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| father; in fome indirect manner, of the 


threatened danger. TI rake the talk on 
een e | my 85 1 
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s 1 quitted W than l 
and on my arrival at home; immediately 
wrote an anonymous letter tothe farmer, 


informing him that on that night, on 


ſuch an hour, ſome thieves would at- 


man whom I could truſt, deſiring him 
to conceal from whom he received it. 


Aſter dinner 1 went to the farm, 
which I found all in confuſion. The 
farmer ran to meet me, eving me | the 
letter which he had received. 1 feigned 
the utmoſt ſurprize ; and after appear- 


"Tha, * to reflect for ſome moments, * Such 


advice,” 
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advice,” ſaid I, © is not to be neglected $ 
and though every thing anonymous is 
to be ſuſpected, I think that prudence 
requires you to take neceſſary precau- 
tions.” IT purpoſe it,” - replied he. 
He then conſulted me about ſending for 
the Mar#chauſte, but 1 perſuaded him 
againſt ir; repreſenting that in all pro- 
ability the thieves might live in the 
village, and by ſuch preparation be ap- | 
prized of the project, * You have 
people enough, „ ſaid I, „to take the 
villains, who, when they find them- 
ſelves betrayed and ſurprized, will, in 
their confuſion, ſurrender without reſiſt- 

ance.“ The farmer adopted my advice; 
S promiſed to ſecond bim, —an offer 
that he gratefully accepted. 


"Yr, I. D . At 
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At night we aſſembled our people: 
we were ſeven the farmer, his two 
ſons, three men ſervants, and myſelf. 
I armed. Tome. with guns, and the reſt 
with pitchforks; placing two men at 
the extremity of the garden behind a 
hedge, in order to cut off the retreat of 
the thieves. I poſted myſelf in am- 


buſcade, with the remainder of my 
little company, in a ſtable, which was 
almoſt contiguous to the door through 
which the villains intended to introduce 
themſelves into the houſe. Thus diſ- 
poſed, we waited the rogues appearance. 
Tawards midnight we heard a trifling 


noiſe ; it was the villains ſcaling the 
walls. . 1 opened the ſtable-door ſuf. 
ficiently to ſee that they approached 
with great precaution. One had a dark 
lantern, while the other was preparing 

2 * to 
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to open the door with a falſe key. We 
ſuddenly ruſhed from our ambuſcade, 
fell on them, giving them no time to 
make reſiſtance. We ſeized them, and 
binding them hand and foot, conducted 
them to the ſtable. When a light was 
brought, the farmer recognized the one 
for an old domeſtic, whom he had diſ- 
charged, and the other for a lad in the 
village, who had always been ſuſpected 
of bad tricks. In the morning the 
farmer ſent for the Marecbauſcr, to whom 
re ſurrendered the two priſoners. 1 
retired well fatisfied with the ſucceſs of 
my expedition, after receiving the thanks 
of the parents of Roſette. 


1 
Yona it : Fog 
The vacation over, 1 was obliged to 
return to the city and continue my 
ſtudies. I was grieved to quit my _.- 


D 2 - miſtreſs, 
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miſtreſs, though the amorous frenzy 
was paſſed that renders the beloved ob- 
| get a divinity in the eyes of a lover. 
Our adieus were tender: Roſette wept 
with bitterneſs ; I promiſing to fee her 
every day my ftudics permitted. 
I have already faid that my!father de- 
ſigned me for an eccleſiaſtic: on my return 
from the country he ſpoke ſeriouſly te 
me on the ſubject. I found no inclination 
for that ftate, therefore entreated him 
to gratit me ſome time for reflection, to 
which he conſented. The time elapſed 
without my changing my opinion; on 
the contrary, my repugnance encreaſed 
daily for a ſtate which impoſed ſuch 
great obligations, and ſo contrary to my 
diſpoſition : notwithſtanding, my fa- 
cher continued to preſs me; and my 
10 3 continual 
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continual. refuſal frequently drew re- 
proaches, and oſten menaces from him. 
The good man was very tenacious, and 
when once he had formed a reſolution 
it was impoſſible to. perſuade him to 
relinquiſh it. He had determined to 
have a prieſt among his children; 4nd 
as all my other brothers were ſettled, 
there was none but myſelf to gratify 
thoſe views. 


* | . 


- One friend was the confident of all 


” my troubles: to him I opened my whole 


heart, nor had he any concealments 
from me, As this friend muſt frequently 
be mentioned during my narrative, it iy 
neceſſary the reader ould be e 
with him, | 


5 3 Placid 
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Placid (as he was called) had never 


rn his parents. A labourer's wife 
going one morning very early to her 


work, found him expoſed at a church- 


.. door, wrapped in very rich ſwaddling- 


cloaths, which atteſted he belonged to 


no common perſon. Touched with 
compaſſion, ſhe took him home, and, 


as her children were dead, reſolved to 
adopt him for her own. . She found 
little trouble in perſuading her huſband | 


tao conſent to this, as on opening the 


child's wrapper they diſcovered a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money, a bracelet, and 


alſo a letter, in which any one Who 


found the child was entreated to have 
the greateſt care of him, until the 
father, whom particular circumſtances 
had neceſſitated. to expoſe it, could own 


| ine claim it. As Placid grew up, his 


foſter 
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foſter parents inſtructed him with this 
ſecret, a confidence that did not dimi- 
niſn his tenderneſs for them: the good 
folks deſerved it; they loved him as 
their own, and had neglected nothing 
in his education. After ſtudying with 
ſucceſs, Placid determined to adopt 
"EL ſome profeſſion that would afford him a 
decent maintenance, and enable him to 
aſſiſt his pretended parents who were by 
no means in eaſy circumſtances. He 
deſpaired ever finding the real authors 
of his being, whoſe long neglect beſpoke 
perfect forget fulneſs, or at leaſt an im- 
poſſibility to acknowledge him. Surgery 
appeared a uſeful and honourable pro- 
feſlion, he therefore choſe that ſtudy, 
ſo beneficial ro humanity, This young 
man to a good underſtanding joined the 
moſt amiable character; was upright: in 
D 4 his 
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his dealings, poſſeſſed a noble, feeling, 
and generous ſoul; was a fincere friend, 
and would have ſacrificed himſelf for 
the man he honoured with that title. 
His perſon, without being handſome, 
pleaſed by its gentleneſs and apparent 
good humour; his manners were polite 
and prepoſſeſſing; his modeſty and 
purity of behaviour making him gene- 
rally eſteemed. Placid and myſelf were 
companions at college. After philoſo- 
phy he began his courſe of ſurgery. 
'Fhis ſeparation did not, however, dimi- 
niſh our friendſhip, we uſually contriving 
to paſs our leifure time together. Pla- 
cid frequently accompanied me in my 
_ excurſions to the farm; he was the con- 
ſidant of my amours with Roſette: 1 
Eke him too well to be 2 he ner 

betray me. | 


8 = 
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I did not let a week paſs without 
viſiting Roſette : ſometimes we met in a 
wood adjoining the village. One day, 
on viſiting the farm, I was ſurprized to 


find the ſon of a lord who had a caſtle 


in the neighbourhood. I was not un- 
acquainted with this young man, having 
at a ball had a ſerious quarrel with him, 


which, however, was made up by the 


company. Sainville, (which was his 
name,) on my entrance, was ſeated by 
Roſette, and paying her the moſt ardent 


compliments. It may eaſily be ſurmized 
whether this fight did not diſpleaſe me. 


Notwithſtanding, I concealed my vex- 

ation, and after the firſt compliments 
began to converſe with her father, not 
however without caſting from. time to 
time ſuch looks on my miſtreſs as con- 


vinced her how diſpleaſing the preſence 


I of 
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of Sainville was to me. The gentleman 5 

4 affected to pay me no attention, con- 
| it ; tinuing his gallantry to Roſette: ſhe 
| 55 however only anſwered him by mono- 

ſyllables; nor could I refrain from diſ- 

covering by her eyes the embarraſſment 
he occaſioned her. After a ſhort viſit, 
| pretending I had buſineſs in the village, 

1 retired, 

Though I had every reaſon to be 
aſſured of the heart of Roſette, I could 
not help experiencing a ſentiment of 

jealouſy. |. The adventure of Thereſa 
= had not given me a favourable opinion 
| of women. Sainville appeared charmed 
| with her, and I feared he would ſup- 
plant me; or that the young country- 
woman, dazzled by the attention of a 
man whoſe rank was ſuperior to mine, L 


would 
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would imitate the complying niece of 
M. Severe, by ſharing her favours be- 
tween, us. This thought diſtracted me: 
| I hed not a moment's tranquility until 
the day fixed for, our private meeting. 
Roſette was firſt at the rendezvous ; my. 
heart applauded her haſte: ſhe ſpoke of 
Sainville, told me that he came every 
day 1 to the farm, had declared he loved 
her, but that ſhe had replied i in a man- 
ner to give him no reaſon to hope. 
- « Notwithſtanding, my dear Henry,” 
faig ſhe, « I fear this little gentleman, 


who thinks it impoſſible to diſlike him, 
will give us ſome trouble. He has too 
high. an opinion, of himſelf to think 
ſuch a girl as me can be inſenſible of 


his merit, were : the not prepoſſeſſed in 
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4 fayour.of another. | He certainly thipks 
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thee that happy rival; And yeſterday, 
when he left me, ſaid, Roſette, I ſee 
the cauſe of your indifference ; this cold- 
neſs is not natural to you ; I ſhall there- 
fore take pains to My wget on the 
ſubject.“ | 
This inforulacibn give me much un- 
ceeaſineſs. 1 well knew Sainville's diſpo- 
fition. To a mean figure he joined the 
moſt vicious character ; and I had no 
doubt that ſhould he ſucceed in diſ- 
covering my connection with Roſette, 
he would ſeek to revenge himſelf on a 
rival whom, without that incentive, 
was already hateful to him. The eyes 
of a jealous lover are penetrating : we 
determined to behave with the utmoſt. 
_circumſpeCtion, and to ſee each other 

| þ | 1 
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leſs frequently, in order to deceive the 
importunate perſon that had ſo vex- 
atiouſly broke upon our loves. This 
ſettled, we ſeparated with regret, and 
redoubled promiſes of affection. 


- 
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4 rencounter;——and fight. 1 | 3 
SEVERAL weeks lapſed, during 
which we acted perfectly conſiſtent with 
our plan. Sainville, far from being diſ- 
heartened by the coldneſs of Roſette, 
became the more aſſiduous and attentive 
towards her. Her parents were by no 
means pleaſed with the viſits of a young 
man who could have no honourable 
deſigns on their daughter ; but his rank 
forced them to ſilence, and as much as 
poſſible | to conceal their diſcontent. 
Roſette frequently complained to me of 
the importunities of Sainville; and, we 
conſulted on the meaſures to baniſh this 

© Bas N odious 
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odious rival, none of which 1 could 
however adopt, without expoſing my 
miſtreſs, and divulging our intimacy. 
I even ſhunned the farm at the hours 
Sainville went there. 


One morning when I had been to ſee 
them, and juſt left the houſe, I met 
him, He immediately joined me,— 

« May I know the motives,” * ſaid he, 
« of your viſits here! —— “4 render ac- ' 
count to no one,” replied I, haughtily. 
Lou are very rude.” —* And you very 
impertinent to queſtion me.”—* I ſhall 
find means to. puniſh your inſolence.“ | 
e deſpiſe your menaces.”—* We ſhall . 
fee that hereafter.” 


Here the diſpute ended, by Sainville 
leaving me in the utmoſt rage. I con- 
„ tinued 


. aſtoniſhment on diſcovering Sainville. 
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tinued my way. The threats of my 


rival I little valued, but reſolved to be 


prepared for all hazards, and take a pair 
of piſtols whenever I went in future to 


the farm. 


Some days after this rencounter, Ro- 


fette and myſelf had a meeting accord- 


ing to our cuſtomary plan in the wood. 
A natural bower, formed by the, inter- 
woven branches, was the appointed 


place, where we thought ourſelves in 
perfect ſecurity. Fear of Sainville had 

obliged us to meet but ſeldom; our 
pleaſure was therefore lively; nothing 


could be more animated than our con- 


verſation, when ſuddenly I heard a 


ruſtling among the branches, —I ſtarted, 
flew to the ſpot ; but what was\ my 


Fury 
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Fury inflamed his viſage. It is thus, 
then,“ faid he; © that you ſeduce young 
girls. I have heard all, and ſhall take 
care to inform Roſette's father what 
obligations you confer on him.) 
None,“ replied I, “ but a defpicable 
coward ſeeks to hide himfelf and ſur- 
prize others. Inſtantiy retire. Kepa 
profound ſilence on what has paſſed, or 
my vengeance ſhall purſue you to the 
world's end. Sainville was not natu- 
rally brave: the manner in which this 
was ſpoke was calculated to intimidate 
him, but he had a double-barrelled gun, 
and imagined me unarmed ; he there- 
fore aſſumed an air of courage: © Vil. 
lain,“ ſaid he, * how dar'ſt thou ſpeak | 
thus to a perſon of my quality? Retire 
thyſelf or I will lay thee dead on the 
ground.” Thus faying, he preſented 
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his piece. My rage was riſen to the 
_ utmoſt height; and drawing a piſtol, 1 
advanced towards him. He imme- 


diately fired, the ball paſſing through 
my hat, and was inſtantly going to re- 
peat his attack, had I not fired my 
piſtol, and ſtretched him at my feet. 
Roſette had fainted from fear at the 


| ey of this ſcene. 


* — 
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myſelf! A multitude: of ideas, each 


more dreadful than the other, crouded 
on my mind. My firſt. thought was 


flight; but how could 1 abandon; Ro- 
ſette in ſuch a ſituation? I approached 
her, and by the aſſiſtance of ſome drops 


I had in my pocket, recovered, her. 
« Where am 1 2 ſaid: ſhe, in a weak 


voice, and opening her eyes: © Is it you, 


65 
my dear 3 ? What is become of 
Sainville?“ “ Fear nothing, my dear 
Roſette; I have puniſhed the villain as 
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he deſerved.” O heaven l exclaimed 
ſhe, raiſing. her head, and ſeeing him 
ſtretched on the ground :—*< Sainville 
is dead :—we are undone. Fly, Henry; 
conceal yourſelf from the ſearch that 
will be . made after you, Sainville's 
parents are rich and powerful: you are 
loſt, if diſcovered to have Killed their 
ſon.” —My danger was too imminent 
to neglect this council. Ah, Ro- 
fette,” replied I, © muſt 1 leave thee 
abandon thee to the reſentment, of thy 
parents? My danger alone occu- 5 


pied her thoughts.“ Fear not for me, 
my dear Henry, I can ſupport all; 
my greateſt grief is the loſs of you. 
Think ſometimes of me, as of one to 
| whom 


. 
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whom you are dearer than life. — 
Tears choaked her utterance: ſhe preſſed | 
me in her arms, not was my emotion 
inferior to her own. In ſhort, after the 
moſt tender adieu, I gave a laſt kiſs to 
Roſette, and ſat off with the utmoſt 


ſpeed. s 


T kept running, or rather flying, 
acrofs the country for feveral hours, 
without any fixed rout. At length, 
overcome with fatigue, I ſeated myſelf 
by a brook than ran at the bottom of a 
| hill. After having quenched my thirſt, 
I gave way to reflection. How unhappy 
my fituation ! forced to quit my country 
to leave my friend and miſtreſs! with- 
out knowing how to ſupport myſelf, or 
where retire from the vengeance of 
Sainville's father. —Added to this, the 


grief 


\ wt 
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grief fuch an adventure muſt cath my 


parents, the misfortunes it might draw 
on Roſette, Surely the whole was 


enough to kill a man with ſorrow: but 


at twenty years of age diſagreeable im- 
preſſions, however acute, eaſily loſe 


their poignancy. Grief is not natural 
ro youth, and nature repels it as ſoon as 


received. This was verified in me. 1 
felt my courage revive, and reſigning 
myſelf to providence, determined to 


make the beſt of my way to Holland. 


I had money ſufficient for the journey, 
and flattered myſelf that once arrived 
in that republic, I ſhould meet with 
ſome of my countrymen who would 
aſſiſt me till I could inform my parents 


of my ſituation, not doubting but they 


would immediately ſend me aſſiſtance. 
1 b intended * to my friend 
Flacid, 
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Placid, in order that he might inform 
me of the conſequences” of my adven- 
ture, and 252 * of Roſette. 
As it was near night, . think 
of ſeeking a lodging. On reaching the 
ſummit of the hill, I diſcovered a ham- 
let on the declivity. Two peaſants were 
returning from their labour ſinging: I 
accoſted them, entreating them to in- 
form me where I could paſs the night; ; 
adding, that I had wandered from the 
High road and loſt my way. One of 
them inſtantly offered to entertain me, 
which I thankfully accepted. Arrived 
at the hamlet, the honeſt country lads 
preſented me to their father, a reſpect- 
able old man, who received me with 
that cordial ruſticity that ever proceeds 
from the heart. I ſeated: myſelf at 
bot table 
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table with theſe good folks, and, having 
had nothing all day, eat with ſo good 
an appetite as delighted my hoſt. Three 
ſons and two daughters compoſed this 
family. The girls were very pretty, the 
youngeſt particularly had the fineſt com- 
plexion in the world, her features poſ- 
ſeſſing that graceful eaſe and modeſt 
candour which had ſo captivated me in 


Roſette. Notwithſtanding the critical 


ſituation in which 1 found myſelf, I 
could not help gazing on her; ſo true 
is it that the paſſions have the ſtrongeſt 
empire over a, young man, and that his 
ſorrows, however great, are ſoon diſ- 
pelled by the ſight of a pretty girl. 
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The ſupper concluded, I was con- 
ducted to my apartment. Fatigue, 
Joined to the hurry my ſpirits, had un- 


dergone, 


/ Sergone, threw me into 2 . 
Dleep, which might have laſted near an 
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hour, when I was ſuddenly waked by a 
preſſure on my ſtomach made by ſome 
one getting into bed, while a man's 


hand was laid on my face. Surprized 


and alarmed, I inſtantly endeavoured to 
diſengage myſelf from this intruder, 
who threw his arms round me. My 


| effart was ſo ſudden and effective, chat 
I fell out. of bed, dragging: my com- 


panion along with me. I now made 


the beſt of the opportunity, uſing my 


fiſts with unparalleled dexterity, and 


Males eg ar the Rübe Hide fir afflitics. 
My adverſary did not return my blows, 


endeavouring only to get out of my 


hands. My noife had however awakened 
the houſe, and the hoſt and his ſons 
"were in my room in an inſtant. Seeing 


A „ me 
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me fighting with a man, they naturally 
| thought him-a thief; but one of the lads 
looking at his face with the light, ex- 
claimed, * Peter! can I believe my eyes? 
What buſineſs brought thee here at this 
late hour, and why haſt thou quarreiled 
withthe gentleman?” Peter remained for 
ſome minutes confuſed, then muttered 
| ſome vague excuſes, which however not 
ſatisfying my hoſts, they declared they 
would not let him go, but deliver him 
up to juſtice, if he did not inſtantly 
confeſs what inducement had brought 
him thither. Peter thus beſet had no 
alternative; therefore confeſſed that he 
loved the ſervant girl, who, ſenſible of 
his tenderneſs, received him every night 
in her chamber, which he entered by a 
window in the roof that joined his own 
dwelling. The reader muſt be informed 

Vol. 1. E dat 
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chat the good farmer having no vacant 
bed, I had ſlept in the maid's, Who had 
been removed to one of her young 
miſtreſs's. Peter had ſtayed that night 
very late at the alchouſe, ſo that it was 


| impoſſible for the girl to inform him of 
the change. Poor Peter; after receiving 


a long formon, was diſmiſſed, and every 
one returned to bed. . F378 


- Early the next 1 I continued 


my journey, after taking leave of my 


entertainers. It was the ma 
April,. * ry fine weather, the country 


verdure, the trees. were in . the 


birds celebrated the return of ſpring, 


and the beautiful landſcape of reno- 
vated nature; all 


conſpired to. charm 
"— TS roms to relieve the 
melancholy 


IT 


\ 
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| melunchöly ideas which _ fituation 
deeaſſoned. - 
I walked faſt; carefully avoiding all 
high roads, and had proceeded near ten 
leagues, when in paſſing through à vil- 
lage I found all in confuſion, numbers 
of peaſants going different ways, ſome 
armed with guns, others with picchforks 
and flails. I entered into a little public 
houſe, and demanded the cauſe of theſe 
preparations. They told me that 2 
gang of thieves had for ſome time paſt | 
made great depredations in the neigh< . 
bourhood, and a melancholy event had 
juſt happened. The only fon: of the 
lord of this manor, whoſe caftle is 
adjoining the village, was returning 
from Metz, where he had been to paſs 
a few days, and receive a confiderable 
FRY E 2 ſum 
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ſum of money for his father; this morn- 
ing on quitting the high road to take 
the path to the caſtle, he ſuddenly diſ- 
covered ſix horſemen, who divided into 
two parties, each taking a ſide of the 
road. M. de Monville had no doubt 
they were the villains he had heard ſpeak 
of; but far from being alarmed at their 
number, he determined to ſell his life 
dearly. He exhorted the two ſervants 
that accompanied him to act with 
bravery; and, piſtol in hand, put him- 
ſelf at their head and advanced towards 
the robbers. The villains, who did not 
expect ſuch a ſtep, fell on them with | 
impetuoſity. M. Monville and his men | 
defended themſelves with the utmoſt 
valour : one thief was killed, and two 
wounded ; but, overpowered by, the | 
number, the brave young man at length 
8 received 
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eceived a ſhot which left him dead on 
the ground; the villains alſo killed one 
of the fervants, the fecond, though 
grievouſly wounded, eſcaped and ſpread 
the alarm hither. - The peafants i imme- 
diately armed themſelves, and ran to 
the ſpot, where this tragic ſcene had 
paſſed, but the villains had fledy* firſt 
robbing and ſtripping M. Monvilleand 
his ſervant. Our countrymen have beat 
the whole foreſt and its nn 
without ſucceſs. M. de Monville, the 

father, is in deſpair; his ſon was his 
only comfort; not a creature in the 
village but what ſhares his ſorrow; the 
good qualities of the young man mn 
him tt eſteemed: —_ 


Te a of this melancholy event 
affected me; nor could I refrain ſhed- 
| E 3 ding 
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ding a tear to the memory of this young 
man who had fallen a victim to his 
valour. But,” ſaid I to the hoſt, * id 
it not poſſible to diſcover the retreat of 
thoſe villains, and take them by ſur- 
prize ?”—* The Marchauſſee,” replied 
he, have frequently attempted it, but 
in vain, the thieves conceal themſelves 
ſo artfully, that they commit the imoſt 
atrocious acts with impunity ; nay, they 
appear to be informed of all that paſſes, 
are armed to the very teeth, and you 
well know that the. gentlemen of the 
Marechauſſee do not much like to en- 
counter ſuch formidable adverſaries.“ 


What I had juſt heard ſo greatly 
alarmed me, that I heſitated whether I 
ſhould continue my route, fearing ta 
fall into the hands of the robbers. 
| Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding, on reflection, I thought 
that the chaſe of the country people 
would at leaſt keep them in their hiding 
places for that day, and wiſhing much 
to gain the frontiers, after a flight re- 
paſt, I loaded my piſtols, aad continued 
my journey, determined to reach the 
neareſt village before night, and which 
was only four leagues from where I now 


Ts x a” £:. 


5 


THE FRENCH 


; a * 
6 * N 4 ; } 0 * * 
Wy . 1 * 9 y» 4 G Fes 

z ' 
. cn A P. IV. 


Seen with the F e Py 
e 1 | N WJ 


% 


* 


| 13 Had walked near two Sn 
I perceived a hermit advancing towards 
me, with a ſlow and ſolemn pace, bend. 
ing beneath the weight of a well-filled 
wallet, © Good day, father,“ ſaid J. 
Tooting him; * you appear well load- 
ed. * God keep you, my fon,” re- 
plied ev in a humble tone. My 
burthen, tis true, is heavy for my age, 
but that of my ſins is yet more ſo.— 
Jou doubtleſs have expiated them, by 
the humble and ſolitary life you lead.“ 
—* Alas,” reſumed he, Ldepend only 
| an 
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on the merey of heaven, truſting that 

my prayers may be heard, and obliterate 

my offences. The hermit then aſked 
me where I was going; 1 anſwered, to 
Holland on buſineſs, ' © You are very 
young, my ſon,“ ſaid he, © to travel 
thus without a guide or director. You : 
appear to me a good and well inclined 
youth: alas! T tremble for you. The 
world is full of wickedneſs, and ſnares 
are perpetually ſpread for innocence. 
Beware of ſeduction. The paths of vir- 
tue are narrow; be careful that your 
feet ſlide not: one fall draws on another, 
and precipitates the unwary to the bot 
tom of the precipice, before they per- 
ceive they have quitted the right road. 


We walked near a league in this man- 
ner, the hermit in his whole diſcourſe 
„ > Sinkg. 
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ſhewing the utmoſt piety and good 
ſenſe. The intereſt he appeared to take 
in my concerns determined me to diſ- 
cloſe to him the melancholy reaſon that 
obliged me to quit my country. We 
ſeated ourſelves on the graſs; during 
my recital the hermit viewed me atten- 
tively, and appeared to be revolving 
ſomething in his mind. When had con- 
cluded, „ My fon,” ſaid he, * the hand 
of God frequently ſtrikes to try us: 
reſign yourſelf to his will, and expect 
all from his clemency. It is donbtlefs 
a great misfortune to have taken away 
the life of a fellow ereature; but as you 
Killed Sainville in your own defence, 
you are more unhappy than culpable. 
Ir you will accompany me to my her- 
| mitage,“ continued he, riſing, <LI will 
give you the beſt entertainment a hermit 
is 
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is capable of: I willalſo give you coun- 
ſel that may be ſerviceable to you here- 
after, and to-morrow put you on your 
| way.” | 


As it was neceſſary that I ſhould huſ- 
band my purſe, and the hermit had 
charmed me with the gentleneſs of his 
diſcourſe and piety of his manners, I 
accepted his offer. - After ſome minutes 
walk we ftruck into a private path acroſs 
tome grounds, and in about a quarter 
of an hour arrived at his dwelling. The 
| hermitage was firuated at the foot of a 
very ſteep mountain, and furrounded, 
except where it adhered to the rock, 
with a quiekſet hedge and trees that 
entirely concealed it; a deep ditch en- 
circled it, which after crofling ona kind 
ef rude draw. bridge, the hermit un- 
377" wa 7 | locked 
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locked a door that he again carefully 
faſtened after him. we next crofſed-a 
rather ſpacious garden: at the bottom 
of this was a brick dwelling, the inte- 
rior of which appeared tolerably neat ; 
on one ſide was the chapel, the other 
was divided into two apartments, in one 
of which the bermit ſlept, the other 
ſerving him ſor a kitchen. 


My hoſt, after taking off his wallet, 
lighted a taper and prepared the table, 
placing on. it a cold ſhoulder of mutton, 
a ſauſage, ſonie cheeſe, pears, and nuts. 
He then brought a flaſk of wine and two 
glaſſes, which he filled, deſiring me to 
1 refreſh myſelf. I found the wine very 
good for a hermit, and complimented 

my hoſt thereon... My ſon,” ' replied 
he, . God does not forbid us touſe the 

gifts 
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gifts of nature, provided we-uſe them 
moderately. > Wine is a friend to man; 
is the beſt reſtorative to old men like 
me, who need an artificial heat, to ſup. | 
ply that exhauſted by age. Thanks be 
to heaven, the charitable inhabitants of 
the village do not let me want it, any 
more than ather neceſſaries of life.” 


The hermit ſeated me oppoſite him 
at table, where we eat with good appe- 
tite. During ſupper T had time to con- 
ſider my hoſt with more attention than 
J had before done. To- judge by his 
beard, which was very white and long, 
he appeared at leaſt eighty : his features, 
however, were not impaired by the traits 
of age, - appearing ſtrong and ruddy. 
His face, without being handſome, was 


commanding, but harſh and deſigning. 
$97 95 a > This 
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This truck me ſo forcibly, that I could 
not defend myſelf from an acute ſenti- 
ment of fear. What I had heard of the 
thieves came afreſh into my mind, and 
made me apprehend that I had taken an 
inconſiderate ſtep. The hermit per- 
ceived my emotion: * What is the 
1 matter, my child,” ſaid ſaid he, you ap- 
pear thoughtful.” It may eaſily be 
ſuppoſed that I did not diſcloſe the 
cauſe of my fears. My good father,” 
replied I, “in the critical 'firuation in 
which I find myſelf,—a miſtreſs loſt, a 
rival killed, there is ſurely matter for 
reflection. Courage, replied he; 
.«< you: ſhould: never deſpair: frequently 
when we think ouſelves on the brink of 
a precipice, ſome unforeſeen event places | 
us at the pinnacle of happineſs. You 
| . * is * motive 
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| do iaſpire hope.” The hermit faid more 
to the ſame purpoſe, beſtowing on me 
much advice on different ſubjects, all 
of which breathed wiſdom and know 
ledge of the world. His diſcourſe, 
and the friendſhip he teſtiſied for me, 
ſoon diſſipated my fears, and animated 
by the liquor which he repeatedly ſup- 
plied me with, I at length ee 
Venere dene e wot r 
The * ended; he . 8 
dot long prayer, uncovered the 
table: he then took me by the hand and 
led me into the kitchen, where he made 
me a bed of ſome truſſes of ſtraw and 
ſkins. This bed is not very eaſy, my 
fon,” ſaid he; . but at your age one is 
not difficult: the aſſiſtance of x ſoft 
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God keep you; I mall awake you early 
in the morning. I returned thanks to 
my hoſt who retired, and throw ing my. 
felf in my cloaths om the bed, the pow. 
erful doſe of wine 1 des ere _ 
ee me into a een mou” 


inn 


* know not how long my fleep laſted, 
but: it muſt have been à conſiderable 
time, for when I awoke I found myſelf 
totally recovered from my fatigue ; but 
what was my ſurprize to find myſelf on 
another bed than that on which I threw 
myſelf the night before. 1 My aftoniſh- 
ment redoubled-on looking round me, 
and recognizing none of the ſurround- 

ing objects. A mortal dread took poſ- 
ſeſſion of me; the hermit returned to 
my mind; I recalled, to my memory the 
ferocity I had diſcovered in his features. 
270 f Some 


Some of his diſcourſe I now recollected 
as ambiguous, nor could I longer doubt 
but that J was the dupe of an artſul 
hypocrite. +. The place where I now 
found myſelf was a kind of cave, very 
extenſive, and: totally dark, had not a 
gloomy lamp, which hung to the roof, 
diffuſed a melancholy light. This dreary 
manſion appeared cut in the rock; its 
only furniture conſiſting of the miſerable 
bed on which I was laid, and two chairs. 
For ſome time I was loſt in my unhappy 
refle&tions; at length I roſe to aſſure 
myſelf whether there were no means to 
eſcape from this dreadful abode. I en- 
dea voured to open the door, but my 
efforts were uſeleſs, being ſecured with 
ſo ſtrong a lock that it reſiſted my ut- 
moſt ſtrength. Driven to deſpair,” 1 
enn the victim of the | hermit's. 
ee | villainy. 


m raden 
villainy. A thouſand times did 1 urls 
| the:traitor; who had deceived, me, and 
who muſt have ſome ill deſign by his 
tranſporting | me hither during. my ſleep. 
I endeavoured to compoſe myſelf, and 
conſider of the danger to which I was | 
expoſed, when I ſuddenly heard a noiſe ; 
a. moment after the door opened, and 
two ill looking fellows, each armed with 
A large ſabre and piſtols in their girdle; 
entered. I gave myſelf up for loſt, and 
throwing myſelf zt thhir-foer begged —* F 
life. Fear nokhint my child,” re 
| plied one of them, „e will do thee 
no e thaw art docile, follow 
A IE? 
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Theſe uns a, my „a- 
n and ] obeyed without reply, 


n my guides through a long 
ee covered 
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covered paſſage that was enlightened 
by a number of lamps, and on the 
ſides of which appeared ſeveral apart- 
ments, or rather diſtinct caves. We at 
lengeh reached a large hall, very well 
furniſhed, and en! ightened by a great 
quantity of tapers in chryſtal ſconces. 
Eighteen perforis, fiftcen men and three 
women, were ſeated round a table co- 
vered with different kinds of 1 meat. As 
foon as L appeared, one roſe and came 
to meet me. I inftantly recognized him 
for my Hermit, thbugh he had now ns 
beatd; and was dreffed in 4 riding fuit. 
He preſented me to the company, fay= 
ing, Gentlemen, behold my bargain : 
what ſay you'? Are you not ſatisfied with 
him? On this introduction they all 
burſt into the moſt immoderate laugh 
ter; Joking at my . «© My 
485 friend,“ 


WY 


muſt confeſs I performed my part very 
dexterouſly. I dare ſwear you thought 
me the moſt pious ſoul within theſe 


/ 
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friend,” ſaid the falſe” hermir; you 


hundred miles. Poor lad! he has not 
the reſt of the company many jokes of 
prevented any reply for by their diſ 


for the villains who had aſſaſlinated the 


a. ſhort time overcame my firſt alarm, 
and affecting a cheerful air, replied, 


® Faith, gentlemen, I am not ſuch " 


dupe! as you imagine. If I have been 
deceived, it is at leaſt -agreeably'; for 1 
muſt confeſs; did not expect on my 
ann to nr in ſuch good com- 


; | pany.'* 
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pany: My anſwer appeared to pleaſe 
the robbers: one of the women at table 
bid me ſit down by her, and preſenting | 
me with a glaſs of wine, ſaid, „No 
wonder child, you are aſtoniſhed drink 
that, it will recover your ſpirits.— 
Truly, la Föurbiere, continued ſhe, 
addreſſing the falſe hermit, * thou haſt 
procured; an excellent recruit. The 
young man is well made, with an air of 
courage and eaſe that charms me: we 
ſhall make ſomething of him. © I think 
fo, myſelf,” replied he: *,doſt- thou 
know, Sophy, that he has already killed 
his man?” This information excited 
the curioſity of the company ; and when 
I had taken a few glaſſes of wine and 
ſome refreſhment, they ordered me to 
relate my adventures. I did ſo, as 
| . as poſſible; when I had con- 
cluded, 
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cluded, the robbers eongrakflarss: me 
on my courage. My friend, ſaid the 
chief of the gang, thou haſt reaſon to 
thank the happy chance that placed thee 

among us. The entranee of tllis cavern 
is ſo concealed; that difcovery is impofſ- 
ſible: here thou art perfectly ſecure from 
the purſuits of juſtice. Our cooles 
aſſiſtant has been dead this fortnight: 
thou ſhalt ſupply his place and want for 
nothing. If we are ſatisſied with thy 
ſervices, hereafter we may admit thee 
to ſhare our exploits: but remember; 
that the leaſt endeavour to eſcape, an 
attempt which thou wouldſt find fruit- 
leſs, would ſubje& thee to an inſtant and 
cruel death.“ bbs Eo nn e 
ä The Ae in which the chief pro- 
nounced theſe laſt words made me 
5 tremble; 


tremble; and as ah remained for 
me but obedience, I replied that I ac- 
cepted the employment with pleaſure, 
hoping that 0 zeal would ſoon obrain 
his confidence. n -12] 
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ducted to the kitchen, Where I found 
two new faces; one of whom was the 
cook, the other the lad belonging to the 
ſtable, who alſo was valet to the Whole 
gang. As I drew near to this laſt, I 
recognized him for the peaſant h 
had attempted to rob Roſette's father, 
but whoſe. project I had ſo fortunately | 
fruſtrated. I was greatly ſurprized to 
ſee him, knowing that he was delivered 
to the Marechauſte : for the villain, he 
did not immediately recollect me, but 
having -canfidered me attentively for 

| ſome 
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| ſome time, he ſtarred! ſuddenly, and 
ſnatching up a knife, aimed at me With 
8 the utmoſt violence, and which, had it 
l been directed with more judgement and 
leſs fury, would doubtleſs have been 
| fatal. The knife, however, only grazed 
Wl | my ſide, and ſtuck in the door behind 
| me. | I loſt ne time, but ſeizing him 
by the throat, I threw him on the 
| ground, where in my paſſion I ſhould 
| have ſtrangled him, had not the cook 
uſed his utmoſt efforts to make me loſe 
my hold. The noiſe we made brought 
all the thieves, who ſeparated us, de- | 
- manding the cauſe of the confuſion, . I 
related to the captain 'the reception I 
had met with, and the reaſon to which 
I attributed his behaviour. The chief 
immediately called, and giving him 
ſome ſmart ſtrokes with a cane, rold him 
| at 
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at the . time, that if in future he 
behaved ill to me in any reſpect, or gave 
cauſe of complaint, without further 
ceremony he would blow his brains out. 
As this valet: well knew his maſter to be 
a man of his word: in theſe reſpecta, he 
promiſed all. he deſired, excuſing him 
ſelf far the paſt by ſaying he could not 
command his paſſion on the firſt ſight 
of a man who had n daun him 
mme 


7 00 eel ci day inftrudted in 
my new occupation ; it was as. before 
_ obſerved to help in the kitchen: in a 
few days I grew ſo-expert as to be able 
to aſſiſt the cook, - The robbers loved 
good living two or three of them 
frequently went out diſguiſed to pur- 
chaſe proviſion, at the ſame time en- 

W., quiring 
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quiring into all the news that was Rir- 
ring, and ſometimes returning with very 
important information to the com munity, 
which the chief never failed to turn to 
advantage. The falſe hermit was par- 
| ticularly ſerviceable to them, that villain 
playing his-part with ſo much hypocriſy 
| that all the inhabitants in the environs 
looked on him as a ſaint. Father An- 
tony was welcomed and entertained 
where ever he called, all trying who 
could beſt ſupply his bag; the women 
running to meet him and confide their 
ſecrets, the men in every material tranſ- 
action aſking his advice. Thus it is that 
a ſpecious outſide frequently impoſes 
upon mankind, and the moſt deteſtable 
villany receives the homage due to 
virtue. 1 e Ale 

| I ſlept 
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I ſlept in the ſame apartment with the 


cook: they had furniſhed me with linen 

and neceſſary apparel. The thieves be. 
 haved to me with tolerable kindneſs.” T 
was well fed, and had plenty of wine, 
ſo that on the whole my ſituation was 
better than T had dared hope. Not- 
withſtanding, the idea of dwelling among 


ſuch a gang of villains, a fear of ſome 


diſagreement which might prove fatal; 
and the ſlender hope I had of. ever 

eſcaping from this odious cave, all con- 
ſpired to overwhelm me with a ſorrow 
that impoſſoned every hour. I how- 
ever endeavoured to conceal it from thoſe 


ſanguinary men, who would not have 


failed to have treated me with cnielry 


had 9 65 5 it. 
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As Lvaited at table I often witneſſed 
their orgies, their licentious diſcourſes, 
the moſt execrable oaths, and new plots 
whieh they were forming. Frequently 
in the frenzy of drunkenneſs they quar- 
relled with each other, but the chief had 
ſo. great an aſcendancy over them, that 
a ſingle word from him never failed to 
appeaſe them. The captain, as they 
termed him, was a robuſt man, about 
| forty years of age, his manner and per- 
ſon announcing the utmoſt ſtrength, He 
ſpoke but little, but that with under- 
ſtanding. It was eaſy to, diſcover that 
he had received a good education, a cir- 
cumſtance that was alſo, diſcernable in 
ſeveral of the others, whoſe converſation 
frequently convinced, me they were: of 
reſpectable families. Great was my 
aſtoniſhment to find men calculated to 

I 5 ſupport 
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ſupport a life of credit, ſunk to ſuch a 


ſtate of degradation as to- embrace the 


means of preſerving it by the molt 1 in- 


famous and wen means. 


I have already ſaid 2 aan 3 | 


three women with them ; two of thofe 


appertained to the community, and had 


been vety handſome, but debauchery 
had faded the roſes of their com plexion ; 
their features were emaciared, their eyes 
ſunken, and amply reftified the il] effects 
of vice, Ir would be difficult for me to 
give an idea of the effrontery of theſe 
infamous creatures; it ſurpaſſed even 
that of their abominable lovers : the 
obſcenity of their diſcourſe, the looſe- 
neſs of their behaviour, frequently forced 
a bluſh on my cheek, inſpiring me with 
a ſecret horror to theſe omeaſts of a ſex, 

| F 3 PR 
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in whom un, and modeſty are the 
areatcſ attractions. "x 
Ul Hom 24 

The third of theſe women was called 
Julia, and miſtreſs to the captain only. 
She was a handſome brunette; her com- 


Plexion tolerably freſh, tall and finely 


ſhaped. , She was more reſerved in her 


behaviour than her companions, and it 


was eaſy to diſcover that their manners 
were diſpleaſing to her. Far from giving 
into their tranſports of turbulent mirth; 
ſhe was ſerious; her face bearing ſuch. 


_ ſtrong traits of melancholy as left me 


little doubt that ſhe lived among theſe 
villains . contrary to her inclination. 
The idea of meeting in this den of rob- 
bers with a perſon who had ſome ap- 
pearance of probity gave me the greateſt 


pleaſure, and cauſed: a beam of hope to 


3 dawn 
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dawn upon my ſoul. Julia was greatly 
beloved by the captain; even the other 
robbers treated her with diſtinguiſhed 
politeneſs. I therefore thought that 
could I gain her good will, her protec- 


tion might be uſeful to me, and endea- 
voured to pay her all thoſe little atten- 


tions which the ladies are neyer blind to. 
Julia appeared pleaſed with my be- 


haviour, ſpoke to me with kindneſs, and 


praiſed my zeal and underſtanding to 
the captain. Frequently I caught her 
eyes fixed on me ſo ſtrongly; that they 


appeared to wiſh to read my heart, 1 


diſcover its inclinations. 


The robbers went out almoſt daily on 
their expeditions; in which caſe, the 


cook, the lad that minded the horſes, 


and myſelf, were left alone; the ſecond 
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of theſe, ſince the correction of the 
captain, had behaved to me without 
rancour, ſo that we lived in tolerable 
fellowſhip. The cook had taken a liking 
to me, which he plainly difcovered if 
any of the thieves treated me harſhly, 
ever taking my part with the utmoſt 
zeal,—an rm that called ern 
my gratitude, | MI" 


* | a 


One day, when we were emptying 
fome bottles of excellent Burgundy in 
the abſence of the robbers, I aſked the 
lad by what means he' had eſcaped the 
hands of juſtice, “ Thou know'ſt,“ 
replied he, © that we were delivered to 


the Marfchanſte; my companion and 
ſelf were to be conducted to the priſon 
of Nancy, in order to anſwer the accu- 
fation of the farmer. About half a 

| league 
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league from the city we met ſome Huſ- 
ſars, who taking us for deſerters, re- 
ſolved to deliver us. Several of them 
fell on our guard; and notwithſtanding 
their repreſentations, and informing 
them as loudly as they could that we 
were thieves, they broke our chains, 
and giving us ſome money, bid us fly as 
quick as poffible. There was no occa- 
on to repeat chis command ; ; we in- 

ſtantly obeyed; running with our utmoſt 
ſpeed until we reached a wood, where 
we concealed ourſelves duting the re- 
mainder of the day. At night we cbn- 
tinued our way, defigning to reach the 
frontiers: it was very dark, and my 
companion, who walked before me, fell 
into a pit, and had the misfortune to 
break his leg: I was obliged to abandon 
him in this ſtare, in order to provide 
"Fi for 
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for my own ſafety. As I was croſſing a 


foreſt not far from hence, juſt at break 


of day, I heard ſeveral guns fired, 
and a moment after a number of horſe- 


men appeared. They ſeemed aſtoniſhed 


to meet me. One ofthem aſked where L 
was going, and who I was. This. un- 
expected meeting had ſo greatly confuſed 
me, that I could hardly ſtammer out 
ſome unconnected ſtory. The. horſemen 


perceived my embarraſſment ; and 1 


heard, my interrogator ſay, to the reſt, 


N 


Let us diſpoſe of this raſcal, he has 


perhaps witneſſed what has paſſed.” 1 
then knew into what hands I had fallen, 


and throwing myſelf at their feet, con- 
feſſed chat I was an unhappy. wretch. 


flying, from justice. | This account ap- 


peaſed the horſemen, who told me to 
follow them. to a place where I ſhould 
Ava be 
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be in perfect ſafety. 1 accepted the 
offer with joy, one of them took me up 
behind him, and in a quarter of an hour 


«„ % 7 bd 


we reached this. place, where I was 
immediately inveſted with my preſent 
poſt. I am perfectly fatisfied with my 
ſituation, I frequently accompany our 
gentlemen in the moſt perilous enter 
prizes, and ſome future day hope to 
ſhare the fruits of their exploits.” 


When James had concluded, Gen- 
tlemen,” | ſaid the cook, © ſince you 
ſeem in the humour of relating ſtories, 
I will entertain you with mine. You 
will ſee. to what dangers I haye been 
expoſed, and how fortunately I have | 
eſcaped them,” The cook drank two. | 
or three glaſſes of wine to moiſten his 
throat, coughed to clear his voice, and 
0 5 -F 6 begun, 


Ve _- OSS ay — — wg 
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begun, as vill be __ in the -next 
ee In 


„ i 


CHAP. v. PII 
Adventures of 1 the cook. TEN 


*I\ Was born at r my father was 


an honeſt ſhoemaker with a large family. 


I had no ſooner reached my twelfth year 
than he found it neceſſary to teach me 
his buſineſs. I had ever loved indepen- 
dence, and could not bear to fit the 


| whole day nailed to a ſtool; T therefore 


frequently made my eſcape to divert 
myſelf with ſome idle young dogs that 
alſo loved play better than work. My 


father, who was pretty ſevere, chaſtiſed 


me; but theſe chaſtiſements, far from 
reforming, only augmented my aver- 
Hon to work, and encreaſed a defire of 

Independence. 
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independence. One day that my father 
had puniſhed me with more than uſual 
ſeverity, -I refolved to eſcape from his 
authority. I was ſeventeen years old, 
tall, and ſtrong of my age; and having 
heard great talk of Paris, and the agree- 
able life led in the capital, reſolved to 
go to that city, but was at a lofs how to 
procure money to take me thither, an 
idea that employed me during feveral 
days, Ar length I deviſed a way which 
I thought infallible, My father worked 
for fome of the firſt houfes i in the city ; 
E knew there was thirty crowns due to 
him from a rich trader who paid quar- 
terly. As this term was not far diſtant, 
I wrote a note by which my father en- 
treated the merchant to favour him with - 
that ſmall fum, having a a preffing calf 
for money. I preſented this letter 

118 boldly, 
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boldly, which. he had no ſooner read 


than he paid me the amount of the bill. 


Rejoiced to poſſeſs what to me appeared 
a conſiderable ſum, I inſtantly left the 
city, and with the utmoſt ſpeed took the 


road to Paris, where 1 arrived without 


accident; but my money was dreadfully 
diminiſhed during the journey, and as 


economy was never in the liſt of my 


virtues, in a few days I had not a far- 
thing remaining. The : only reſource that 


1 had left was to return to my trade of 


ſhoemaking ; ;, but I could not ſubmit. to 
it, ever repreſenting, to myſelf that; I 
was born for a more exalted ſituation. 


1 


A was walking one morning on the 


Pont- neuf, reflecting what meaſures 1 


ſhould adopt, when I perceived a man 
who taking ad vantage of the croud very 


adroitly 
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adroitly- robbed a gentleman of his 
watch. I found this manner of ſharing 


the property of others very much to my 
taſte, and reſolved to make the circum- 
ſtance uſeful. I followed the pick- 
pocket, and requeſting to ſpeak to him 
privately, * Sir, ſaid: I, I have wit- 
neſſed the ſkill with; which you have 
operated on a watch, and have conceived. 
ſuch an admiration for your talents, that 
I long to imitate them, and ſhould owe 
you,an eternal, obligation if you would 
. inſtruct me how to make as good a uſe 
of my hands. The pickpocket ap- 
peared confuſed; he thought I meant to 
entrap him, and puſhing me from him 
with, rage, called me an impertinent 
impoſtor. This reception did not how- 
ever make me relinquiſh my project; 2 
aſſured him I ſpoke ſeriouſly, declaring 
| in 
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in the moſt parhetic manner the miſery 
to which I was reduced, convincing him 
at length of my fincerity: he then aſ- 
ſumed a ſmiling look, aſking me whe. 
ther I felt a decided preference for the 
vocation whoſe dexterity he had given 
me a flight proof of: On the affirma- 
tive, he told me to follow him. Aſter 
half an hour's walk, we arrived in a 
very narrow ſtreet, where my conductor 
led the way into a houſe of mean ap- 

pearance,and-introduced me into a large 
apartment, in which about a dozen 
people were ſitting round a table. 
«Gentlemen, ſaid the pickpocket, © here 
N a young man who has a great defire to 
enter into our- ſociety; he appears to 
poſſeſs the necefſary qualifications, and 
1 think we may make fomething of 
bim. He then related the manner in 
which 
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which I had accoſted him, and my 
preſſing requeſt. The whole company 
praiſed my conduct, many of them 
queſtioning me on different ſubjects; 
all of which I anſwering to their ſatiſ- 
faction, they admitted me a member of 
the ſociety, my conductor taking on 
himſelf the care of inſtructing me inthe 
flight of hand and ſubtilties of the 
buſineſs. I made ſuch rapid progreſs 
in this new ſcience, that in a month F 
perfectly underſtood how to pick a 
pocket, flip a card, or throw a die, with 
the moſt ſkilful of the brotherhood. 
During my noviciate they furniſhed me 
with money, and the cloaths neceſſary 
for the noble buſineſs in which I was 
embarked. When the chief thought 
me capable of acting, he ſaid, My 
friend Ignace, thou art now initiated | 

i | into 


/ ” 


114 © THE FRENCH 


into all our 'myſteries;—thou haſt ho⸗ 
thing more to fear from the frowns of 
fortune; thy {kill will always. ſoſten its 
aſperity: thou art capable when thou 
wilt to uſe thy talents, I anſwer for their 
ſucceſs. He then inſtructed me in the 
eſtabliſhed rules of the community, the 
principal of which was that all prizes 
ſhould. be brought to the ſociety, and 
the money ariſing from the ſale equally 
ſhared among the members. I promiſed 
to fulfil exactly all theſe conditions, and 
went the ſame night to the opera to 
make my firſt eſſay. In one of the 
boxes I remarked a fat financier, who 
every now and then drew out an elegant 
gold watch, enriched with diamonds. [ 
determined to appropriate this trinket, 
and when the piece was concluded 
watched the moment the financier left 

| his 


& * 
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his box, and haſtening round to meet him 
on the ſtairs, I ruſhed by him ſo haſtily, 
that he fell on his back. I inſtantly pre- 
tended the utmoſt ſorrow for this miſ- 
fortune, making a hundred excuſes as I 
raiſed him, begged his pardon, at the 
ſame time taking poſſeſſion of his watch. 
While the heavy Midas was replacing 
his wig, and muttering between his ; 
teeth the appellations of booby and 
rattlebrains, I ſlipped down the ſtair- 
caſe, and loſt myſelf in the croud. On 
my arrival at che ſociety I produced 
with an air of triumph the ſplendid 
prize. My companions were in raptures 
at the ſight; but when I informed them 
how I obtained it, they paid me a hun- 
dred compliments, declaring that my 
firſt eſſay was a maſter- ſtroke. þ 


60 My 
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My acceſs in this firſt expedition 
only augmented my ardour, and I foor 
ſignalized myſelf by freſh exploits ; but 
it would take up too much time to re- 
late the different arts I uſed during a 
year, through which not a day paſſed 
without my making ſome one feel the 
effech of my dexterity; in ſhort, I was 
reckaned the moſt adroit of the whole 
band. We had ſome girls in the com- 
munity who procured us information, 
and were of much uſe in the buſineſs; 
notwithſtanding we found it very difi- 
cult to eſcape the vigilance of the 
police, who purſued us with unequalled 
ardour. Several of our comrades had 
been ſurprized in the very moment of 
exhibiting their ſkill, and ſeverely pu- 
niſhed. Theſe examples forced me to 
reflect, and I found that ſooner or later 
I could 
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1 terhin fail falling into the claws 

of thoſe blood - hounds. To eſcape this 
I determined to relinquiſh the buſineſs, 
but firſt to make ſome bold ſtroke which 

ſhould ſupply me with money . 
to uppert me a n time. 


2 Llodged in a furniſhed hotel, where 
an American lately arrived alſo; occu- 
pied part of the houſe, and who was 
reputed: to have amaſſed. a conſiderable 
fortune by commerce: I had obſerved 
his baggage, and particularly remarked 
a ſtrong box, which by its apparent 
weight I concluded to be money. On 
this box I therefore built my plan, occu- 

pying myſelf perpetually with the means 
of obtaining it. The American uſually 
went out about noon, never returning 
till eleven at night, leaving the care of 
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his apartment to an old domeſtic; who 
was much attached to him. As the 
chamber of this laſt mentioned was 
oppoſite to mine, I ſoon made ac- 
quaintance with him, frequently deſiring 
him to tranſact little commiſſions for 
me, which trouble I always took care 
to repay with generoſity. Sometimes I 
invited him into my room to take part 
of ſome bottles of wine, as I remarked 
drink was his peculiar foible. By theſe 
means I ſoon obtained his confidence, and 
Picard, who loved to chatter, not only 
informed me of his whole hiſtory, but 
alſo that of his maſter; from which 
information I gathered whatever was 
neceſſary for forwarding my purpoſe. 
He one day informed me that the Ame- 
rican was to ſet off in two days to a 
diſtant provihce, where he had purchaſed 
a an 
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an eſtate: this news obliged me to 
haſten the execution of my project. 


Ad 


* The next day when the American 


was out, Picard came up as uſual to my 


apartment. I feigned indiſpoſition, and 
entreated him to keep me company. 
The honeſt fellow, who I truly believe 
had an affection for me, conſented, ex- 


preſſing his ſorrow for my illneſs. I 


had ordered a good dinner, which when 
brought I entreated Picard to do honour 
to in my ſtead, He did not want much 
entreaty, but placing himſelf at table, 


fell to with good appetite, drinking yet 


more heartily than he eat. I had mixed 
an opiate in the wine, whoſe efficacy I 
had before frequently made trial of. 
At the ſecond bottle Picard's head was 
affected; he talked thick, and frequent 

gapings 
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gapings announced the effect of my 
Pieard, overcome by the violence of the 
navcotic, fell from his chair fs. 
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Siding: line ia-abls tran {fas 


time, but rummaging his pockets ſeized 
the key of his maſter's apartment, 


whieh I entered with. great precaution, 
dns lh dear after me. 1 ſought on 
all ſides, and ſoon diſcovered-a bureau 


which I had no doubt contained the 


object L was in ſearch of. 


I had pro- 


vided, myſeif with falſe keys, and ſoon 
opened! it, and found my expectations 
not diſappointed, the wiſhed-for box 
being in a large drawer. I ſeized it, 
and locking the drawers: with great care, 
as alſo the door of the apartment, re- 


curned 
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turned to my own” chamber with my 
precious burthen. Picard was ſuoring 
with all his might; ſo taking ind: 
my ſhoulders, without danger of waking, 
I carried: him to his -own — and 
threw We on nahe bed. 


120 n dare to inform 
my hoſteſs that I ſhould ſer off in the 
evening for the country, where I ſhould 
remain for a fortnight. In conſequence 
1 ſent. directly for a poſt chaiſe, in 
which placing my trunk which con- 
tained the ftrong box, I ſet off full 
ſpeed from Paris, taking the road to 
Flanders, and travelling day and night, 
till I was out of the kingdom. Arrived 
ſafe at Oſtend, I examined my dear box, 
which I found contained three thouſand 


Louis in gold, Tranſported with joy 
Vor. . 33 
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to ſind myſelf, ppſſeſſor of ſuch a con- 
ſiderable ſum ¶ reſolved to go to Eng- 
land, as I ſhould; be there. in perſect 
ſafety, and accordingly embarked on 
board a packet - boat, which landed me 
ſuſe in Britain, aſtęr one day's fail. 
Arrived in London, I took an elegant 
apartment, hired ſeveral ſervants, and 
gave myſelf out for a French gentleman 
who travelled for 1 amuſe ment... As mo- 
ney in all countries is the moſt powerful 
recommendation, I had ſoon a number 
of acquaintance. I was particularly 
intimate with a baronet, whoſe temper 
was ſimilar to my on, Sir Charles 
| Bersford was a bachelor, and at the 
death of his parents was left in poſſeſ- | 
ſion of a conſiderable eſtate, which-his 
prodigality had:greatly reduced, and in 
the manner he lived muſt in a ſhort 
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time entirely exhauſt. He had an only 

ſiſter, who was reputed one'of the moſt 
beantiful women in England. Miſs 
Jenny Bersford to the figure of an angel 
joined the moſt amiable diſpoſition and 
cultivated underflanding, her features 
amply beſpeaking gentleneſs and uni- 
verſal benevolence: a trait of ſoft me- 
lancholy rendered her beauty more 
attractive, and made it impoſſibie to 
look on her without love. I was not 
inſenſible of her charms, and as my 
friendſhip with Bersford gave me free 
acceſs to the ſiſter; I preſently: became 
violently enamoured with this charming 
Engliſhwoman. I neglected nothing to 
pleaſe her, and obtain à return of af. 
fection, but all my endeavpurs were | 
fruitleſs, Jenny ever treating me with 
that cold politeneſs which is the moſt 
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certain mark of indifference. One day 
when I found her alone, I reſolved to 
declare my paſſion. She heard me with 
an air of tranquillity, replying, I am 
ſorry it is not in my power to return the 
affection you teſtify for me: I experience 
for another the ſentiments you have 
declared for me. The young Engliſh- 
woman then informed me that ſhe had 
long loved a lieutenant, whoſe profeſſion 
forced him to be ſeparate from her, 
that they had. mutually promiſed to live 
for each other, and that ſhe only waited 
his return, which could not be diſtant, 
to be united to him by indiſſoluble 
bonds.'— What, adorable Miſs Jenny!“ 
ſaid I, throwing myſelf at her feet, 
© have I no hope remaining? at leaſt 
permit me to continue my viſits and at- 
tentions to you: perhaps my ſufferings, 
„ the 
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the ſincerity and xrdour of my love, 
may in time diſpoſe, your heart more in 
my favour.'—* You are little acquainted 
with the heart of an Engliſhwoman,” 
replied ſhe, if you think it ſo capable of 
change. I adore my lover, I live for 
him, he alone can make me happy: nor N 
time, nor abſence, nor even his infi- 
delity, can deſtroy an affection which N 
death alone can terminate. This an- 
ſwer deprived me of all hope of gaining 
Miſs Jenny's heart, and I retired in 
deſpair at my ill ſueceſs. 


« The indifference. of Miſs Bersford 
inſtead of extinguiſhing my. paſſion aug- 
mented it to a degree of frenzy. I 
paſſed whole nights without ſleep, the 
image of the cruel Engliſhwoman, ever 
before me. 1 ſpent ſeveral days in 
| G3 reflecting 
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reflecting on the means of farisfying my 
paſſion, and aſter ruminating on different 
projects reſolved to carry her off; being 


of opinion that a little violence is often 


not .diſpleafing to the ladies, and that 
when once Jenny found herſelf in my 
power ſhe would be glad to ſubmit, and 
grant, with a good grace, what ſhe had 


— 


Hh 1 had no ſooner formed this pro- 


| jeR, rhin'T determined to put it in exe- 


cution. Miſs Bersford had a pretty 
chambermaid, and whom I thought did 
not appear very ſcrupulous. I con- 
trived to meet her privatety, and by 
dint of perſuaſions and money engaged 
her to affiſt my project. This girl in- 
formed me, that her miſtreſs was in a 
few days to viſit an aunt in the country, 
i PT about 
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about four leagues from London, that 
ſhe ſhould accompany her, and the 
chaiſe be eſcorted by two ſervants. I 
reſolved not to loſe this opportunity, 
and letting one of my fervants, whom 
I could truſt, into the plot, he ſoon 
found four men neceſſary for our pur-. 
poſe, On the day of Miſs Bersford's 
journey we fat off early, and concealed 
ourſelves in a ſmall wood through which 
ſhe had to paſs, all wearing maſks to 
prevent diſcovery, We had hardly 
waited an hour, when we diſcovered the 
chaiſe. I immediately advanced with 
my myrmidons, ordering the poſtillion 
to ſtop. He inſtantly obeyed, and 
while two of my men kept him in awe, 
I drew near and opened the chaiſe-door. 
One of the ſervants endeavoured to 
prevent me, but I blew out his brains 
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in an inſtant : the other ſeeing the fate 
of his companion took to flight. Jenny 
had fainted, and was motionleſs in the 
arms of her maid, who played her part 
with the utmoſt dexterity, crying, 
| ſcreaming, and at length pretending to 
ſwoon, I took Miſs Bersford in my 
arms, and carrying her to a chaiſe I had 
prepared for the purpoſe, placed my- 
ſelf by her, and ordered my ane | 
to ſet off full ſpeed. | 


I had hired a country-houſe not 
more than half a league from the fpot 
where I ſeized her: it was on an unfre- 
quented heath: here I conducted Miſs 
Jenny before ſhe recovered from her 
fainting fit. I carried her into an 
apartment, and laid her on a bed, The 
diſorder of her dreſs augmented her 

charms. 


* 
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charms. My eyes gazed on her with 
rapture, and I was on the point of pro- 
fiting by the favourable moment of her 
inſenſibility, when ſhe recovered her 
ſenſes. At fight of me ſhe gave a loud 
ſcream, and appeared ready to relapſe 
into inſenſibility. Throwing myſelf at 
her feet, I aid, Pardon, too charming 
Miſs Jenny, a man who cannot live 
without you, and attribute the violence 
he has been guilty of to his love alone. 
It may prove to you what lengths ſuch 
a paſſion may carry me. I do not pre- 
tend to juſtify myſelf-; I am guilty; 
you deprived me of all hope. Driven 
to deſpair, I. had no choice. but the 
means I have uſed, or death. Is it 
thus,” ſaid the, * that Frenchmen endea- 
vour to gain the hearts of women? they 
are, however; not calculated to ſubdue 
G8 mine. 
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mine. Return to your reaſon, fir, and 
ſtifle a paſſion which has rendered you 
thus culpable. Give me my liberty, and 
your' repentance ſhall obliterate your 
crime, and bind my heart to you by 
gratitude, though I cannot by love.” 


* My paſſion for Miſs Bersford was 


too violent to ſuffer me to loſe the fruits 
of my enterprize; I therefore told her 
JI was ready to grant every requeſt ſhe 


could make, but giving her liberty ; that 

I loved her to ſuch exceſs that I would 

ſuffer death ſooner than be ſeparated 

from her. I now employed all the arts 

I could deviſe to move her, but in vain, 

they were diſregarded and uſeleſs.— 

Sometimes ſhe threw herſelf at my 

feet, and conjured me with tears to re- 

ſpect her virtue, and reſtore her liberty: 
other 
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other times, giving way to anger, ſhe 
loaded me with reproaches, calling me by 
the moſt opprobious names. I found I 


had to do with a woman of no ordinary 


difpoſition, and that it would be impoſ- 


fible to gain any thing from Jenny by 
perſuaſion : — violence alſo appeared 
_ doubtful, for deſpair gave her ſtrength 
to fruſtrate all deſigns on her perſon.— 
I even endeavoured, in vain, to raviſh 
ſome trifling favours. I therefore re- 


ſolved to have recourſe to art to obtain 


my ends, and feigning to be moved with 


the virtue of Jenny, faid, with a voice 


of contrition, * The conflict is over, 


moſt charming of women! rectitude has 


triumphed, and diffuſed its power over 
my heart. I feel the unworthinefs of 
my conduct; deign to forgive it, 1 

ſwear to ſtifle the fatal paſſion, which 
; 8 6 : has 
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has rendered me ſo criminal, and hence- 
forward to look on you with the vene- 
ration due to your virtue. I then told 
Miſs Bersford that from that moment 
ſhe was free, but that reaſons of the 
utmoſt importance to my own ſafety 
required that I ſhould defer returning 
| her to her friends until the next day. 
Jenny at firſt doubted my ſincerity. To 
ſay the truth, ſo ſudden a change might 
well ſurprize her; but I added ſo many 
oaths and reaſons to convince her of my 
veracity, that at length ſhe gave faith 
to my repentance. . Now joy ſparkled 
in her eyes, and the roſes of her com- 
plexion bloomed on her cheek with 


redoubled beauty. She vowed to forget 


the paſt, and to conceal from every one 
the name of the perſon who had offered 
the inſult. | 


18 Charmed 
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Charmed to find the eredulous 
Engliſhwoman gi ve ſo eaſily into the 
ſnare, I neglected nothing during the 
day to confirm her opinion. In the eve- 
ning I perſuaded her without much dif. 
ficulty to take ſome nouriſhment: her 

fears appeared entirely diſſipated. I 
applauded the ſucceſs of my plot, and 


waited with impatience to reap the fruits 
of the deceits I had been obliged to 
fabricate. I muſt inform you, that I 
mixed a powerful doſe of the ſoporific 
powder, whoſe efficacy I had tried on 
the American ſervant, in ſome jelly 
which was prefented her, retiring my- 
ſelf very early, under pretence that ſhe 
muſt want reſt. . tp 


« When I thought. the powder had 
taken effect, I re- entered the apartment 


by 
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by a private door, of which I had the 
key, and that the hangings of the room 
had prevented her obſerving, and pro- 
firing by the happy moment of ſtupe- 
faction, completely ſatisfied my paſſion. 
For about half an hour I had given way 
to the raptures which ſuch charms muſt 
inſpi pire, when Jenny awoke !—Surprized 
and indignant, ſhe diſengaged herſelf 
from my embrace, ſcreaming with the 
utmoſt violence, and loading me with 
invecti ves. I endeavoured to calm her, 
repreſenting that as the evil was without 
remedy, nothing remained but to meet 
my love with an equal return, and grant 
with a good grace the favour J had en- 
joyed during her inſenſibility. This 
diſcourſe ſerved only to encreaſe her 
rage, and flying at me, I ſhould have 


_ paid for * ſhort-lived pleaſure, 
had 


- 
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had I not exerted my utmoſt ſtrength In 
holding her; by which means J came 


The emotion of Miſs Bersford was too 
violent to laſt, and was ſucceeded by 
the deepeſt melancholy and weakneſs. 
Throwing herſelf on a chair, ſhe burſt 
into tears. Good heaven,” exclaimed 
ſne, my ruin is then certain. My dear 
lover! I am no longer worthy of thee! 
I have no happineſs to hope for on 
earth; death alone can terminate my 
woes. Abominable monſter ! quit my 
ſight ; thy preſence augments my grief, 
by recalling to my memory the ſhame 
with which thou haſt overwhelmed me. 
Begone! and though the weakneſs of 
my ſex prevents my taking vengeance, 
heaven will nat fail to puniſh thee.* 


* chought 


off with no injury but a few ſcratches. 
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A thought it moſt prudent to leave 
her for ſome time alone, and therefore 
retired, hoping that ſhe would reflect on 
| the inutility of her grief, and that on 
my return I ſhould find her more favour- 
able to my wiſhes, 
© I immediately went to bed, but 
found it impoſſible to ſleep: the moſt 
ſiniſter ideas preſented themſelves to my 
mind. I experienced an anxiety and 
dread that more particularly aſtoniſhed 
me, as I was never ſubject to the re- 
proaches of conſcience, I attributed it 
to the uneaſineſs that the fl ght of Jenny 
might occaſion me. 1 had, however, 
previous to that event, - pretended a 
journey to Scotland, and diſcharged all 
my'domeſtics, except the valet who was 
in my intereſt, It was I thought poſ- 
ſible, 


GIL BIAS. 137 
fible, that the houſe where I concealed 
Miſs Bersford might be diſcovered, in 
which caſe I ſhould incur the utmoſt 
rigor of the Engliſh laws. Unable to 
reſt, at day-break I returned to Miſs 
Jenny's apartment ; but what a horrible 
ſpectacle preſented itſelf + ſhe had hung 
herſelf to one of the bed-poſts;, uſing 
her garters for that pu rpoſe. I drew 
back with horror; a cold ſweat over- 
ſpread my limbs. Diſmayed, I inſtantly 
cut the fatal ſtring, uſing every means 
to recal her to life; but all my endea- 
vours were uſeleſs Jenny was gone 
for ever! | 


« Driven to deſpair, a thouſand times 
did I curſe my fatal paſſion; and had 
not my. ſervant prevented, ſhould have 
periſhed by my own hand. In this 
tranſport 
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tranſport of frenzy, I diſcovered: a paper 
on the table, on which was written theſe 
words with a 'pencil : — © Perfidious 
ſtranger! couldſt thou think 1 would 
ſurvive my diſhonour *: Learn, that an 
Engliſhwoman prefers death to ſhame, 
Thy crime has rendered life odious to 
me; heaven will doubtleſs pardon my 
weakneſs that cquld not ſupport it — 
to that I remit the vengeance that ſooner 
or later will overwhelm thee.” 


% This letter ſerved to augment my 
deſpair, which was redoubled by the 
ſight of the livid and inanimate corps of 7 
Jenny. Ar length my man La Fleur 
dragged me from this heart-rending 
ſpectacle, repreſenting the inutility of 
my affliction, and the neceſſity of eſca- 
ping by a ſpeedy flight the danger which 
threatened 
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threatened us. We immediately mounted 
two ſaddle horſes that we kept ready in 
caſe of danger, and left this tragical 
ſcene with the utmoſt haſte. We ſoon 
reached the neareſt port, where to our 
great fatisfation we found a veſſel on 


the point of ſailing for Portugal. 1 


ſodn agreed with the captain, who an 
hour after embarkation left the port 
with a favourable wind, 


« The multiplicity and violence of 
the ſenſations I had experienced during 
the laſt two days had ſp blunted my 


uſual acuteneſs, and abſorbed my facul- 
ties, that I was for ſome time in a ſtate 
of weakneſs and inſenſibility, which 
hardly permitted me to give a thought. 
on exiſtence, A profound ſleep, which 
appeared to be the medium berween 

| life 


Ph. 
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life and death, ſucceeded, In this ſtate 
I remained. ſeveral hours, when I, Was 
awoke by. the moſt alarming cries... I 
inſtantly roſe, and went on the deck to 
enquire into the cauſe. What I faw 
explained it: ſufficiently : the ſky was 

darkened, the lightenings flaſhed, the 

fea roared, all announcing a dreadful 
tempeſt. In effect, the ſailors. were 
ſoon unable to ſteer the veſſel, which 

| daſhed by the waves was ſhattered by 

Ss every wind, until at length a billow 

| threw her againſt 'a rock, and beat her 

| to pieces. I know not what then be- 

came of me, the water which I ſwal- 
lowed depriving me of all knowledge 

- and feeling. 


« When 1 recovered my ſenſes, 1 
found myſelf in the midſt of . ſeveral 
a people, 


rt Ai | 1 f 
people, who were aſſiſting and endea- 
vouring to recal me to life. I aſked 
them where I was; they replied on the 


coaſt of Brittany; that having ſeen a 


veſſel wrecked, they ran to the ſhore to 
try to ſave ſome of the crew; that they 


had found my body, which the waves 


had caſt on the ſand, and hoping to 
recover me, conveyed me to their habi- 


tation ;—congratulating themſelves in 


the ſucceſs of their endeavours. I teſti- 
fied my gratitude to theſe good people, 
ſtaying ſome days among them until I 
had recovered my ſtrength, then quit- | 

ting them, without- knowing where to 
| direct my ſteps. | OWE 


„ was not without inquietude on 


finding myſelf on the coaſt of France. 


I did not doubt but great enquiries had 
been 
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| been made to diſcover me; but as near 
2 year had elapſed ſince the robbery. of 
the American, and I was a conſiderable 
diſtance from the capital, I conſidered 
myſelf in tolerable. ſecurity. What | 
particularly embarraſſed me was that 1 
was deſtitute of clothes and money, and 
knew no means to furniſh anyſelf, but 
by che ſame methods I had uſed at 
Faris. . 5 


12105 1 walked ſlowly, plunged in me- 
lancholy reflections, when a man on 
horſeback paſſed by me. I ſaluted him 
with politeneſs, which he anſwered as 
kindly, aſking me where I was going. 1 
related my ſhipwreck, declaring the 
diſtreſs to which it had reduced me. 
The traveller appeared moved with com- 
5 paſſion at my recital, informing me that 
| he 
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he was clerk of the kitchen to a lady of 
fortune, whoſe caſtle was about two 
leagues diſtant; that if I would follow 
him he would engage his miſtreſs in my 
favour. I did not heſitate to accept 
this propoſal· When we arrived at the 
caſtle, my conductor preſented me to 
his lady, who was about fifty years of 
age, and of à healthy appearance. She 
received me with kindneſs. I had in- 
vented-a ſtory, in which my ſhipwreck | 
was the only true circumſtance, but that 
I related with ſo much pathos, as pecu- 
liarly intereſted her. When I had 
finiſhed, © Le Brun,“ ſaid ſhe to the 
cook, I think this young man might 
ſupply the place of your aſſiſtant, who 
was diſcharged yeſterday; for though 
he does not underſtand the bufineſs, as 
he has the appearance of being docile 


and 
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And active he will ſoon improve. 1 
have no doubt of it, madam,” replied 
my conductor. Well, my friend, will 
that ſuit you?” ſaid the lady, addreſſing 
me. 1 anſwered. that I Was truly ſen- 
able of her kindneſt, and accepted it 
with joy; that I could not ſufficiently 
bleſs the happy fortune that conducted 
me thither, but would endeavour to 

ſhew my gratitude by my diligence and 
ſubmiſſion. This anſwer gave ſatisfac- 

tion, and I was the very ſame day 
initiated into my new employ. Le 
Brun took ſo much pains to inſtruct me, 
that 1 was ſoon capable of ſupplying 
his place. As I perceived he was much 
eſteemed by my miſtreſs, I took the 
utmoſt pains to gain his confidence, and 
at length ſo completely ſucceeded, that 
he concealed nothing from me, making 
; me 
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L had been near chree months in 
the caſtle; the life I led there was quiet 
and comfortable, but its uniformity ill 
accorded with my active roving diſpo= | 
ſition, which was ever on the ſearch for 
novelty. Such ſameneſs was weariſome 
to me, and I was perpetually deviſing 
means to acquire a ſecond time riches 
enough to live independent. Theſe 
were my intentions, when a vexatious 
adventure plunged me afreſh into a moſt 
melancholy ſituation. Le Brun told me 
one day in confidence, that he had fallen 
deſperately in love witha country girl that 
lived about half a league from the caſtle, 
but that his love was diſregarded, and her 
virtue inſurmountable. Thou ſhalt ſee 
Vox. I. „ her, 
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her, my dear Ignace, ſaid he, chou 
wilt allow her to be a miracle of beau. 


ty.'—In effec, the next day he'took me 
to ſee his country laſs, of whom he had 
not given an exaggerated picture, ſhe 
making a lively impreſſion on me even 
at firſt ſight, which I however carefully 
concealed from the cook, even offering 
to endeavour to advance his ſuit, and 
diſpoſe the fair one to return his affec- 
tion. My dear friend, ſaid he, em- 
bracing me, could'ſt thou ſucceed, I 
ſhould owe thee more than life. I aſ- 
ſured him that I did not deſpair, hav- 
ing frequently been mediator in ſuch 
caſes, and always victorious. Theſe 
words overwhelmed the cook with joy ; 
he conjured me to neglect nothing in 
order to render the nne peaſant 
| 6 _ 547424844 hind. 
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kind. I promiſed all, laughing hear- 
tily within myſelf at his credulity. 


The next day I went alone to viſit 
her, but inſtead of entertaining her with 
the love of Le Brun, I declared my 
own. The fair one did not appear to 
me half ſo ſhy as the cook had repre- 
ſented. I muſt confeſs, I was rather 
more perſonable than her other lover, 
who was near fifty, and of a very plain 
phyſiognomy, therefore it was the leſs. 
aſtoniſhing that his Dulcinea repulſed 
him. In ſhort, I had not paid more 
than three viſits to the young laſs, when 
ve came to the moſt amicable under- 8 
ſtanding. I did not fail to profit of her 
kind diſpoſition, however, taking care 
to flatter the paſſion of Le Brun; aſſu- 
ring him, that my perſuaſions had taken 
H 2 eflect, 
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effect, * chat Suſan (which Was her 
name) would ſoon capitulate. I even 
perſuaded her to behave with leſs cool- 
neſs towards him; yet, I know not how, 
he began to conceive ſuſpicions, which 
however he. did not declare to me, but 
reſolved to watch us. 


one eius le had repaired, 
as was my uſual cuſtom, to Suſan, and 
we were giving way to our mutual fond- 
neſs, the cook' ruſhed in at a moment 
when equivocation was fruitleſs. Half 
diſtracted, he ſtruck me on the head 
with a ſtick which he had in his hand, 
exclaiming, Ah, traitor! is it thus 
thou haſt abuſed my confidence? — 
He again lifted his arm to ſtrike me, 
when drawing a kitchen-knife which 
ſtuck in my girdle, I plunged it into 
I his 
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his breaſt; on which he immediately 
fell, articulating only theſe Words, 1 
am murdered * 


5 Nothing remained for me but Aight, 
Regardleſs of Suſan, who lay ſenſeleſs 
before me, I inſtantly gained the neigh- - 

bouring wood, where I concealed my- 
ſelf until night, then continued my 
rout, carefully avoiding all frequented 
paths, I walked thus during four days, 
entering the firſt cottage I met with 
when preſſed by hunger, paſſing myſelf 
on the inhabitants for a deſerter, and 
receiving from the innocent folks all the 
afliſtance | in their Power. 


7 My uu was to repair to Bruſſels, 
and enter into the ſervice of the empe- 
ror; when one evening, as I was croſſ- 

H 3 ing 


IO rn FRENCH 


ing a foreſt. in theſe environs, I diſ- 


covered the hermitage.- I reſolved to 


entreat aſſiſtance: the herniit received 


me with that air of kindneſs which you 
know he can ſo well aſſume. The 
ſanctity of his manners, and his affa- 
bility, gained my confidence, and I 
openly declared to him my erltical ſitu- 


ation. The hermit on this information 


changed his tone, and taking off his 
falſe beard, My friend,“ faid he, * thy 
confidence deſerves an equal return; 
learn, that I am not what I appear: 


34 follow me, thou ſhalt ſee things that 


will ſurprize thee. He then took me 
by the hand, and led me into the cavern; 
where I found a party of our gentlemen, 
who received me kindly, and when I 
had related my adventures, propoſed to 


take me into their community. I Wil- 


lingly 
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lingly conſented, and as they were in 
need of a cook, offered to ſupply that 
office; which was accepted with grati- 
tude. I have been here near a year, 
during which I have not experienceda 
moment's ſorrow. . My comrades are U 
equally happy: we live in abundance: it 
is true, that tis at the expence of our 
ſellow- creatures, but who throughout 
the world ĩs not guided by ſelf intereſt; 
and would not erect his fortune on the 
ruin of his neighbour? The only dif- 
ference, in my opinion, conſiſts in the 
means: thoſe we employ are, I muſt 
confeſs, rather rough ; but why has fate 
reduced us to uſe them? Why has that 
unjuſt inequality that reigns among man- 
kind neceſſitated us to have recourſe to 
violence, to procure a ſhare of the 


wealth to which we have as juſt a right as 
H 4 | thoſe.. 
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- thoſe who enjoy it? The moſt perfect 
union reigns among us ; we regard each 
other as brothers; and as- all partake 
the danger, we have an equal right to 
the prizes, which are depoſited in ſafety, 
in order that when we have amaſſed 
riches ſufficient to enjoy all the pleaſures 
of life, they may be equally ſhared, each 
member retiring where he may think 
proper. We have a chief, becauſe that 
it is neceſſary that all ſocieties ſhould 
have a ſuperior to direct their motions, 
It is true, we run great dangers; but 
beſide our retreat being impenetrable to 
the ſtricteſt ſearch, we take our precau- 
tions ſo accurately, that tis impoſſible 
our expeditions ſhould be diſturbed by 

the officers of Juſtice. The worſt that 
can happen, is it not glorious to die in 
arms? and, to a man, we ſhould prefer 
| falling 
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ling i in-the cauſe; to ſurrendering and 
being led as a ſpectacle enn ö 
ne on a ſcaſfhld. 0 nM 


C HAP. VI. 
Feen, and further adventures 
in the cave. 


I Feigned to adopt the cook's ſenti- 
ments, which however I did not find 
the leſs condemnable for all his falſe 
ſophiſms. Some minutes: after” the 

thieves entered; joy ſparkled in their 

eyes, having juſt acquired à capital 
booty. I helped to carry ſeveral very 
heavy trunks into the public treaſury, 
which was a large deep hollow within 
the rock, and almoſt filled with different 


a effects; 
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effects; one large trunk contained the 


gold coin, another the ſilver, a third 


the copper, and a fourth incloſed trink - 


ets of different kinds, as a prodigious 


number of watches, ſnuff-boxes, rings, 
and jewels, I ſhuddered when I re- 


flected on the methods by which theſe 


villains had acquired ſuch riches, and 


far from wiſhing to obtain a part by the 


ſame means, my averſion for the mon- 
ſters redoubled, and my wiſh to eſcape 


them became more active. Though the 
_ thieves treated me with kindneſs, I, was 


watched; and ſtrictly. forbidden to quit 


| the! kitchen ; notwithſtanding I deter- 


mined to hazard all to deliver myſelf 
from the. odious ſlavery in which I was 
confined. - 
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iSound days after I had formed this re- 
ſolution, the robbers went out upon an 
important expedition: the cook accom- 


panied them, leaving me alone with 


the lad, who happening to be drunk, 
ſoon fell into a profound ſleep. I ſeized 
this occaſion to explore the cavern, and 


diſcover whether there were any means 5 


of eſcape. I took a torch, and with as 
little noiſe as poſſible began my ſearch. 


The cavern was immenſely large, nar- 


row at the entrance, but widening in- 


ſenſibly as you proceeded. Its length 
was about two hundred paces; pillars 
formed by nature at unequal diſtances 
ſupported the vault, which appeared to 


me from fifty to ſixty, feet in height: 


the labour of man had divided this vaſt 
ſpace into different apartments, ſepa- 
* by partitions, the whole length of 


H6 which 
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which ran a long covered paſſage. The 
only entrance of the caye was ſecured 
by, a grate of iron, beyond which was a 
door of wood with a large padlock, 1 
had no doubt but this opening had a 
communication with the hermitage, but 
how to vanquiſh the double obſtacle 
which oppoſed my flight I could not 
tell, the chief of the gang always car- 
rying the keys about him. To pro- 
cure theſe ſeemed impoſſible ; and re- 
turning in deſpair at the little expecta- 
tion I could form of eſcaping, a door 
of one of the apartments . ſuddenly 
opened, and a woman appeared. It was 
| Julia,. the captain's miſtreſs. I was in 
the utmoſt confuſion on finding myſelf 
- ſurprized; but approaching me with a 
kindneſs that baniſhed my, fear,. ſhe 
aid, Henry, 1 have long wiſhed. fox 


an 
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an opportunity to talk to thee alone; 
Fear nothing: my companions are faſt 
afleep, and the robbers cannot yet re- 
turn. She then took me by the hand, 
and led me into her apartment, where, 
when ſeated, Henry, continued ſhe, 
« I was pleaſed with thee at firſt fight : 
thou haſt awoke in me a ſentiment which 
I thought for ever extinguiſhed. From 
that moment thy prefence' alone gave 
me pleaſure: tell me, can thy heart 
return my affection? Such a confef. 
ſion, in the mouth of a pretty woman, 
of whatever ſituation, muſt always pro- 
duce ſame effect; neither was I inſen- 
ſible to it. Tis true, my heart ſpoke 
but faintly" in favour” of the captain's 
miſtreſs ; but a young man does not al- 
ways need thavayxiliary to enable him to 
2 love of à kind falr one- 1 

told 
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told Julia that her affection gave me 
the greateſt pleaſure, and that ſne might 
depend on the moſt perfect return on 
my part. Alas, Henry,“ replied ſhe, 
how can I believe thee? for though I 
do not doubt the ſincerity of thy decla- 
ration, yet the diſgraceful ſtate in which 
thou ſeeſt me muſt give thee an ill 

opinion of me. How is it poſſible that 
thou couldſt love a woman thou couldſt 
not eſteem ? Notwithſtanding,” if thou 
knew'ſt my. ſtory, thou wouldſt have 
more compaſſion for me than diſdain.” 
— Tears prevented her continuing. I 
uſed my utmoſt endeavours to diſpel 
them, aſſuring Julia I felt the greateſt 
tenderneſs for her; accompanying my 
words with demonſtrations proper to 
convince her. The captain's miſtreſs's 
heart and inclinations were in perfect 
wt, 1 : uniſon, 
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uniſon, and we enjoyed wirhout reſerve 
we un nee n 
| e this ſcene of mutual tender- 
neſs" 1 teſtified to Julia how much 1 
wiſhed to eſcape” the ſhameful ſlavery 
in which I was detained. © My dear 
Henry,” replied ſhe, © thy defire can- 
not be greater than mine;—thou haſt 
only expreſſed what I was going to re- 
veal to thee. I never loved the captain; 
a cruel neceſſity obliged me to live with 
him, and unite our intereſts : ſince I 
became acquainted with thee my diſlike 
for him has ſtrengthened.” 1 have fre- 
quently wiſhed to eſcape from the 
cavern; but did not dare undertake it 
alone; nor diſcover my intentions to any 
here, for the villains are all equally 
wicked... Thou appeared an angel de- 
"= 3 n. 


4 


1 is 
#+ 


160 88 run FRENCH 


| ſcended from heaven to deliver me from 
theſe monſters, whoſe ſhameful condut 


has ever inſpired me with horror. Do 
not, however, attribute te a deſire of 
liberty the declaration I have juſt made; 
it is independent of eyery other object. 
1 hope one day ta prove to thee, that 
though love has occaſioned me to loſe 
ſight of virtue, love can re-· animate it 
in my heart, and again recal to action 
thoſe ſentiments of probity which. a 
* education had . e „ 


7 leaye the reader to, gueſs how much 
I was charmed, to find Julia's inclina- 
tions fo conformable to mine, a know- 
ledge which increaſed the intereſt I be- 
gan to feel for her. As our interview 
bad laſted. near an hour, I thought it 


r to retire, Julia aſſured ms ſhe 
| wu 
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would employ her whole thoughts on 
the meaſures to break our chains; after 
which we ſeparated, agreeing to meet 
again the firſt time the abſence of the 
0 would Permit. 


I had hardly reached * kitchen when 
the robbers returned. They appeared 
in the greateſt confuſion; their clothes 
were covered with blood and duſt. One 
of them informed me, that being in 
ambuſcade near the high road, they 
diſcovered a carriage, in which was a 
gentleman. They inſtantly attacked it, 
and after a ſeeble reſiſtance began to 
pillage the proprietor; when ſuddenly 
ſeven horſemen, all well armed, ap- 
peared in ſight and fell on them, re- 
gardleſs of their ſuperior number. The 
2 was bloody, victory being long 


undecided ; 
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undecided; but ar length the Villains 
ronquered by their numbers, killing 


ſeveral of their opponents, and putting 
the reſt to flight. They however paid 


dear for their ſucceſs, two being ſhot 
dead, and three dangerouſly wounded : 
of theſe laſt mentioned was the cap- 
I RET 5 
- One of the robbers, who had been 
bred a ſurgeon, dreſſed the wounds; thoſe 
of the captain were the moſt dangerous, 
having been ſhot. in the breaſt, I was 
ordered to attend him; Julia feigning 
grief pretended to aſſiſt me, and to watch 
him with rhe greacel n 


As he had loſt a cohfiderable quantity 
| of blood, he' lay in a ſtate of weakneſs 
* n inſenſibility. Julia 
dais | pPplrofiting 
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profiting of a moment when we were 
alone with him; ſaid to me in a low 


voice, © My dear Henry, heaven doubt< 


leſs favours our deliverance by offering 
ſuch an occaſion: do not let it ſtip. 
Rely on me for the preparations :' in a 
ſhort time we ſhall be free,” I an- 
fwered by preſſing her hand. | 7 | 
et . 5 'F 3 


Aa 


Some hours after, the thief ſurgeon 


came to take off the firſt dreſſing, The 


captain, who till then had not ſpoken 
a ſingle word, ordered him to declare 
without diſguiſe his opinion. This 


imp of Æſeulaptus heſitated; but on a 
freſh injunction owned the wound of his 
chief to be mortal, and that his care 


was fruitleſs. The captain no ſooner 
heard his fate pronounced, than he 
threw himſelf into a paroxiſm of fury; 

HER _ uttering 
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uttering the moſt execrable oaths and 
horrid blaſphemies. This ſcene, which 
was totally unexpected, made my hair 
ſtand upright. © Such then,” ſaid I, 
« is the end of villains. Crime, which 
has marked their days, attends them to 
| the laſt hour of their lives ; and having 
ſtifled the voice of remorſe during their 
wicked career, they die without re- 
pentance. - 


The frenzy of the captain terminated 
by a fainting ſo nearly reſembling death, 
that he was with the utmoſt difficulty 
| recovered ; he then appeared more 
tranquil, and the ſurgeon and other 
robbers retired to take ſome reſt after 
their fatigues. Julia and myſelf re- 
| mained alone with the captain, who 
PEN fell into a lethargic ſlumber, 
which 
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which apparently would only terminate 
by his death. | 


Julia now approached me, ſaying. 
« My friend, the moment of our deli- 
verance is arrived: every thing is pre- 
parẽd. I have filled a caſket with gold 
and jewels, and hid it near the opening 
of the cavern. Nothing can oppoſe our 
flight. The thieves are aſleep, and 
their deteſtable chief paſt all power of 
moleſting us. Let us depart ; let us fly 
theſe bloody men, heaven will protect 
us.” She now advanced towards the 
bed of the captain, and took the keys 
that lay under his head. ' I armed my- 
ſelf with a' pair of piſtols, in caſe of 
danger, and giving my hand to Julia, 
we left the captain, and ſpeedily gained 
the extremity of the cavern, Here we 

found 


. 
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found this caſket, which I took under | 
my arm, and opening the iron grate 


with great circumſpection for fear of 


noiſe, we locked it the ſame, uſing the 
utmoſt care alſo with the ſecond door, 


beyond which we found ſome planks, 


that on the outſide totally concealed 


the entrance. Theſe we removed, and | 


ſaw the light. 


Our firſt care was to return thanks to 


| heaven for delivering us from ſuch a 
horrible retreat. We next croſſed a 


kind of court ſituated behind the her- 
mitage, that brought us toa door which 


opened upon the country, and through 
which the robbers always paſſed in their 
expeditions, 
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After happily eſcaping all theſe ob- 
ſtacles, we uſed our outmoſt exertions 
to gain the high road; we were not 
however without inquietude, well know- 


ing that the falſe hermit was gone out 


to ſpy what was paſſing in the environs, 
under pretence of begging: we might 
chance to meet him, —and I had no 


doubt but that the villain, who always 


carried arms concealed, would ſacrifice 
us for his own ſafety. To prepare for 


the worſt, I loaded my piſtols, tho- 


- 


roughly reſolved that if we met to 


prevent his malice, and deliver the 
world from ſuch an hypocritical monſter. 


My precaution was not uſeleſs, for we 
had hardly proceeded a league, when, on 


the turning of a lane, we ſaw the vil- 


lanous hermit advancing in a ſlow pace, 
| and 
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and his uſual deceitful manner. He 
likewiſe inſtantly diſcovered us, and 
gueſſing our flight, ſudden as lightning 
fired a piſtol at me. The ball glanced 
by my ſide and ſtruck the unhappy 
Julia, who gave a piercing cry. and in- 
ſtantly fell bathed in blood. I. was 
more adroit than my adverſary, and ruſh- 
ing on him, I fired, and ſtretched him 
ſenſeleſs at my feet. At the very in- 
ſtant this ſcene was paſſing, four horſe- 
men of the Marecbauſſte, who were 
patroling in the environs, came up, 
having been alarmed by the report of 
the fire arms, and finding two perſons 
wounded, immediately a pprehended and 
bound me, naturally ſuppoſing me the 
perpetrator of this aſſaſſination. One 
went to ſeek aſſiſtance at the neighbour- 
ing W and ſoon returned with 


ſome 
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ſome peaſants, and a ſurgeon, who 
bound up the wounds of Julia and the 
falſe hermit, placing them on biers;; 
which performed, our melancholy caval. - 
cade, eſcorted by the Mar#chailſſee, took 
the road to the city. We paſſed through _ 
ſeveral villages, the inhabitants of 
which crouded round us, obſtructing 
our paſſage. To confeſs the truth, it 
vas no common ſpectacle, to ſee a 
| woman extended on a bier, a hermit on 
another, and myſelf chained and guarded | 
on each fide, The country people, who 
regarded me as the murderer of the 
hermit, loaded me with invectives.— 
Poor father Antony l“ cried the wo- 
men: „Good holy man, we ſhall never 
more receive thy advice and conſola- 
tions! Go, villain, we will be preſent 
a. Mn cExecytion; an. ſhall we ſhgd. &- 
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dear at thy pangs. It vas in vain that 
1 declared my innocence, and aſſured 
them the hermit was the greateſt mon 
ſter that ever diſgraced human nature. 
They would not hear me, treating me 


as the vileſt impoſtor; and I really be- 
lieve that had I not been guarded by 


the Marecbauſer, the peaſants would 
have torn me to pieces. Thus it is 


that appearances impoſe on the igno- 
rant, and lead them through blind pre- 
vention to commit acts of cruelty and 
911100. 2 


We: amis in length in the city: the 
officers conducted us to the public pri- 
| ſon, where I was thrown into an ob- 

ſcure dungeon. I entreated my con- 
ductors to inform the criminal judge of 
rhe place, that I deſired to communicate 

Pe 4 | ſomething 
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bomeihing to him of the greateſt / im- 
portance, and that as ſpeedily as poſſible. 
| The police officer performed my requeſt, 
and in about half an hour I was fetched 
from my dungeon, and led into the 
apartment of the gaoler, where I found 
the magiſtrate, to whom I related in 
few words my adventure with the falſe 
| hermit, and my reſidence and eſcape 
from the cavern, repreſenting to him 
how neceſſary it was to ſend a ſtrong 
party before my flight was diſcovered. 


I had hardly concluded this advice 
when' an officer entered to inform me 
that father Antony was dying, and en- 
treated to ſpeak to me. The judge, 
who from my recital had little doubt of 
my innocence, ordered me to be con- 
duded to the dying man, himſelf alſo 

x I 2 attending. 
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attending. On my appearance the her- 
mit ſeemed to collect his utmoſt ſtrength, 
ſaying, Henry, I wiſh to terminate a 


life which has been ſoiled by a thouſand 


crimes, by one good action. Sir,“ 

continued he to the magiſtrate, in a 
faint voice, © this young man is inno- 
cent: I betrayed and delivered him up 
to my villanous companions. ' I am yet 
more culpable than they, ſince I have 
dared profane the ſacred habit I aſſumed, 
for which I beg forgiveneſs of God, 
though I fear my crimes will not eſcape 
his vengeance.” —The falſe hermit here 
ceaſed, being ſeized with a convulſion, 
in n which he e. 


His depoſition completely juſtified 
me. The judge ordered my chains to 
be taken off, and two companies of 

the 
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the Marechauſſce to immediately prepare 
and go to the cavern. He deſired me 
to be their guide, and to inſtruct the 
chief in command in the moſt proper 
means of taking the robbers with as 
little bloodſhed as poſſible. Many of 
the inhabitants armed themſelves, and 
joined our party; and mounted on good 
horſes, we took the road full fpeed to- 
wards the hermitage. Our firſt care on 
our arrival was to guard all the avenues, 
after which the exempt of the company, 
myſelf, and a party of men quitting 
our horſes, entered the interior part of 
the hermitage. Having reached the 
court into which the cave opened, I 
diſcovered nothing that might indicate 
the flight of the robbers. When we 
had taken breath for a few minutes, 
and the Marecbauſſee had poſted them- 


13 ſel ves, 
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ſelves, I cautioufly opened the firſt door. 
We were but juſt in time, for the thieves 
on awakening had diſcovered our efcape, 
and ſurmizing that my firſt ſtep would 
be to diſcover their retreat to the ma- 
giſtrates, had determined on flight, 
arming themſelves to the teeth, and 
were that very moment preparing to 
leave the cavern, one of them being 
in the act of opening the iron grate, 
As ſoon as they diſcovered us they re- 
coiled ſome paces, being overcome 
with ſurprize and fear: their emotions 


were, however, ſoon converted to rage, 
giving us a general diſcharge of their 
piſtols through the grate. A ball 
pierced my hat, and two archers were 
grievouſly wounded. 


This 
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This warm reception cooled the ar- 
dor of the affailants ; the exc npt or- 
dered the door to be ſhut, and we 
entered into 4 deliberation of what 
means we ſhould uſe. It was no eafy 
taſk to take the robbers in their den, 
as we had no doubt but that driven to 
the laſt extremity they would defend 
themſelves as' deſperadoes, in which 
eaſe much blood muſt be ſpilt in the 
conflict; We therefore came to a reſo- 
lution to keep the villains blockaded, 
and reduce them by famine. In con- 


ſequence of this determination, the 
Marechauſſee eſtabliſhed themſelves in- 
the hermitage, placing a ſtrong guard 
at the entrance of the cavern, and bar- 
ricading the door ſo ſtrongly that it was 
impoſſible for the robbers to force their 
way out. | 


14 Two 
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Two days elapſed. thus; on the third 
one of the guards informed me that a 
robber had called ſeveral times through 
the grate, deſiring to ſpeak to me. I in- 
ſtantly repaired thither with the exempt, 
and keeping the outward door a-jar, 
aſked what he wanted with me.— 

Henry,“ faid the voice, which I re- 
cognized for. the cook's, © we implore 
thee to intercede in our favour. We 
conſent to ſurrender, on condition that 
our lives ſhall be ſpared,” —** No, vil- 
lains,” exclaimed the exempt, © ſuch 
wretches deſerve no mercy, | and we will 
have you dead or alive.” —* Well,” 
_ replied the robber, if we muſt die, 
we will die like men: you ſhall ſoon 
ſee what brave fellows are capable. of.” 
Theſe words were accompanied by a | 
torrent of oaths and invectives, and 
made 
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our precautions. 
About an hour after we heard ſeveral 
reports of piſtols rapidly ſucceed each 
other, from which we ſurmized that 
ſomething extraordinary had happened 
in the cavern. I hazarded to look 
through the opening, but diſcovered no 
one: I then with precaution advanced 
to the grate, but all was quiet. This 
behaviour ſtimulating the honour of the 
party, they determined to enter the 
cavern, denominating me their leader. 
We reached the covered paſſage, with- 
out interruption, and from thence en- 
tered the hall, where the moſt dreadful 
ſpectacle preſented itſelf ;—ſtreams of 
blood covered the ground, and the rob- 


bers lay dead, and fallen acroſs each 


1165 other: 


made us think it neceſſary to redouble 
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other: after having maſſacred the two 
women, they had rendered to each other 
the cruel ſervice of reciprocal death. I 

deſired the exempt to be called, who 
vas perfectly ſatisfied to find he had no 
more to apprehend from theſe villains. 
They then carried the bodies out of the 
eavern, and alſo the effects which were 
found there, and we returned to the 


Such was the end of theſe monſters, 
whoſe lives had been marked by re- 
peated crimes; too happy in eſcaping, 
by private death, their deſerved; puniſh- 
ah,, in to. + nab ods 


; My firſt care on my return was to 

repair to Julia, whom I had | not. ſeen. 

ange my apprehenfion, and on. whoſe 
12 | account. 
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account J felt the moſt lively concern. 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me ſhe held out" her 
Rand, faying, I die content, my dear 
Henry, ſince I ſee you once more before 


che termination of a life which has been 
diſgraced by the moſt ſcandalous con- 
duct, and for which heaven has pu- 


niſhed me. I fubmit to its will, return- 


ing thanks for the clemency which has 
n me time to aſk eee 


The ankappy ſituation of Julia Ang 


me to tears. 


„% My dear friend,“ re- 


plied I, * take courage, RG 
to diffipate thoſe fears which augment 


the danger of your ftate. At your age 
there is no crifis but what nature may 


furmount. Youth repels death. Hope 


then, Julia, the beſt effects from the 
tenderneſs. of my cares, and the aſſiſt. 
S 16 ance 
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ance, of art. * Ah, Henry,” Jinter- 
rupted Julia, Aae not to deceive 
me: I feel that the hour of death is not 
far diſtant, and contemplate its ap- | 
proach without dread; —Long, long has 
my life been a burthen. Ruined, aban- 

doned, odious to my parents and myſelf, 
what remains for me on earth? You 
alone could have enabled me to ſupport 
the. painful weight of my exiſtence, 
but I was not worthy you. Ah, Henry, 
I do, not deſerye a heart like yours: 
the moſt I could pretend to, was your 
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M e b „ wa), Dad: amyfibior 
"Is Sena entered as Julia con- 
cluded ſpeaking : be dreſſed the wound, 
which he found in a better ſtate than he 
expected. He informed me, that if 
the fever ag not encreaſe,, and ſhe 
| paſſed 
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paſſed t the ſeventh day, he would an- 
| ſwer for her cure. This information 
gave me utmoſt pleaſure. The ſenti- 


ment I experienced for Julia was net 


love, but a lively emotion produced by 


pity and gratitude. IL. did not quit her, 
endeavouring to encourage and reſtore 
her mind roltranquillitg 


One M's that ſhe &; much 


better, a ſleep of ſeveral. hours having | 
revived her, “ My dear Julia,” ſaid I, 


deign to inform me how a woman who 


ſeems to me to be formed to love 


and practiſe virtue, could deſcend from 
fault to fault till ſhe became the aſſociate 


of a band of : robbers.*— Alas,” re- 


plied ſhe, © if you knew to what dan- 
gers the weakneſs of our ſex is expoſed, 
and what fatal conſequences one falſe 

Fac tea ſtep 


- 
—  — —  —_ — — 
_ . — — — — * — » * ” 4 
= — — 5 
— = — T_ = = = 
- — — — _- —U— — —— 
— 


9 g 
- — erty Ger Res AI oor re Oe EEE TOR 
——— rͤn ene — —— —— = 
o 


= .— MTS * 


— 


Wa 
o 
* 

* 

F * 

' 

| 

| 
} 

15 

þ 
mY 
. 


182 1 FRENCH 


ſtep may of ei on an unhappy girl. you 
would ceaſe to wonder at the con- 


temptible and abandoned ſituation to 
We L was OLE R 


* 
N= * 
293. » — . 3. 4 
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7 I. Am daughter to a eviinſtllor at 
Toulouſe, my-father enjoying the great- 
eſt reputation at the bar, and living in 

that cafy comfort which is the medium 
between opulence and poverty. Though. 
his family was numerous, his children 
equally partook of his cares and ten- 
derneſs, having for none of them that 
predilection which is ever an outrage to 
| nature. Mr mother was one of thoſe 
Dan 
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doettitilc women ſo conſtantly - at- 
tached to the practice of her duty, rhat 
the exerciſe of virtue was habitual and 
pleaſant. She lived in that happy do- 
meſtic obſcurity to which a good mother 
ſhould bound her ambition. Thus ſhe 


paſſed, undeeded. and uncenſured, and 
ſurely that is female praiſe. 


« I was in my fixteenth year, and 
called pretty,, when the Chevalier de 
Senage, an officer in the regiment of 

—— came to lodge in a houſe 
oppoſite to ours. I foon diſcovered that 
he particularly noticed.me, taking every 
opportunity to ſee me; nor could I go- 
out without meeting him. If I went to- 
the window he was immediately at his, 
his eyes expreſſing ſufficiently the ſenti- 
ments he wiſhed to communicate. He 
7 frequently. 


1 
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frequently ſought to ſpeak to me, but 


could not ſucceed, as I never went out 


alone, and uſually attended by my mo- 
ther. My father received the viſits of 
no officer, well knowing. thoſe gentle 

men are to be avoided among young 
women, and that when aſſiduous to thoſe 
of an inferior rank they have generally 


diſhoneſt motives. | 5 


15 


« Some months elapſed in fruitleſs 


endeavours on the part of the Chevalier; 


and though his attention. flattered my 
ſelf-love, yet. the ſentiments of virtue 
which nature had implanted in me, and 
which education had fortified, preſerved 
my heart from ſeduction. The. Cheva- 
lier, 1 muſt confeſs, pleaſed me. He 


N was handſome, with that noble eaſe and 
| elegance of manners that characteriſe a 


man 
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man of quality. But my underſtanding 
was not yet obſcured, by the impure 
breath of paſſion. I repreſented to my- 
ſelf the diſtance fortune had placed be- 
tween us, and that idea was ſufficient to 
ſtop the impreſſion that ſuch an amiable 
man might have made on my heart. 


* One day when I was dreſſing, I 
found a note on my toilet: ignorant 
from whence it came, I opened it, — 
What was my ſurprize, on ſeeing the 
ſignature of the Chevalier! My firſt 
thought was to return it unread, but 
giving, way to that natural curioſity 
which is ſo often fatal to women, I ra- 
pidly threw my eyes over the, contents, 
The Chevalier made me the moſt tender 
declaration of love, proteſting that his Gy 
paſſion was. ſo violent, that it would 8 
| reduce 
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reduce him to the laſt extremity if ! 
continued to treat him with indif- 
ference. 


« The deſpair, real or feigned, of 
the Chevalier moved me. Pity, fo no- 
ble in its origin, is frequently a dan- 
gerous ſentiment in a female breaſt, as 
it diſpoſes the heart to tenderneſs, and 
conſequently to love. I had a melan- 
choly experience of this truth, for 1 
ſoon found it impoſſible to conceal from 
myfelf that M. Senage was dear to me. 

The young officer ſoon diſcovered the 
effect of his billet, 'and his eyes became 
more eloquent. By preſents - he had 
gained one of the ſervant maids, who 
owned to me that ſhe had put the note 
en my toilet, I reproached her; but 
inſtead of defiſting ſhe preſented. me a 
; ſecond, 
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ſecond, which I received with leſs dif- 


ficulty, and even anfwered. The Che- 
valier did not fail to profit by theſe 
happy diſpoſitions, and eſtabliſhed a 
regular correſpondence between us,— 
ever making ſo many proteſtations of 


tenderneſs that I ſoon loved him be- 


yond all bounds, 


« Until now, though I had ſtrayed 


from the bounds of duty, my heart was 


virtuous, I lulled my conſcience with 


the moſt flattering hopes ; my ardent 
imagination overcoming the obſtacles 


which prejudice had raiſed between my- 


ſelf and my lover my mind, inge- 


nious in deceiving me, ſupplying by 


| the moſt brilliant illuſions what was 
wanting to my happineſs. 


QUAICD 9 One 
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2% One evening that all the family 
were retired to reſt, I was ſitting in my 
apartment reading a book, the contents 
of which was analagous to the ſituation 
of my heart, I heard ſome one knock 
ſoftly at the door of my. chamber, 
Thinking it was one of my ſiſters J 
opened it, but judge my aſtoniſhment 
when I ſaw the Chevalier, —I was on the 
point of giving a loud ſcream, but my 
lover putting his hand before my mouth, 
ſaid, * My dear Julia, you will ruin us 
both if you make the leaſt noiſe ; attri- 
bute to the exceſs of my love the bold 
ſtep I have taken. I was determined to 
hazard all, to procure myſelf this ſatiſ- 
faction. But fear nothing; my reſpect 
equals my love, and your honour is dear 
as my own.“ I remained (trembling 
and irreſolute ; the words of the Cheva- 


lier, 


GIL BLAS. 5 189 
lier, however, in ſome meaſure calmed 
my apprehenſions. How,“ ſaid T, 
did you introduce yourſelf here? How 
will it be poſſible for you to return un- 
diſcovered ?*—* Be under no uneaſineſs 
on that account,” replied he, I have 
taken proper precautions. Marton is 
my friend; ſhe let me in at the garden 
door; at day-break I can return unper- 
ceived the ſame way. Then do not 
refuſe, my dear Julia, to allow me a 
ſhort conference. I conjure you to 
grant me that favour by the tenderneſs 
that unites our hearts, and that will 
only conclude with my life.” Saying 
theſe words, he threw -himſelf at my 
feer, preſſing one of my hands. I re- 
mained for ſome minutes in the greateſt 
perplexity, but love at length con- 
quered. I conſented that the Chevalier 

5 - ſhould 
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ſhould paſs a part of the night in my 
room, firſt making him promiſe to 


reſpect and attempt nothing n my 


honour. 


| . We were ſeated near the bed, both 
poſſeſſed of ſuſceptible hearts. Senage 
was but little older than myſelf; I was 
his firſt love, as he was alſo mine: you 
may therefore judge the pleaſure we 
enjoyed in converſing together. But in 
ſuch a te à tele it is very rare that the 
ſenſes. do not take a part,—From re- 
peatedly telling cach other we loved, 
we came to proofs. . My lover forgot 
his promiſe, nor could I find power to 
remind him -of it. In ſhort, he was 
| completely perjured, and I inevitably 
ruined, 

Jak When 
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« When calm ſucceeded the ſtorm or 
paſſion, I began to reflect on the abyſs 
into which love had plunged me, and 
wept bitterly, refraining however from | 
reproaching the Chevalier. We were 
equally culpable, —he in not keeping 
his word, and me in having contributed 
towards making him break it. I had 
alſo to reproach myſelf with a preſump- 
tuous confidence in my own ſtrength, 
But, alas! I was then ignorant that in 
one moment of weakneſs a woman may 
obliterate the fruits of ten years virtue, 


« My lover endeavoured to dry my 
tears by the moſt tender proteſtations, 
and ſwearing eternal love. He had not 
much difficulty ro perſuade. me of his 
ſincerity, for we eaſily believe what we 
wiſh,—We became again culpable, but 
this 


—— 2 ä ͤ— 
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this ſecond weakneſs did not caſt me a 
ſingle tear, thoſe I ſhed-at my firſt de- 


feat being 'Ge laſt wan? of ane 


virtue. | 
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When a girl has taken the firſt ſtep 


in the path of vice, the ſecond becomes 


leſs painful, and the third yet leſs: of 


this I have had a melancholy experience. 
The Chevalier had little trouble to per- 


ſuade me to another interview, his noc- 


turnal viſits at length becoming conſtant; 


che officious Marton lending her afliſt- 


ance, and that with a vigilance that 
ſecured us from our diſcovery. Our 
commerce had continued in this man- 
ner for ſix months, without any thing 
interrupting our felicity.: wholly em- 
ployed in thinking of my lover, my 
only deſire, my only ambition was to 

8 reign 


eee re but that of e 
him. 
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« Notwithſtanding, I ſoon found that 
I bore the fruits of my. unlawful love. 


This diſcovery gave me the utmoſt un- 


eaſineſs, preſenting the whole horror of 
the ſituation to which my culpable weak 
neſs had reduced me; and the moſt 
fatal ideas ſucceeded in my mind to the 
bew itching deluſions; of love. I com- 
municated my fears to the Chevalier, 
who was ſincerely afflicted, but endea- , 
voured to conſole me, faying, that 1 
muſt wait until I. was aſſured of mx 


ſtate, which, when confirmed, we muſt 
take meaſures to ſave me from the re- 


Vol bh. K ſentment 
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reign in his heart: duty, virtue, parents, 
were all forgotten, —Senage compriſed 
them all. I knew no happineſs but his 


* 
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ſentment oi my parents. My mis for- 
tune Was, alas but too certain: and 
ſoon my doubts were changed to cer- 
tainty,—Marton, who was more expe- 
rienced than myſelf, giving me ſorrowful 


? 


intelligence on the ſubject. _ 
Nothing now. remained but to con- 
feſs my ſhame to my parents, and to 
expoſe myſelf to the effects of their 
indignation, . or to quit the paternal 
manſion. The Chevalier perſuaded me 
to adopt the laſt expedient, ſaying, * I 
will conduct you to Paris, where you 
will be ſafe from diſcovery; there you 
can- remain until- after your delivery, 


- when we will concert meaſures to recon- 


eile you to your parents.” 
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As my ſhape daily enlarged, I had 
a moſt mortal dread that my mother 
ſhould diſcover it; we therefore reſolved 
to loſe no time in putting our plan in 
execution, fixing our departure for the 
following night. | 


& "Ie day K this interview 1 
feigned ſickneſs, in order to conceal the 
grief that this deſperate ſtep occaſioned 
me. At the appointed time I went down 
as gently as poſſible, gaining the back 
door, which opened into an un frequented 
ſtreet: the Chevalier was waiting for 
me with a poſt- chaiſe, in which we in- 

ſtantly ſat off full ſpeed towards Paris. 
| Arrived in that city, my lover boarded 
me with a midwife in the Fauxbourg 
St. Antoine. As his preſence was 
neceſſary at Toulouſe to remove all 


K 2 ſuſpicion 
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ſuſpicion of his being acquainted with 
my flight, we were obliged to ſeparate. 
Our parting was ſorrowful. The Che- 
valier ſincerely loved me; he vowed 5 
never to abandon me, and as ſoon as 
poſſible to return again to Paris. A 
fortnight after his departure I received 
a letter from him, informing me that my 
elopement had cauſed much noiſe; that 
my father was in the utmoſt rage againſt 
me, and had made the moſt exact en- 
quiries to diſcover my retreat, declaring 
he would confine me to a convent during 
the remainder of my life. My lover 
added, that he had been fortunate 
enough to baniſh the ſuſpicions which 
his abſence had given rife to. He con- 
cluded this letter with aſſurances of 


_ - Inviolable tenderneſs. ' | | 


. « Three 
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« Three months after my arrival at. 
Paris I was delivered of a daughter, 
who died in two hours after her birth, 
The Chevalier wrote to me regularly 
every week, I directing my anfwers to 
a place we had agreed on. When my 
health was entirely recovered, I took an 
apartment in a furniſhed hotel, ſeldom - 
going out for fear of diſcovery, 1 had 
been near a fortnight without hearing 
from the Chevalier, and began to be 
very uneaſy. at his filence, when I re- 
ceived a letter ſealed with black, and 
directed in an unknown hand. I opened 
it with precipitation; it was ſigned by 
my lover's valet de chambre; who in- 
formed me, that his maſter having had 
a quarrel with the ſon of the preſident, 
in which their mutual honour was en- 
gaged, they had fought; that the Che- 
"Wig _-. valier, 
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valier, after twice wounding his antago- 
niſt, had himſelf _ received a mortal 
wound, dying in two hours. I did not 
conclude this fatal letter, no ſooner 
reaching this dreadful intelligence than 
1 dab ſenſeleſs on the One: 


by © When I recovered, I Gund myſelf 
in bed, the hoſteſs and a foreigner at- 
tending me: he had been only a few 
days at the hotel, and lodged in the 
apartment oppoſite mine. Pardon, 
madam, ſaid- he, the liberty I have 
taken; it is cauſed by the lively intereſt 
with which you have inſpired me. — 
Alarmed by the noiſe of your fall, I 
ruſhed in, found you in a ſwoon, and 
called the hoſteſs, who has united her 
efforts with mine to xecal you to life.“ I 


thanked 
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thanked the ſtranger as well as payne 
would * 


- The news of the tragical death of 
my lover had cauſed ſuch a revolution 
in my health, that I was attacked with. 
a violent fever, whoſe progreſs became 
daily more alarming. Phyſicians were 
ealled in, who, according to cuſtom, 
preſcrlbed a number of remedies, whoſe 
only effect was to make me worſe; the 
fever at length raiſing to ſuch a height 
-that'I loſt my ſenſes.” In my delirium 
1 thought I ſaw the Chevalier, and 

addreſſed to him the moſt paſſionate 

diſcourſes, I was two days and nights 

in this ſtate, between life and death, 

when a happy criſis arrived, and my 
youth and good conſtitution got the 

better of the diſorder. I was ſoon out 
K + g of 
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; of danger: the ſtranger during the whole 

courſe of my illneſs had, hardly ever 
quitted me, attending me with the ut- 
moſt aſſiduity. During the violence of 
my malady I had not noticed him, but 
as I grew. better I teſtified how much- 
Was ſenſible of his kindneſs. +: I have 
done no more, madam,“ replied he, 

than ſatisfy the ſacred duties of hu- 

manityz they coſt us little to fulfil when 


a perſon ſo amiable as yourſelf i is the 
object who. claims them.“ I renewed 
my thanks, aſſuring him I ſhould. al- 
ways think of his attention with, the 
- utmoſt gratitude, 


Ts T'3 8% 43% 2043, 


„When my health was entirely re- 
eſtabliſhed, the ſtranger aſked my per- 
miſſion to continue his viſits: I was too 
much obliged to him to refuſe ſo ſlender 

a ſatiſ- 


TN 
ry 
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a ſatisfaction. e paſſed ſome hours 
every day in my apartment, his con- 
verſation not a little contributing to 
diſpel my ſorrow. He was about thirty- 
five years of age, tall, and well propor- 
tioned ; his face tolerably handſome,. — 
his mind well cultivated, —his manners 
polite and inſinuating. 


« The money which the Chevalier 
had left me on his departure from Paris 
was nearly expended, nor could I deviſe 
any means to reſcue myſelf from the 
diſtreſs which threatened me. One day 
when I was plunged in theſe melan- 
choly reflections, the ſtranger entered 
my apartment and ſurprized me weep- 
ing. How much is the fate of him to 
be envied who coſts you thoſe tears,” 
faid he. I would purchaſe ſuch a 

K 5 mark 
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mark of attachment with my blood. I 
replied, that for once he was miſtaken 
in the cauſe of my affliction. What, 
-faid he, can you have any other ſubject 
- of grief I conjure you, madam, open 
"your whole heart to me. Confide your 
ttoubles in my boſom: Iwill ſhare them 
with you, and think myſelf the mot 
| fortunate of men if I can in any me 
- ſoften their ape gh 


« The manner and tone of ſenſi- 
bility in which this was ſpoken, excited 
my confidence; and as it is ever a con- 
ſolation to the unhappy to diſclofe their 
troubles to a friend, I made a true re- 
cital of all that had happened to me. | 
related my amours with the Chevalier, 
'— the ſincere grief J felt for his loſs, — 
not concealing the embarraſſment into 
: - which 
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which his unhappy death had thrown 
me. The ſtranger liſtened to me with 

attention, and when I had concluded 

ſaid, I fincerely pity you, madam: a 

young perſon of your beauty and ſen- 

ſibility doubtleſs merits a happier fate. 

As for your pecuniary embarraſſments 

do not, I entreat you, ſuffer them to 

give you pain. I have a tolerable for- 
tune, and cannot uſe it better than in 
the aſſiſtance of unhappy beauty. Deign 
to permit me to be uſeful to you; the 
obligation will be on my fide: fince che 
pleaſure I ſhall experience in offering 

this trifle will greatly ſurpaſs the flight 
ſervice it can render you.” Thus ſpeak- 
ing, he laid his purſe on the table, and 
left the room before L could. reply. 


E ue 
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The generoſity of this , proceeding 
inſpired me with admiration and grati- 
tude: notwithſtanding, I was for ſome 
time uncertain whether I ſhould accept 
the purſe. I thought it imprudent to 
receive a ſervice of ſuch a nature from 
a man whom I was but imperfectly ac- 
quainted with, But neceſſity is a maſter 
, that commands with an imperious voice. 
I thought I had leſs reaſon to be aſhamed 
, When I reflected that the obligation was 
due to a man who appeared ſo worthy 

Q my eſteem. I. therefore , reſolved to 
make uſe of the purſe, which contained 
fifty Louis, ſilencing my ſcruples by 
N promiſing to repay it as don 2s I ſhould 
have it in my power. lr 


14 The ſtranger returned the next day, 
5 e me with that affectionate po- 
liteneſs 


% 
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liteneſs which was common toſhim. 51 
endeavoured to expreſs my thanks; hut 
interrupting me he ſaid, Ceaſe, I. en- 
treat you, to ſpeak of a circumſtance 
that is not worth a thought. 1 am more 
than repaid; by your acceptance. If I 
have the ambition to wiſh to inſpire 
your heart with any ſentiment, I freely 
confeſs it is not gratitude.” Theſe laſt 
words, whoſe: purport I could not miſ- 
underſtand, made me bluſh. * Let not 

my boldneſs diſpleaſe you, charming 

Julia, added he, with energy, if I 
am indifferent to you, if my ſincere and 
ardent paſſion cannot touch your heart, 
I will ſtifle and ever retain it within the 
| boundsof reſpect and ſecret admiration.” 


„The wound in my heart was teo 
recent to ſuffer it to receive impreſſions 
| £ | | of 
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of ene not vithftending; I wh; 
für from being diſpleaſed with the 
ſtranger: his company was a chnſolation 
to me; he was the only perfon to whom 
I could open my heart, or who was in- 
teteſted in my fate. Between this 
pleaſing connection and love, the ſpace 
is not fo diſtant as may be imagined, 
and is cafily ſtepped over by a girl who 
has once ſacrificed her duty to her ten- 
derneſs. The anſwer I made the 
| ſtranger was not of a nature to deprive 
him of hope. IL iſaid chat I had been ſo. 
unhappy in my firſt attachment; that 
reaſon, or rather prudence ſhould. pre- 
vent me engaging in a ſecond. He 
preſſed the ſubject no further, but I 
diſcovered that he did not deſpair of 
touching my heart. In effeck, his aſſi- 
duities redoubled; his manners were ſo 
paſſionate, 
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paſſionate, —his tenderneſs. appeared fo 
fincere, that foon he obtained the Whole 
of mine, my new love being ſpeedily 
followed by "freſh culpability. We 
lived for ſome months in the moſt per- 
fect union, my lover treating me with 
the greateſt affection, even ſtudying to 
prevent my deſires: in ſhort, E was 
happy, or at leaſt as much ſo as poſſible 
for one in che boſom of vice. 


« 'The ſtranger received but few viſi- 
tors: frequently he remained ſhut up in. 
his apartment. for ſeveral hours. He 
never diſcloſtd to me any of his affairs, 
or the buſineſs that brought him to 
Paris. I was too young and inexperienced 
for this conduct to give me any diſad- 
vantageous opinion of my lover, nor had 
ever thought of queſtioning him on the 

2 | ſubject. 
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ſubject. One day that he had been out 
the whole morning, and had ſtaid be- 
vyond his uſual time, he returned in the 
moſtviſible alarm, his features/beſpeak- 
ing diſmay. and trouble. My dear 
Julia, ſaid he, © we muſt part: reaſons 
of the utmoſt importance oblige me to 
quit Paris immediately. I have only 
| returned to take ſome papers of conſe- 
quence, and to bid you farewell, Per- 


haps even this ſtay may be fatal, for my 
| enemies are in purſuit of me.? 


„ He had hardly cela theſe 
words, when we heard a lqud noiſe. The 
ſtranger opened the window: I am 
loſt,” exclaimed he, ſhutting it haſtily; 
7. they are come to take me. Julia, I 
| conjure you, conceal me ſomewhere !' 
I was ſo alarmed and confuſed that 1 
: had 
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had almoſt loſt the uſe of my faculties : 
notwithſtanding, | the danger of my 
lover recalled my exertion; and I had 
juſt opened a cloſer to hide him, when 
an exempt, followed by ſeveral police 
officers, ruſhed into the room. * Fap- 
prehend ydu in the king's name,” ſaid 
he to the ſtranger, Who, with an air of 
terror that but too plainly announced 
his guilt, replied, I obey the order. 
Adieu, my dear Julia, continued he, 
preſſing me in his arms. Alas! my 
fate is doubly cruel, ſince I loſe you for 
ever. Remember a man ho truly 
loved you. —“ Sir,” addrefling the, ex- 
empt, * this young woman was in no 
meaſure my accomplice; I therefore 
entreat you will not diſtreſs her. — 1 
have no orders but for yourſelf,” replied 
the exempt, as he went out with my 
1 lover. 
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| lover.” They got into a /coach that 
| -waited at the gate; while the police of- 
ficers ſearched the apartment, and re- 
moved all mere hs 
Sil tor ia 18 NN iert 5 
1 leave you to judge of —_ 
ings during this dreadful ſcene. 
Was for ſome time in that ſtate 
ſtupid: diſtreſs that uſually: follows an 
impꝛroſſion too vidlent for: the organs 
to ſuſtain; Returned by little and lit- 
tle to my reaſon; I ſhuddered at the 
bitterneſs of my fate!” A fatal event 
depri ved me of my firſt lover, one as 
| _ unfortunate and equally unforeſeen, had 
bereſt me of my ſecond. I paſſed ſeve- 
-ral-days in rhe” deepeſt affliction, every 
thing ſerving to recal reſſections that 
overwhelmed me with ſorrow! The 
Pat preſensed 1 
e ä , regret, 
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regret, the preſent deſpair, and the 
perſpective of the future was yet more 
alarming · I had deſired my hoſteſa to 
enquire: into the cauſe of my lover's 
detention. She informed me that he 
was a ſpy; that having been ſuſpected, 
his letters were ſtopped: from theſe 
they learned that he was ſent by the 
court of London bo watch our motions 
and give them notice. This information 
ſnewed me the danger of forming con- 
nections with perſons who. are * 
unknown. 
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with the ſtranger. I was necefGrated to 
ſell a part of my effecta, but that ſlender 
reſource was ſoon exhauſted. I had 
lately been accuſtomed to a life of Noth 
and idleneſs, and could not eaſily re- 
ſolve to procure a painful exiſtence by 
the labour af my hands. Beſides, my 
ſeruples were much weakened : 2A repe- 
tition of guilt renders the. practice of 
our duty more and more painful, and 
inſenſibly familiarizes us with vice; for 
| modeſty beer nen. 


„ 
4 27 


00 One day that my landlady, to 3 
I owed two. months lodging, had. been | 
preſſing me in a very harſh manner to 
pay her, I went out with the reſolution 
to ſell a ring which my mother had 
given. me, and that I could. not before 


reſolug ta part with, I had gone ſome 
1:5 ile 


** 
11.08 


— 
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einn e Us: 
little diſtance from the hotel; when 1 
met a man whoſe features were not en- 
tirely unknown to me. My perſon ap- 
peared to make the ſame impreſſion on 
him, and conſidering me attentively, he 
exclaimed, IJ am not miſtaken, it is. 
Mademoiſelle Julia. What can have 
brought you to this good city of Paris?“ 
1 
ſon of an attorney, who frequently came 
with papers to my father. It is in- 
deed me, M. Dumont; but by what 
chance are you come hither?— If you 
vill accompany me, replied he, © I will, 
inform you.” We accordingly entered 
a coffee-houſe: Dumont told me, that 
having met with ſome difagrecable cir. 
cumſtances at Toulouſe, he had left his 
father's houſe to come to Paris, where 
he was in expectancy of a place which 
1 he 
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he had been promiſed.  Misfortune 
rendets us communicative. I related 


to Demem all chat had "happened me 


critical ſttuation in ey I chen found 
myſelf. Truly, Julia, replied he, 
that muſt be your own fault. Young 
and handſome as you are, you ought to 
roll in wealth. If you will de adviſed 
by me, I'll promiſe you ſhall foon be in 
abundance. I could not but diſcern 


the means Dumont propoſed to with- 


draw me from my embarraſſment, and 
reſtified to him my objection to a ſtate 


of life ſo humiliating. © Piſh,” ſaid he, 
_ © of delicacy. When we want for no- 


thing, fine ſentiments are a ſplendid 
commodity, but all muſt Fier way to 


neceſſity. Intereſt ſhould ever take the 
lead: for believe me, Julia, in the 


eyes 
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eyes of the eee e, every 
ie “ Galt! Eni n oe 

«Dumont had no great difficulty to 
perſuade me. We agreed that I ſhould 
quit my preſent lodging, and take one 
in a part of the town more favourable 


to our projects: this reſolution was exe- 


cuted the ſame day. My odious coun- 
tryman accompanied me, helping to 
move the few effects That remaining * 
and ſuch is the extent of degradation to 
which an unhappy girl may be reduced, 
that Dumont triumphed over me with-- 
out the leaſt reſiſtance. As ſoon a8 1 
was ſettled in my new dwelling, he in- 


troduced me to one of thoſe wretches 


who having in their youth been prieſt- 
eſſes of Venus, conclude their aban- 


temple 


doned career by introducing men to the 


- 
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temple of that goddeſs. By her aſſiſt- 


ance I had ſoon a number of ſacrificers : 
clergy, nobility, citizens, I received 
all. To confeſs truly, at firſt; I found 
ir very difficult! to ſubmit to this way of 
lifes nor could I yithout ſhuddering 
beſtow careſſes on vretches who. fre- 
quently inſpired me with the utmoſt 
aiſguſt Deceit never made a part of 
my character; but, accuſtomed ta vice, 
it loſes its horror, and Loon. became as 
infamous: as the reſt of thoſe. women, who 
ſtoop, to proſtitution, endea vouring to 
| ſtifle that ſecret: monitor which nature 
has implanted in our hearts, and that 
never fails to reproach us when we act 
contrary to reaſon and virtue. 


þ SO PINOT COND Qtr 
Dumont had taken an apartment 
near mine. We lived in the ſtricteſt 
intimacy, 
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intimacy, though I was ſoon aware! what 
a dangerous acquaintance I had formed; 
for my lover Dumont became my ty 
rant, foreing me to; ſhare with him the 
fruits of my libertiniſm, and for the 
ſmalleſt deviation from his will making 
me experience ce the harſheſt treatment: 
his conduct was as infamous as his be- 
baviour, ha ving aſſociated himſelf to a 
band of ſharpers,' who depended on 
their flight af band gh Aa maintenance . 

it Gas lie 07 2091-4 2441 (HL 

ec; 1 lived in this ſtate of Gait | 
for near two years, frequently; in ſpite | 
of my endeavours, the moſt melancholy 
reflections oppreſſing me even in the 
height of ſeenes of licentiouſneſs. I 
reproached myſelf with my guilty con- 
duct, but was too deeply plunged in vice 
to be able to withdraw myſel tf. 
Vol. I. 15 g Among 
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Among the numerous acquaintance 


1 had formed, I particularly. diſtin- 
 gviſhed a young officer who had come 
10 Paris to paſs his ſix months furlough. 
He was by no means the richeſt of my 
viſitors, but his manners and perſon 
pleaſed me ; nor did I appear leſs agree- 
able to him. In ſhort, we ſormed a very 
intimate connexion, which was. by no 
means pleaſing. to Dumont, who ſpoke 
to me on the ſubject with great bitter- 
_ neſs, ſaying, I ought to attach myſelf 
to intereſt alone, and not: loſe, my time 
with a coxcomb whoſe packets. were 
wholly arg. 3 RO VISION e. 
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pg Neceſlity alone, in the. fxſt- in- 
ſtance, had attached me to him. Never 
had I experienced with him that uniſon 
13 | J © > of 
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of mind that charmed me in my” firſt 
lovers, His ferocious heart was devoid 
of ſenſibility, and knew no pleaſures be- 
yond thoſe of the ſenſes. I therefore paid 
no attention to His renionſtrarices, dor 
3 as uſual to ſee the officer, 
o when we - were rogether in 
my apartment, Dumont ſuddenly en- 


tered, accompanied by one of his friends, 
and both inebriated. 


In a tone of au- 


thority he demanded how I came to act 
againſt his orders. I repticd, kaughtily, 
that I received commands from no one; 
that he had too long. abuſed my weak- 
neſs, and that I was reſolved hence- 
forward to hold no intercourſe with 
him. This anſwer encreaſed his rage, 
burſting into a torrent of abuſe and in- 
vectives againſt me: he did not even 


ſpare 
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ſpare. che officer, who. had. rerriained 
ſeated flently - on a chair during this 
ſcene; but hearing himſelf inſulted he 
roſe, and advancing towards Dumont, 
told him, in a poſitive tone, that if he 
did not inſtantly retire, he ſhould uſe 
means to puniſh his inſolence. My 
countryman was too much intoxicated 
to heed this menace, therefore replied 
to the officer to quit the apartment him- 
&: ſelf, or he would throw him out of 
window. On this provocation the offi- 
cer loſt all patience, and drew his ſword ; 
Dumont and his villanous friend did the 
ſame, both falling on the military. I 
| endeavoured to, throw myſelf between 
the combatants, but was not ſoon enough 


to prevent the officer from receiving a 


mortal wound through the breaſt, in- 
ſtantly 


113 1 
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ſtantly falling bathed in his blood, and 
without the ſmalleſt ſi ign of nie. 4 


7 „eder which we ran was too | 


imminent for us to balance 2 moment 
on flight. Though I was innocent of 
the death of the officer, yet being killed 


% 


in my room, I might be ſuſpected as 


Dumont's accomplice; nothing there- 
fore remained for me but to accompany. 
them. We leſt Paris immediately, at 


ſome leagues from whence we dicguifed | 


ourſelves, -I in men's clothes, and my 


companions. as peaſants. We walked 
during, ſeveral days without, accident, 
fear giving us wings; eyen myſelf ſup- 
porting fatigue in a manner that ſur- 
prized my odious affociates. Our deſign 
was to quit the kingdom and reach 
Germany Dumont and his friend to 
e 
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ſeek dupes, and myſelf to continue my 


hateful profeſſion, 

e One night, after having bad a te- 
dious march during 'the day, we found 
ourſelves. ſtill at the diſtance of two 
leagues from any place of reſt : the her- 


mitage was in fight, almoſt fainting with 


thirſt, I entreated Dumont to enter and 
beg a little refreſhment, to which he 


_ conſented. We croſſed the garden with- 
out ſeeing any one, and reached the 


outward apartment ; here we were ſtruck 


with the ſound of heavy groans, and 


opening a door, diſcovered a hermit ex- 
tended on his couch, and near expiring. 


We gave him what aſſiſtance was in our 


power, but in vain; he apparently had 
received a ſtroke of apoplexy, which 
proved. mortal, and ſome few minutes 
aſter 


344 
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after our enttance, with a figh huren. 
dered his breath. ' 


0 When tte Wer mir wht chi' My 
dear friends, ſaid Dumont, * what 
ſhould prevent us from claiming heir- 
ſhip to the deceaſed? 1 fancy no one 
will contend this precious inheritanice.* 
This idea was approved, and we began 
by viſiting the hermit's pantry, where 
we found a tolerable quantity of pro- 
viſton ; neither did we forget the cellar, 
where, to our great aſtoniſhment, we 
found'a conſiderable number of bottles, 
which did not give us a very favourable 
opinion of the ſobriety of the hermit. 
Our fearch concluded, we prepared to 
do honour to the proviſions of the de- 
ceaſed. During the repaſt, Fourbiere 
(Dumont's friend was. fo called) ſaid, 


14 e 
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Faith, I have an excellent ideaslet us 
conceal ourſelves here until we judge all 
ſearch aſter us has ceaſed; it is certain 
they will never look for us in a hermi- 
tage. I have ſtill another project, which 
- i to put on the hermit's clothes, and 
give myſelf out ſor his ſucceſſor.— 
Dumont found this plan admirable, and 
| reſolved to put it in execution. The 
ſupper finiſhed, we made a bed with 
ſome truſſes of ſtraw, and a coverlid 
which we found in the hermitage, and 
throwing ourſelves down, fatigue ſoon 
made us fall into a profound ſleep. 


e next morning my Companions 
ſtripped. the hermit, and buried, him in 
the garden... Fourbiere dreſſed. himſelf 
in his clothes, made himſelf | a -beard 
with that he cut off the deceaſed, and 
taking 
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taking up his bag, he ſallied out on his 
firſt excurſion. I was not without uns 
eaſineſs at this bold attempt of Fours 

| biere's ; I feared; his impoſture would be 
diſcovered, and ſome vexatious accident 
happen therefrom: but Dumont laughed 
at my fears, aſſuring me that he had no 
doubt of his friend's ſucceſs, having 
frequently had proofs of his ſkill in aſ- 
ſuming appearances capable of impoſing 
on the moſt incredulous. In effect, to- 
wards evening we diſcovered at a diſ. 


tance our falſe hermit, advancing with 
that ſlow ſtep and hypocritical mien to 
which, you was yourſelf a dupe. Con- 
| gratulate me, my friends,” ſaid he; a8 he 
entered, 1 have. played my part to 
perfection, and my.ſucceſs has even ſur 
paſſed my hopes. He then related to 
us that he had announced the death of 
25 "I 5 200 the 
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the 8 to the inhabitants in the en- 
| virons, the ſorrow the good people ex- 
| preſſed, and the benevolence they had 
ſhewn him when informed that he in- 
tended to replace the deceaſed. We 
congratulated Fourbiere on his ſucceſs : 
his bag was well filled, and gave us room 
to judge from this firſt eſſay, that his 
begging would furniſh us with ſufficient | 
for our ſupport during the time we 
might think N to remain in this 
ne 4 


* 


<a we were not certain but ſome 
one might come to the hermitage to ſee 
the new hermit, we determined to hol- 
low in the hill a kind of ſubterraneous 
apartment, where, in ſuch a caſe, Du- 

mont and me might conceal | ourſelves. 
| Thi very REI to put our 
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project Hts execution. On the removal 
of a thicket of under wood which en- 
cumbered the ſpot we had chofen, we 
diſcovered a "hole of about two foot 
ſquate, but which appeared very deep: 
this we enlarged ſumciently for a man to 
paſs, ahd through which having pene- 
trated into the interior, we diſcovered a 
grot or rather cavern formed by the 
hand of nature, of prodigious extent. 
Of this I need not give you a deſerip- 
tion, ſince you know it as well as my- 
ſelf. We congratulated ourſelves on 
the happy chance that directed us to ſo 
ſecure a retreat, cloſing the entrance in 
the manner you know: Dumont and 
myſelf retiring thither whenever we 


found it neceſſary. os Bone een 
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Me paſſed near two months i in this 
manner, without any thing material 
happening, | Fourbiere ſtill continuing 
to act with ſucceſs the part of a hermit. 
But this life of uniformity. and peace | 
ſoon hecame weariſome to Dumont; he 
was thoughtful; nor could I help ima- 
gining that he ruminated on ſome ſiniſter 
project. In ſhort, one night when, we 
were fitting in the hermitage, and my 
| countryman's head was warm with wine, 
he began thus : © My friends, ſince for- 
tune has treated us ſo harſhly, let us 
revenge her caprices on other men let 
us brave danger to enrich ourſelves: : ve 
ſhall cafily find ſome bold fellows will- 
ing to join in our exploits. The cavern 
is a fafe retreat, where we ſhall be 


perfectly ſecure from the purſults 2 
, | 


Dumont 
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Dumont had not much trouble to 


had the ſame inclinations for villany. 


9 


For my part, I could not hear this horrid 
propoſal without ſhuddering, employing 


all the reaſons I could deviſe to diſſuade 
them from ſuch a dreadful project; but | 


my efforts were uſeleſs, Dumont per- 
fiſted in his reſolution, and the next day 


took meaſures in concert with Four- 


biere to put it in execution. 


* Theſe two villains wrote to ſeveral 


of their fellows, who already had com- 


mitted various \crimes, and ſoon. col- 


lected a number ſufficient to begin their 


horrible depredations. Dumont was 


made chief of the gang, whoſe, power | 


at length augmented to the ſtate in which 
you ſaw it. I ſhuddered to find myſelf 
. 8 among 
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among theſe ſanguinary men, and ar- 
dently wiſhed to leave their dreary re- 
treat, but a fear of being ſurprized ever 
hindered. my attempting it. The weak- 
neſs of woman yields to the 'fmalleſt 
difficulties. © Nature has given her inan 
for ſupport: alone, ſhe is unable of ex- 
ertion; but, ſuſtained by him, the ac- 
quires ſtrength, and almoſt ſupernatural 
courage. This truth, Henry, I have 
experienced with you. Tour preſence, 
by ſtrengthening my reſohution, enabled 
me to overcome every obſtacle, and 
deſtroyed all my fears. I return thanks 
to heaven that my deliverance has not 
had fatal conſequences to you, and that 
it choſe me alone for the victim of the 


en of the Wee Fourbiere. 


CHAP. 


c HAP. IX. 
A journey and meeting. 


As the length of Julia's hiſtory had 


exhauſted her, I entreated her to endea- 
vour to take ſome reſt: I alſo ſtood 
much in need of ſleep myſelf, having 


ſcarcely had two hours repoſe ſince my 


return from the expedition againſt the 
thieves. The following two days the 
ſtate of Julia became doubtful ; but as 
the ſeventh arrived, and ſhe appeared 
eaſy, I had great hopes of her cure. 
Towards the evening her fever en- 
creaſed, and the ſurgeon having care- 
fully examined her, declared to me 


privately, that he had no longer any 


hope, and that it was almoſt impoſſible 
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ſhe ſhould ſurvive the night. In effect, 
the ſymproms_ rapidly encreaſed, be- 

coming more and more alarming. * 
About two hours after midnight, Julia 
ſaid to me, in a faint and hardly articu- 
late voice, © My dear Henry, I feel that 
I have but 2 few moments to live, re- 
eie my lat farewel : 1 1 it is vou alone 


1 


Here her 


that 1 regret leaving. D 
firengrh. failed; in a few minutes her 
intellectual faculties were loſt, and alter 
a ſhort agony ſhe expired. 

. 5 fincercly lamented Julia che me- 
tied a happier fate: poſſeſſed of a feel- 
ing heart, and a deſire to act virtuouſly, 
yet the had fallen into the paths of 
ame. Thus it is that mankind are 
frequently the victims of circumſtance, 


and that thoſe who would conſtantly 
have 


\\\ 
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have followed the line of rectitude, find 
themſelves precipitated into the abyſs of 
vice by one act of weakneſs which could 
hardly be called a lapſe of virtue. 


When J had rendered the laſt duties 
to Julia, I began to revolve on my own 
ſituation. The different adventures that 
had lately happened me having kept my 
mind in ſuch a ſtate of activity that 1 
had no time for reflection, 


I have before; ſaid; that we brought 

a caſket from the cavern filled with 
money; this the Mſarecbauſſer had taken 
when they ſeized me: on my innocence 
being acknowledged I had reclaimed it, 
for I was then ignorant that juſtice never 
returns what ſhe has once become poſ- 
ſeſſed of. They replied, that the money 
having 
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having been ſtolen, I had no right to it; 
that it was put apart with the reſt of 
the property, to be divided among thoſe 
who having been robbed might here- 


after lay claim to it. 


Thus were my hopes fruſtrated that I 
had formed on the caſket, Julia had 
about twenty Louis in her pocket, but 
her illnefs and burial had exhauſted more 
than half that ſum ; ſo that when all 
was diſcharged, on my rag : had 
but wn crowns W 


The PE may remember, that on 
© quitting my home I had defigned to 
leave the kingdom; but as three months 
had elapſed ſince my flight, I conceived 
that my affair with Sainville \nced not 

ſo greatly alarm me, as the ſcarch had 
| doubtleſs 
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. — refolved 
to go to Paris, preſuming that in ſo 


unnoticed, until I could procure certain 
accounts of my danger. | 


I performed this journey happily, ar- 


riving in the capital of France after fix 


days march. The narrow and winding 


ſtreets; the uneven pavement, covered 
with black mud; the pitiful conſtruction 
of the houſes ; the crouds prefling and 
elbowing each other; a tumultuous 
jargon of cries that grate upon the 


ear; the number of carriages driving 


with fury through the multitudes that 


walk on foot, and every inſtant appear- < 
ing on the point of cruſhing them to 
pieces; the people, who ſeem rather to 


fly than walk, and whoſe languid and 
FR WR 


large and populous a city I ſhould paſs 


ö 
; 
: 
| 
; 


5 
= 
? 

* of 
Wl 
1 
| 
N 

1 
| 
t 
= 
* 

' . 
i 
| 
# 
|| 
: | | 
|| 
F [ 
THY 
my 
ny 
1 
1 
, | 
| 
if 


236 ep TRE. BRENGH 
pale * indicate miſery: and 
ill health, ſtrongly contraſting, the air 


of gaiety attributed to the Pariſians: 


theſe were the firſt objects that preſented 
themſelves on my arriyal. 


I hired an apartment in a private 
quarter of the city, and went to a 
| clothes-ſhop to purchaſe ſome things of 
which I ſtood in need. The honeſt 
trader, wha diſcovered I was a provin- 
- cial, and juſt arrived, did not fail to 
profit by my inexperience, making me 


pay double the value of the articles, at 
the ſame time ſwearing upon his honour 
that he did not get a farthing by me. 
When I was. completely equipped, I 
went to ſee what was moſt remarkable 
in the city: the particulars ſoon recon- 
ciled me with the whole. Several 
75 edifices, 
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edigkces, ſuch as the Thuilleries, the 
Louvre, and the Hotel de Monnoies, 
excited my admiration. I was in extaſy 
on the Pont Neuf; - nothing can equal 
the perſpective that there preſents it- 
ſelf. I did not fail to ſtop before the 
ſtatue of Henry the Fourth: I contem- 
plated for ſome time in reſpectful ſilence 
thoſe beloved features, in which good - 
neſs of heart and mildneſs are ſo pre- 
dominant; nor could J refrain paying 
the tribute of a tear, which every good 
Frenchman owes to the eee of the 
beſt of nn | 


rr 


abb on my arrival I had 
written to Placid and my parents, ex- 
pecting their anſwer with the more im- 
patience as my finances were almoſt 
exhauſted. Near a month had elapſed 


without 
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without: my receiving a letter. This 
ſilence; the cauſe of which it was im- 
poſſible for me to divine, gave me great 


inquietude. I was on the point of fall- 
lag into a ſtate of poverty. I had no 
acquaintance, nor any reſource. 1 fel- 
dom went out in the day, ignorant how 
far the parents of Sainville might have 
earried their reſentment, and what E had 
n n e "Hh 


One . that I had manic: into 
a coffeehouſe cloſe by my lodging, and 
was fitting overwhelmed. with melan- 
choly reflections, my head reſting on 
© both my hands, ſome one entered and 
called ſor a cup of chocolate. The 
voice, which was not unknown to me, 
ook me from my gloomy meditation, 


en my head, what was my agree- 
able 


11 BLAS. 239 


able furprine; when I diſcovered Placid! 
He no ſooner ſaw me' than he ran to 
meet me. We continued in each others 
embrace / for ſome minutes, unable to 
articulate a word; At length recovered 
s from. my ſilent extafy, I exclaimed, 
« By what happy chance, my dear 
friend, do I meet you here? “ I will 
preſently inform you,” replied he; « but 
firſt give me time to enjoy the pleaſure 
I have in ſeeing you. Ah, my dear 
Henry! if you knew what uneafinefs 
you have cauſed me, or what affliction 
you ha ve given your family, We thought 
you dead, for to what other cauſe could 
we attribute your ſilence Vet the ſor- 
row I felt at thy loſs YO BONE 
by this happy porta de 2 k 
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I told Placid 1 would give him A 
ficient reaſons to excuſe my conduct; 
4 But Roſette,” continued , N uHhat is 
2 her? Jam impatient to learn 
the canſequences of Sainville's death? 
cc; « Sainyille is not dead, i interrupted 
my friend. Sainville alive 4% Hex- 
claimed I, in a tranſport. of joy and 
ſurprize. Les,“ ſaid, Placid n, han 
you fled he had only fainted : on gm 
ing to himſelf his groans attracted ſome 
peaſants WO were paſſing through the 
vood they made a kind of bier with | 
branches, and carried him to the caſtle. 
Thy rival declared who had reduced 
him to that ſtate, but had the generoſity 
to own himſelf the aggreſſor, and that 
thou hadſt only wounded. him in ſelf- 
defence: he even entreated his father to 
make no ſearch after thee. Happily, 

DEL © | the 
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the wound was not mortal: the ſkill'of 
the ſurgeons ſoon put him out of dan- 
ger, and in a month his health was 
nearly re-eftabliſhed. Notwithſtanding, 
this affair had made much noiſe, and 
divulged thy intimacy with Roſette, 
whoſe parents made the poor girl expe- 
rience the ſevereſt treatment. Thy 
father at firſt was in a violent rage 
againſt thee, but by little and little na- 
ture regained her empire, and he teſtified 
the moſt tender uneaſineſs at thy fate. 
Thy filence augmented our alarms : we 
made the ſtricteſt enquiries to diſcover 
thy retreat, but all our efforts were uſe⸗ 
leſs. This; my dear Henry, is what 1 
have to inform thee of the conſequences 
of thy affair with Sainville ; but what I 
haveto add is far from being of ſo agree- 
able a nature, and lays a tax on my 
Vol. I. M friend- 
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friendſhip, as it muſt give theeaffli tio 7 
« Speak, my friend, replied 4. haſt ay; 
« do not fear to waynd my heart; it-is 
preſſions.” Placid then informed me 
chat my father having experienged many 
heavy loſſes by bank ruptcies, had, - 
been able to honour his engagements; 
that his creditors. had; ſeized on his 
e en. ange diſtreſs. 


| Midi my friend had endeavoured 
to prepare me for, a blow. that would 
wound my ſenſibility, yet this news, 
which I was far from expecting, over- 
| whelmed me with ſorrow. I repre- 
ſented to myſelf the unhappy ſituation 
of my reſpectable: parents, who, in a 
moment ſaw, ſnatched from them the 


| fruits of forty years labour and probity. 
2 his 
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This idea wrung my heart. I alſo 
ſnuddered at my own fate, being thus at 
once deprived of all . Ae * reſource 
e 32-80 nennen 


Placid NY El that I Legt, laid 2 
dear Henry theſe tears do thy heart 
too much honour for me to wiſn to re- 
ſtrain them it is a tribute that thou 
oweſt to nature: but be not uneaſy on 
thy own account. Fortune may deprive 
us of fragile wealth, whoſe only value 
conſiſts in opinion, but cannot deprive 
us of the qualities of the mind and 
heart. Thou art young, poſſeſs talents, 
and a good perſon; and mayeſt eaſily 
ſind ſome fituation here. I can recom- 
mend thee to a gentleman who will be 
able to do much iti thy favour. . Placid 
then informed me that he was come to 


M 2 Paris 
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Paris in order to obtain an employment 
on- board a a ſhip of war; that he had 
been-a month foliciting, and had juſt, 
through the intereſt of a nobleman, been 
appointed ſurgeon's mate on board a 
frigate, and in three days was to repair 


to his ſtation at Breſt, © If my intereſt 


makes me look on this departure with 
pleaſure,” continued he, © my affliction 
will not be the leſs acute in ſo ſpeedily 
being ſeparated from thee.” 


We left the coffec-houſe, Placid con- 


ducting me to his apartment, where he 


ordered dinner; after which I made a 
recital of all that had happened me 
ſince my flight. He was greatly inte- 


reſted at my adventures in the cavern, 


returning thanks to heaven ſor my pre- 
ſervation and delivergnce z neither did I 


conceal 


$4 5 : e | & t. 7 
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conceal from-my friend ihe diſtreſs in 


which I then was. He did not f give me 


time to conchude, bur drawing out his 


17 49001 


purſe forced me to accept of three 
Louis out = 15 which he had | re- 


8 


99 
17 90 


| Theinerr day I decompanicd Placid ro 
the hotel of the nobleman to whom he 
wiſhed to recommend me, but we were 
informed that he ſat off the evening: 
before for the country. —a diſappoint- 
ment that afflicted my friend yet more 


than myſelf, © M, de Landrimont,” 
faid he, « vill not ſurely. be, Jong a ab- 
ſent; his buſineſs, wilt not permit it. ue 


N t 4 | 
will give thee a letter for him; 2 
5 2 
diately on his return do; not fail to pre 


045 + 119 


ſent it. Tho wilt figd him one pf 
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thoſe few men who are habitually bene- 
N 3 volent, 
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volent, becauſe tis to him the higheſt 
of all gratifications. 1 do not doubt 
but he will intereſt himſelf in thy 
favour.” | a 


. did not leave Placid until the mo- 
ment fixed for his departure. At length 
that dreaded time arrived, and with 
many tears I bid adieu to my faithful 
and generous friend. Placid gave me 
Denen en. de 1 2053 


3 44 


Brelt, 


\ 


Some days after his departure, M. de 
Landrimont returned from the country. 
1 Wente u letter, which, after read- 
ing, he aſked me ſeveral queſtions re- 
fpecting my age, my parents, and edu- 
cation: ; all which having anſwered, he 
LS p.- | ſaid, 


11151 
ien 
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ſaid; 1 believe your friend has not 
exaggerated your merit. Your eounte- 
nance pleaſes me, and I doubt not but 
your heart is in concert with your fea- 
tures. I have until now done without 
a ſecretary; but as I grow old, and' 
writing begins to fatigue me, if you 
chooſe to accept of that appointment, I 
will give you a falary of fifteen hundred 
livres. I reftified my gratitude for 
this kindneſs, aſſuring him that I would 
uſe my utmoſt endeavours to render my- 
ſelf wy the n main in me. 


 Trentered on my new poſt the ſume 
day, and ſoon found how much reaſon 
I had to congratulate myſelf on having 
acquired ſo happy a ſituation. M. de 
Landrimont poſſeſſed none of that 
haughty pride ſo common to the great. | 
M 4 . 4“ 
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Merit alone was of worth in his eyes; 
his judgement ever diſtinguiſhing it 
through the clouds with which it is fre- 
quently obſcured. His diſpoſition was 
frank, — his manners ſimple, — his ad- 
dreſs polite and eaſy; and though he 
enjoyed a a conſiderable fortune, he never 


7 


ſought 1 to procure himſelf reſpect and 
conſideration by that oſtentatious diſ- 


play of extravagant luxury with which 


wealth i is uſually ſurrounded, his gene- 
rous and, ſuſceptible, heart only.ſogking 
to be beloved, This nobleman had 
been a widower for ſeveral years ;' his 
family conſiſted of three ſons, and a 
daughter, who was placed im a com ent: 
the two eldeſt ſons were in the army, 
and the third, who was about fourteen, 
brought up under his father: s inſpec- 
: tion. This 7oung. man joined to an 
a 1 


: 
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and great vivacity. He ſoon conceived 
ſo much affection for me, that we were 
never happy when ſeparate. 
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I had received ſeveral letters from 
Placid ſince our ſeparation; had alſo in- 
formed him of the happy effects of his 
recommendation, and the agreeable life 
L led at M. de Laridrimont's. This 
affectionate friend congratulated me on 
my ſucceſs; and two months after his 
departure from Paris informed me; that 
the frigate on which he was on board 
was to ſail in three days for the Wind 

ward Iſlands; he alſo nap to write 
Wore aun nn. Vito 


# 
- ' 16. 
- - 


11 Ss a” Aden from my parents, 
in which my father, after giving me a 
Ane 5 M 5 detail 
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detail of the misfortunes that cauſed: his | 
min, informed me that he had retired 
wich the little remains leſt by his cre- 
ditors to the aou⁰f F my elder; brother, 
| hk lived in a ſmall town in the pro- 


. I reſolved to aſſiſt; as much as 

W the beloved authors of 
my being, and declared my reſolution 
t M. de Landrimont. Ie applauded: 
miy filial piety; and generouſly advanced 
me a year's ſalary; to which he added, 
a preſent of twenty - five Louis: ſuying, 
«4 Eaufon, if: your tenderneſs fur your 
parents leads you to conſecrate to their 
comfort a Part of the. fruits of your 
labour, Ion my part ought to .recom- 
pence ſo virtuous un aich Vou May 
depend in the future on the greateſt 
marks of my eſteem if you continue in 
nn Nat e 
Ii . „ thanked 


\ 
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I thanked wy benefactor, and immé- 
diarety ſent off hai? le kum that 1 had 
received to my father, reprefenting to 
myſelf, his agreeable ſurprize on the 


receipt of it. This idea filled my heart 
with thar pure and; virtübus pleaſure 


f which man never fails to experience 
when he fulfils the ſacred duties of na- 
ture and humanity: nor did my futiſa 
faction reſt here, as I promiſed myſelf 
frequently to enn, the Sages Wan. 
eee 
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71 4 had much leiſure time, I hs 
ployed it in reading. M. de Landri- 
77575 NM 6 mont 


as ala acquaintance A. adventures. | 
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mont had a numerous and well · choſen 
librar y, the pexuſal ofiwhich ſoon taught 
me that the moral education of a young 
man. Who has juſt quitted college, is at 

| moſt bur rudely Gerched, and that much 
remains do che acquired to compleat it. 
A.ſeriqus ſtudy of good. works enabled 

me to arrange my ideas, which enereaſed 
e. ee, 


V 


N 14985 ur 9 


TT g 4, «df fy 9, oy J 1% w—_— N t ** 4 a 2 . * 


. 
The at. hae was the moſt 
Penne of my recreations. One eve- 
ning, after I had been weeping over the 
ſorrows of Cima und was paſſing 
through the Rue St. Honore to go 
thither, I mat a group of thoſe unhappy 
creatures who make a ſhameful trathck 
of their perſons. One of them did not 
appear unknown to me. I drew near, 
and * 'I was not miſtaken it was 
Win 3 1 "Thereſa, | 
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Thereſa, M. Severe's niece, who gave 
me the firſt inſtructions in love. She 
immediately recollected me, and throw 
ing her arms round my neck exclaimed}, 
0s it really thee, my dear Lauſon? how 
happy am I that I was diſengaged this | 
evening, as it procured me the pleaſure 
of this meeting. She then entreated me 
to aceompany her to her apartment. 
here ſhe rene wed her careſſes. Thou art 
doubtleſs ſurprized,”. faid-ſhe, © to ſind 
me ina profeſſion which prejudice treats 
as infamous; but, my dear Lauſon, is 
there any ſtep which neceſſity. may not 
juſtify? I had no other reſource, there. 
fore did not heſitate to follow what was 
perfectly to my taſte. I deſpiſe public 
opinion. The future never perplexes me 
an inſtant: I live for the preſent, my 
days elapſing i in eaſy indifference. My 
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neither altered her manners or way of 
thinking ;| and as it is the height of de- 
pravation to find happineſs in the boſom 
of vice, 1 did not ſeek to reclaim 
Theres from het lübertiniſm, being 
convinced that all efforts were uſe- 
leſs to re-animate in her ſentiments 
which ſhe took pleaſure in ſtifling. I 


her ironically chat I admired che ſub- 
limity of her philoſophy, which could 


make her find pleaſure in a ſtate ſubject 
bay Gs. _—_ eng! She.defired 


, 5 5 * 
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ſatisſied her; the HR as fol- 
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1100 ener cd after thy quarrel with 
the officer, my taſte for pleaſure; wien 


daily ſtrengthened; made me inereaſe 


the number of my favourites —eitizens, 


military men, all were welcome: and as 


my heart had nothing to do in theſe 
connections, I left my lovers as eaſily 
as I received them. My uncle at length 
diſcovered my amorous intrigues; he 
has been' a foldier, and therefore deli- 
cate on the point of hônour! He re- 
proached me in the harſheſt miatines; 
threatening to confine me. Theſt 
menaces did not deter me: T continued 
my frolicks, täking A more care 
to appearances, 

N 2 "Me 
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ſince our ſeparation, in which having 
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My k uncle deceived by this beha- 

e eee favolirably of 

me, when one day that I imagined-him 


fafe for the whole afternoon he returned 


for ſome papers which he had forgotten, 
up to my rm, where: he caught me 
_ giving a leſſon leſs ee 


one of mann Gi il. 


FI. * „ 
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* « Thou mth judge the effe& this 
apparition, had on myſelf and my young 
loyer. The ſhiverings of fear ſucceeded 
the warmth of love, and we remained 


2 5 
LY 


ſpeechleſs and petrified, My uncle in 
the greateſt rage flew. at me, and broke 
; his Cane on my back, at the |; ſame 


time loading me with invectives ; after 
which he locked. me. in my own apart- 


ment, and conduRad his pupil, into that 


AT nd | where 


SIS. 
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where thou waſt confined, though from 
another cauſe. The next day my uncle 
put me into a coach, with my clothes, 
and conducted me to the convent where 
they confine women who have preferred 
pleaſure to what they call virtue. I re- 
mained fix months in this priſon; del 
prived of all that could amuſe me, and 
at length became furious, ſo that had 1 
not been watched I ſhould have put my- 
ſelf to death. At length 1 began to 
conſider rage as fruitleſs, and reſolved 
to examine whether it would not be 
poſſible to eſcape from my priſon.— 
I n order to be leſs watched, I affected 
an air of tranquillity, and appeared re- 
ym to my fate. ot ee e 


* \ 


« F gained the "favour of a nun who. 
had the care of the linen, aſſiſting her 


—— — 
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in her labours, and frequently, accom- 
panying her into the garret. I remarked 
that the roof of the convent was nearly 


contiguous in this part to a neighbour- 


ing hovſe, and that it was poſſible to 


ſlide from one of the garret windows to 
db ref ageininggn d ahi nba. l. 


determined to eſcape. The enterprize 
as difficult ſor a woman, but I deter- 


mined to hazard all to deliver myſelf 
from this odious ſlavery. my impatience 
not ſuffering me to defer my bold pro- 
ject longer than the following night, 
On leaving the garret with the nun 1 
pretended to lock the door, but took 
care not to turn the key, that it might 


be ready open for my eſcape. 


When I thought every one through- 


77 dreſſeq 
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drefſed myſelf, and making up a ſmall 


| bundle of clothes, gainedithe garret with 


as little noiſe as poſſible; there ſummons 
ing all my courage, I got: upon the win 


dow-ſeat, and placing my feet on the 


edge of the roof, lid ſafely to the neighs 


bouring houſe. I ſoon gained the trap- 


| door, and leaped joyfully into the loft; 
pulling my bundle after me, to 1 
1 E tied a e | (31 ese 
Until now eee ee en 
but eſcaping, but I had ſtill a greater 
difficulty to ſurmount, which was, how. 


to get out of the houſe where 1 nom 


was, before my flight was diſcovered at 
the con vent: for they would doubtleſs 


ſoon find that I eſcaped from the garret, 


and in conſequence ſearch the neigh- 


bouring houſes: Determined to hazard 
| | We all, 


4 © | F. x * 
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all, 1 ventured forward, Mi friinitety 
Jad che inner door of the loft open. 
| After deſcending a few ſtairs, I reached 
2 door through which I diſcovered ſome 
; light z and looking through the key-hole 
| I perecived a young man reading,— 
Charmed with this rencontre, and con- 
3} Finced that a young man would have 
more compaſſion on me than a woman, 
1 rapped gently at the door. He roſe 
and opened it, gaping at me with the 
utmoſt ſurprize. Sir, ſaid 1. have 
| pity on an unhappy girl who” wiſhes to 
deliver herfelf from an unjuſt captivity, 
and | deign to aſſiſt my eſcape from this 

ou e before my flight i is diſeovered — 
Be aſſured, Mademoiſelle,” replied he, 
Gr chat 1 am 200 ready to oblige the fair 
tex, particularly when ;{o- amiable as: 


yourſelf, not to render you every ſervice 
15 


in 
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in my power.”—The young man ey | 
led me into his apartment, carefully 
locking the door. I related to him the 
means I had uſed to eſcape : by grand 
my courage, informing me that the 
houſe, where I now was mee | 
to a lawyer, whoſe clerk he was; that 
it was impoſſible for him to let me out 
at that time, as his patron always took 
up the key of the ſtreet door to his 
chamber for the night: But,” added 
he, fear nothing: no one will ſeek you 
here: to-morrow we will deviſe means © 
to facilitate your departure.'—Heaccom- 


panied theſe words with ſome gallantries 
which gave me room to ſurmize I did 
not diſpleaſe him. I leave thee to gueſs 
whether I was ſorry to find him in theſe 
ſentiments : he was the firſt man that I 
had ſeen for fix wonths, and Dupre 


ts * 


(which 
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——— had every reaſon 
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ende the GUTTER: Dupre hid me in a 
eloſet; then went to proeure information 
andi prepare matters for! my departure. 
Heireturned ſomne hours after: All is 
as well as you could wiſh,” ſaid he; 
but your flight has made a great noiſe. 
The portreſs has been this morning to 
inform my maſter of the circumſtance, 
but does not ſurmize which way you 
eſcaped; They imagine that you had 
aſſiſtance, ho helped you to ſcale the 
garden wall. I have brought, conti- 
nued he, © ſome! men's clothes which 
uill completely diſguiſe you, and in the 
evening will conduct you to the houſe 
of one of my friends, where you may 
remain cuncatia «till convenient! to 
— 
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Bepart. I embraced Dupre, thanking 
him for His zeal. He gave me ſome 
proviſions he had procured, and after a 
ſhort converſation left un; in order to 


— enn: em ne 
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In the euenüng Dunn came accord- 
ing to his promiſe, and after dreſſing me 
in men's clothes we deſcended the ſtair- 


caſe, - It was fortunate that I was diſ- 
guiſed, for we had hardly reached the 


bottom when the lawyer opened the 


door of his ſtudy.  I'was-not confuſed, 


but- politely bowed to him: — he an- 


ſwered my ſalutation, taking me for a 


friend of the clerk's. Arrived in the 
ſtreet, we laughed heartily at the law- 
yer's miſtake. The friend of Dupre 
expected us, and received me with great 
kindneſs. He was a ſerjeant to the 

35 =: 


| paſſed a fortnight with this new hot, 
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court of judicature: had been a widower 


yet-young,—and of a paſſable figure. I 


and as thou knoweſt my humour, thou 
mayeſt eaſily gueſs that I was not more 
cruel to him than to the lawyer's clerk. 


> I at firlt thought that my uncle 
would forgive and again receive me, 
and for that purpoſe wrote him a very | 
- pathetic letter, in which -I made the 
: fineſt proteſtation, but without effect. 
Dupre informed me, that M. Severe 

was more exaſperated againſt. me than 
ever, and had ſworn that could he diſ- 
cover my retreat he would take care to 
place me where I ſhould never eſcape 
ami ub Vite 
n Seeing 


Py 
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* Seeing I had nothing to expect but 
diſagreeable conſequences in my own 
country, I determined to repair to Paris, 
where I knew that a pretty girl could 
never want reſources: for ſafety during f 
my journey, I : reſolved to keep on my 
men's elothes. Dupre and his friend gave 
me ſome money, and accompanied me 
x ſhort diſtance out of the city, where 
ED 8 ind. 
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0 1 walked near half the way, when 
finding myſelf much fatigued, I Was 
obliged to takt the diligence. It con- 
tained a prieſt, an old woman and her 
daughter, and an officer decorated with 
the eroſs of St. Louis. I mingled very 
little in the converſation for fear of my 
diſguiſe” being : diſcovered. ' At night 
Vor. I, V 


been ſo favourable to me, you doubtleſs 
will not have the cruelty to inſiſt on my 
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the officer and myſelf were put into an 
apartment with two beds; I waited until 


he undreſſed, fearful of his diſcovering 
my ſex, and being greatly fatigued ſoon 


fell aſleep. In the middle of the night 


he got up on ſome neceſſary occaſion, 
and having drank rather too freely in 
the evening, on his. return to bed miſ- 
took and entered mine. Endeavouring 
to lay down, he placed one of his hands 
on my boſom. I inſtantly awoke in the 


utmoſt alarm, giving a cry of fear, The 


officer had however diſcovered my ſex. 
Pardon, Mademoiſelle,” ſaid he, a 


miſtake of which I notwithſtanding muſt 


congratulate myſelf: fince chanee has 


retiring.' Av firſt Edetermined to affect 
virtue, but the officer was ſo eloquent 
| 3 | and 


* 
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and uſed ſo many prayers and careſſes, 
that 15 could not find in my heart c 


- 


4 e reſolved to conceal our intelli- 
gence from the reſt of the company, I 
informed him that I had quirted my 
family on account of their inſiſting of 
marrying me to a man that I deteſted. 
He appeared to believe my recital, and 

we" performed the remainder of the 
journey very pleaſantly. Arrived at 
Paris, we alighted at the ſame hotel, | 
where I re- aſſumed the habit of my fex. 
We lived together for three months, ; 
during which my lover let me want for 
nothing, procuring me all the pleaſures 
could deſire; but my unlucky ſtar 
would not long permit me to en} joy fuctr 
happineſs. | 
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The officer was out part of eyery 
day, to tranſact bufineſs that had brought 
him.to Paris. He had a ſervant who 
was a tall well-made fellow, and had 
taken my fancy at firſt ſight. La Roſe 
| ſoon perceived that I looked on him 
with kindneſs; and one day when we 
were alone made me a very laconic de- 
claration, which he accompanied with 
ſuch lively careſſes, that I had not time 
to repulſe him. Indeed Monſieur La 
Roſe ſeemed accuſtomed: to ſuch attacks, 
and it would have been but loſt time to 
make ** angry with . 


« La Roſe was too much t to my taſte 
for me not to profit by his maſter” s fre- 
quent abſence; but it was ſurely de- 
creed that I ſhould ever be the victim 
of wy denn. One day my officer 
I | returned 
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returned ſooner than expected, entered 
my apartment, and diſcovered La Rofe 
ſeated by me; while I, on my part, was 

willingly receiving his carefſes. He did 
| not make us a ſingle reproach, but re- 
tiring, ſhut the door after him with the 
greateſt compoſure. He "mln 
ordered all Kis effects to be moved to 
another hotel, diſcharged his ſervant, 
and abandoned me to my unlucky deſ- 
tiny. Neceſſity ſoon obliged me to have 
recourſe to the profeſſion I now follow. 
At firſt I felt it diſagreeable to take 
money for what 1 formerly beſtowed _ 
with ſuch freedom ; but by little and 
little I have reduced it to a ſyſtem, and 
have at length perfectly conciliated 1 
intereſt and inclination.” | 
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The recital of Thereſa only Givi to 
confirm me in the opinion ] held of 
her. I therefore made no reflections on 
her adventures, looking on her as at- 
_ tacked with a deſperate and incurable 
malady, on whickt all advice was fruit- 
leſs. I gave her ſome money, and pre- 
tending that my buſineſs would not per- 
mit my longer ſtay, left this deſpicable 
creature, reſolved to viſit her no more, | 
though ſhe ſtrongly entreated me. 


CHAP. N 
by» WEI love. 


I Had been about two years with M. 
de Landrimont, when his daughter 


Adelaide left the convent. 1 had often 
heard 


At 


heard of the beauty and merit of this 
lady, but how far were theſe panegyrics 
below the reality. Figure to yourſelf 
an aſſemblage of all that nature has moſt 
perfect, and yet your idea will fall far 
ſhort of Adelaide; neither can I under- 


take to do juſtice to her portrait, there« 


fore muſt content myſelf with deſcribing 
the particular character of her beauty. 
Mademoiſelle de Landrimont was near 
eighteen ;——her hair of a bright cheſ- 
nut, —her noſe aquiline, —her eyes an 
azure blue, —her height above the mid- 
dle ſize, and admirably formed love 
had made the lilies predominant over 
the roſes of her countenance ; — her 
features were more attractive than ani- 
mated, bearing that expreſſion of good- 
neſs, mildneſs, and ſenſibility, which 


| ſtamps an ineſtimable price on beauty: 


N 4 in 
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in ſhort, her ſoul ſhone in her eyes, and 
beſpoke virtues yet . than her 
perſonal charms. 


The firſt time I 45 Mademoiſelle de 
Landrimont 1 experienced an extraordi- 
nary emotion; my eyes were clouded, 
my heart beat with extreme violence; 
in ſhort, all my ſenſes were in the ut- 
moſt perturbation. This firſt impreſſion 
was ſpeedily changed into a lively affec- 
tion, and I loved Adelaide even before 
1 was myſelf aware of it. | 


Some months elapſed, and my love, 
inſtead of diminiſhing, took daily deeper 
root. Adelaide treated me with kind- 
neſs, frequently diſcourſing with me on 
tracts of hiſtory and geopraphy. Made- 
moiſelle de Landrimont was thoroughly 

verſed 


Jad 
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verſed in theſe ſciences; and the reflec- 

tions with which ſhe accompanied her 
remarks were ſo juſt that I could not 


but admire the wiſdom and extent of a 


her r underſtanding, 


Love is clear-ſighted, and haſtily 
ſnatches at whatever can augment its 
hopes. I imagined that I was not dif. 
pleafing to Adelaide: frequently I found 


her looking at me, and when our eyes 
met, hers were inſtantly caſt down, and 


her face covered with bluſhes. Theſe 
flattering prognoſtics gave me the ut- 
moſt joy. Is it poſſible, thought J, that 
I can have inſpired that charming erea- 


ture with ſentiments ſimilar to what I 
experience; and that the ſympathetic 
attraction which has acted ſo powerfully | 
on me, ſhould have the fame effect on 


1 her? 
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her? Madman that I am, ought I to 
wiſh it? Shall I ſeek to. ſeduce the 
daughter of my benefactor? for the diſ- 
proportion between our births can ne- 
ver permit me to form legitimate views 
on her heart. This laſt idea made me re- 
flect ſeriouſly on the facility with which 
I had given way to an affection which 
honour forbad, and that could not be 
otherwiſe to me than a ſource of ſorrow. 
J reſolved to uſe my utmoſt endeavours 
to ſtifle it, but knew not how to effect 
it. I ſaw Adelaide daily, and every 
day diſcovered freſh charms, and new 
accompliſhments. I ſoon felt that rea- 
ſon is but a feeble aſſiſtant againſt a 
paſſion which is ſtrongly rooted ; and my 
efforts to withdraw the arrow which 
pierced my heart but plunged it deeper. 


As 


. 


As I underſtood Italian tolerably, M. 
de Landrimont deſired me to give ſome 
| lefſons to his daughter. I endeavoured 
to conceal the pleaſure this propoſal 


gave me, and the next day began my 


inſtructions. I had the happineſs to be 
alone with Adelaide, who expreſſed the 
utmoſt ardour to learn. When we came 
to the conjugations, I made her repeat 


ſeveral times the verb love. She 


penetrated my intention, and the idea 
coloured her cheeks with ſcarlet. This 
amiable modeſty ſunk to the bottom of 


my ſoul, and giving way to the violence 


of the ſentiment which animated me, I 
faid, How happy ſhould I be, charm- 
ing Adelaide, if at this' moment your 
heart agreed with your lips.” Made- 
moiſelle de Landrimont bluſhed afreſh, 
and caſting down her fine eyes, anſwered, 

N 6 « Sincerity 
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« Sincerity, and frankneſs are n 


which 1 ever prized but you doubtleſs 


forget that I am only repeating a leſſon.” 


Though the manner in which Made- 
moiſelle de Landrimont pronounced 
theſe words had. nothing ſevere in it, 


yet it commanded ſilence, and I did not 
dare hazard further explanation. The 


following days Adelaide appeared more 


reſerved, though without. coldneſs ; ſhe 


was no longer ſo free before me, reſtrain- 
ing that enchanting mirth and attractive 
familiarity which ſo greatly charmed me. 
The idea of having diſpleaſed Adelaide 
cauſed me ſuch ſincere grief, that it 


manifeſted itſelf on my countenance,— 
Mademoiſelle de Landrimont gueſſed 
| the cauſe of my ſorrow, and appeared 
touched with compaſſion : by little and 


little 
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little ſhe re- aſſumed her natural manners; 
nay, I even thought that 1 could read in 
her eyes an expreſſion of tenderneſs 
which I had never before diſcovered. 
This happy change reſtored my galety, 
and I gave way without reſerve to the 
delightful hope of gaining the heart of 
Adelaide. | 


M. de Landrimont had a country- 
houſe about three leagues from Paris, 
where we uſually paſſed ſome time in 
fine weather :—hunting and fiſhing were 
a part of our amuſements.— Fre- 
quently in our walks Adelaide accepted 
my arm ; then I would not have changed 
ſituations with the moſt puiſſant monarch. 
We converſed on the beauties of nature, 
and the pleaſures of a country life. 
Mademoiſelle de Landri mont was of a 
ſerious 
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ſerious diſpoſition ; the noiſy pleaſures 
of the capital poſſeſſed no attraction for 
her; ſhe. loved a fedentary life, and 
uſually employed great part of her time 
in reading. | 


One day that we were hunting the 


5 ſtag, and Adelaide was of the party, her 


horſe, which was vicious, ſet off full 
ſpeed with her, all her efforts to ſtop 
him being fruitleſs. Alarmed at her 
danger, I puſhed mine, which was 
ſtrong, ta the utmoſt to overtake her. 
It was time,—Adelaide” s foot was al- 
ready out of the ſtirrup, and ſhe on the 
point of falling. The bridle hung looſe, 
being torn from her hand ; I was fortu- 
nate enough to ſeize it and ſtop him: 
alighting, I lifted her down in my arms, 
and * her on the graſs, endea- 


voured 
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voured to baniſh her alarm. The com- 
pany ſoon joined us; all praiſed my 
courage. M. de Landrimont embraced 
me, ſaying, My dear Lanſon, what 
obligations do I owe you! You have 
ſaved the life of my daughter, depend 
on my gratitude.” —* Sir,”* replied I, 
© how can you ſpeak of gratitude to one 
who owes you every thing. I have done 
no more than diſcharge a ſacred duty, 
and am averpaid by the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing Mademoiſelle de Landrimont in 
ſafety.” 


This accident put a ſtop to the chace z 
the fright af Adelaide made us fearful 
ofthe conſequences, and the whole 
company -returned to the caſtle. A 
ſurgeon was ſent for, who bled her, after F 
which ſhe retized to bed. On quitting 

. the 
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the apartment ſhe gave me a look that 
amply teſtified how ſenſible ſhe was of 
the ſervice I had rendered her. 
{SINE SO in 1 332 | 
The next day Adelaide was quite well. 
I ſeized a moment we were left alone to 
_ enquire after her health. Thanks to 
| you,” ſaid the, © it is perfectly good: 
I owe you my life, Lanſon; —how can 
1 repay fo great an obligation? Ah, 


_ madam,” replied I, can you ſpeak of 


obligation to one who would ſhed the 
laſt drop of his blood in your ſervice, 
and only wiſhes for opportunities to 
ſhew his ſincerity. “ I have not been 

until now,” ſaid Adelaide, ce without 
_ diſcovering the beauties, of your mind 
and  generofity ! * — “ Tour opinion, 
charming Adelaide, flatters me more 
than that of any other perſon: 'tis 
Fr; NIN e arri 


rn . 
happineſs to be eſteemed by you, even 
when forbid to indulge a more tender 
paſſion.“ | dt 


J 


I feared to have ſaid too much, and 
remained ſilent, with my eyes fixed on 
the ground.“ You are too diffident, 
Lanſon,” replied ſne, „when we re- 
unite the qualities of the heart and mind, 
there is nothing but what we may aſpire 
to. Theſe words tranſported me 
with joy. « What,” exclaimed I, is 
it poſſible that Mademoiſelle de Landri- 
mont aſſures me, that I may raiſe my 
hopes even to her?—Ah, no; 1 deceive 
myſelf; heaven never made me for fuch 
happineſs : I feel but too ſtrongly how 
far birth and fortune have placed me 
beneath you. Did I even re-unite thoſe 
advantages, how could I flatter myfelf 
| Vith 


a2. THE FRENCH 


with having made an impreſſion on ſo 


much beauty and merit?“ -“ A happy 


prepoſſeſſion in my favour makes you 
| exaggerate my qualities. I feel ſuf- 
ficiently how much I want to attain that 

degree of perfection you ſuppoſe me to 
| poſſeſs, However, I am ſenſible of 
; merit, and flatter myſelf with being ſuſ- 
ceptible and grateful ; perhaps my heart 
is too much ſo,” 


17 In ſaying theſe words a ſigh eſcaped 
her. I could not calm my tranſport ; 
but throwing myſelf at her feet, © Com- 
pleat, charming Adelaide,” cried T, 
this happy ſenſibility; can it be di- 
rected to me? Is it poſſible that your. 
heart ſhould feel a reciprocal. tender- 
neſs? Speak, and make me the hap- 
pint. of men.” —* If I only liſtened to 

my 
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my duty,” - ſaid ſhe, © I ſhould cer- 
tainly beware how I ſuffered you to read 
the ſentiments of my heart; but I ſeek 
to deceive myſelf, and give way to love, 
when I only thought to expreſs grati- 


tude,—Yes, Lanſon, it is but too true 


that I love you: a ſecret charm, a pow- 
erful ſympathy attached me to you the 
firſt moment we met. I uſed my ut- 
molt efforts to ſtop the progreſs of this 
riſing paſſion: but, alas! how difficult 
is it to ſtifle love when its object is per- 
petually with us. I ſoon diſcovered that 
I had inſpired you with the ſame ſenti- 
ments, a diſcovery that cauſed mne at 
once; joy and fear: for if my heart was 
ſatisfied, my virtue was alarmed. I re- 
ſolved to aſſume ſo much reſerve in my 
conduct, that it ſhould be impoſſible for 
you to diſcover the impreſſion you had 

| made 


284 THE FRENCH 

made on me: but my eyes betrayed me, 
and have no doubt long ſince informed 
you what my lips but now confirm.— 
Notwithſtanding, T ſhould never have 
declared myſelf, but carefully concealed 
within my own heart thoſe ſentiments 
which may perhaps cauſe the unhappi- 
neſs of my life, if the event of yeſter- 
day, by giving you an eternal claim on 
my gratitude, had not in ſome meaſure 
juſtified my tenderneſs. You ſaved me 
from the greateſt danger, Lanſon ; z It 
has given you a precious title in the 
eyes of my father ; but, alas! I fear that 
will not be ſufficient : my father, with a 


115 good and feeling heart, poſſeſſes all the 


| prejudices of his rank; entertaining ſo 
high an opinion of his nobility, that he 
does not even ſuſpect that one of infe- 
rior birth could aſpire to my heart: 
N | . 


« 


GIL. DLAK . > 285 


this is mh he ſo frequently n you 
with me alone, the difference of birth 
making him forget that of ſex: he has 
not even an idea that I could be ſenſible. 
of an affection. for you. Such is the 
diſpoſition. « of my father, he loves. me 
tenderly, he alſo eſteems you; but be 
aſſured, ſhould - he diſcover that our 
hearts had any thing to do in our friendly | 
intercourſe we ſhould both experience 
the effects of his reſentment. Thus- 
you ſee, Lanſon,” continued Adelaide, 
« that we cannot expect any happy iſſue 
to our loves: an odious prejudice raiſes 
an inſurmountable bar between us; for 
you know me ſufficiently to; be aſſured 
that tenderneſs will never lead me to 


act n to duty and virtue.” _ 


+ 1 
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The conclafion of Mademoiſelle * 
Landrimont's ſpeech rather diminiſhed 
the joy I had experienced from the tender 
confeſſion the firſt made. · My beloved 
Adelaide, replied I, ( though your affec- 
tion is tq me ineſtimable, your tranquil- 
lity is yet dearer than my life, and to aſſure 
which there i — — that I would not 
ſubmit to. Ves, if you command it, I 
am ready to leave this houfe, which the 
benevolence of your father has rendered 
dear and happy, where I enjoy the in- 
expreſſible pleaſure of perpetually ſee- 
ing you. Far from hence, 1 will go 
and drag out the remainder of a life 
which 1 ſhall hourly wiſh concluded. 
Speak, you have long been miſtreſs of 
my fate: the greateſt ſacrifices are but 
faint tributes of my affection. But to 
ceaſe to love you, Adelaide, would be a 
fruitleſs 


* 
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fruitleſs effort it is a part of my exiſt- 
ence, and can only terminate with my 
life.) If I could doubt the purity of 
your ſentiments, replied ſhe, © this 
generous avowal would-be fufficrent to 
convince me. Alas, Lanſon, conti 
nued ſhe, tenderly, though my reaſon 
ſhould force my lips to command you to 
leave me, my heart would have no ſhare' 
in the order.” —* Well then,“ replied 
I, « I will remain, till to enjoy the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you; our hearts ſhall- 
continue in the moſt perfect union, and 
time may perhaps bring ſome happy 
change: at leaſt, let me give way to 
hope, though it ſhould deceive me; it 
conſtitutes my happineſs: —if ſome 
fatal ſtroke ſhould ſeparate us, I wilt 
live on the paſt; and the remembrance 
of 


% 
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of former felicity ſhall enable me to 
| uren _—— miſery.” | | 

. 1 kiſſed the hand of - Adelaide, which 
ſhe gave me without reſerye, ſwearing 
to each other eternal love, and agreeing 
to behave in ſuch a manner that M. de 
Landrimont ſhould not remark our mu- 
tual affection. We lived thus for near a 
year in the moſt perfect union, time 
only ſtrengthening the bonds which 
united 3 r 


| True bi is reſpectful, and can com- 
mand itſelf : when I was with: Adelaide, 
and my hand preſſed hers, or that her 
beautiful lips gave me an aſſurance of 
her tenderneſs, I was at the height _ 
my wiſhes, my deſires went no further. 
The reader may perhaps be ſurprized at 
N fuch 
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fuch reſerve, when he recollecs my 


conduct in the early part of my life; | 
but this apparent contradiction is not 
hard to explain. Man changes with 
time and circumſtance. In my early 
youth, my ſenſes, (to uſe the expreſ- 


ſion,) had outrun my heart. The firſt 
had been developed before the ſenſibility 


of the latter had ever been awakened: 
thus the voice of paſſion retarding the 
progreſs of . reaſon. N connection | : 
with Thereſa was merely a lapſe of the 
ſenſes, and the enthuſiaſm of a momen- _ 
tary paſſion. Neither did; ſhe merit to 


be otherwiſe beloved.—Roſette, by her 


candour and irinocence, had doubtleſs 


ſome claim on my heart, but ſhe wanted 
education. Her birth-and rank in life 
did not inſpire me with ſufficient re- 
ſpect for her. This ſecond attachment 
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ferent kind: eſteem and reſpect were 
the bafis.;—honour its principle and 
aliment. - Nature, if I may uſe the ex- 
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as, therefore, rather a heat of the 


f ac than a, tender inclination of the 


heart; and enjoyment, by extinguiſhing 
my deſires, had deſtroyed the faſcina- 
ting colours in which my lively imagi- 
nation had n.. to. eee whe 


eee Wed, ep. 
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moiſelle Landrimont was of a very dif- 


tions, were conformable, We had ar 


once experienced the ſorce of that irre- 
fiſtible ſympathy; which attracts hearts 
nt firſt fight, and unites them do eneh 


other _ indiſſoluble bonds. 9 1 Or 
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I che empire of deny! is univerſal, 
it is particularly ſo at Paris, that NO 


of gallantry, and abode of its moſt 0 


latis-kdmirers. The charms of Made: 
moifalle de Landrimont did not fail to 
be known in the capital, and ſoon. the 
had a numerous levee of ſuitors, eaget 
to gain tlie wiſhed- for preference. This 
homage at firft flattered my vanity, but 
jealouſy inſenſibly crept into my beart. 
That paſſion, ſo contrary to reaſon, is, 
notwithſtanding, what man can "leaſt 
reſiſt, and is the conſtant companion 
and torment of love; it wafters thoſe 
who give uy to it, leading them to 
9 o ©" 1 00 


commit the greateſt exceſſes, without 
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their being able to exculpate themſelves 
even in their own eyes. 

I became melancholy and thoughtful. 
Adelaide perceived the ſtate. of my 


mind.—*. Lanſon,” ſaid ſhe, © what i is 


the cauſe of that uneaſineſs which reigns 
on your features? Have you any ſecret 
trouble? Speak; do not fear to reveal 
it to your friend?“ My dear Ade- 
laide,” replied I, what can be wanting 
to my happineſs, when you love met 
My heart would be unworthy yours, 


could it wiſh for more; but tis the 


future that alarms me, 1 dread the 


moment which may ſeparate us. Per- 
haps that horrid time is not ſo. diſtant 
as we imagine. —In ſhort, may I dare 


tell you, I fear the admiration of the 
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| croud that ſurround you ſhould diminiſh 
'the tenderneſs that you have vowed to 
me. —* Is it poſſible you can form ſuch 
injurious ſuſpicions ?*' replied ſne. Ah, 
Lanſon, you little know my heart. I 
feel I ſhall never love another.“ 
« But;” interrupted I, © if your father 
obliges you to receive the homage of 
one of theſe lovers, what if he forces 
you to accept him?” — Alas, I my- 
ſelf dread that fatal moment, and ba- 

niſh as much as poſſible the idea; but 
if my father inſiſts on giving my hand 
to another, my determination is fixed: 
I will bury myſelf in a convent.” — 
« Do not imagine he will leave you that 
melancholy reſource ; you-are bis only 
daughter; he has doubtleſs great views 
for you, and will not ſuffer his hopes to 
be thus fruſtrated. No, Adelaide, he 


03 never 


N 


294 THE PR rc * 


never will / permit you to become à nn; | 
pou wil de obliged te ſubmĩt to his 

vill, and'your unhappy lover will die 
with deſpair to fee you in the arms of 
| Hnother,=* Baniſh fuck fatal ideas,” 
faid Adelaide, * and do not let us anti- 
eipate the future by cruel preſentimgts. 
I ſwear to you, my dear Lanſon, never 
to love another; and let this kiſs be the 
pledge of an affection which ſhall, anly 
conclude with my life. 

10 Faying theſe | wth Aides ap- 
proached her lips to mine. This favour, 
© which was unexpected, tranſported te; 
my lips were glued to choſt of Ade- 
laide: I was almoſt dead wit olealure 
None but thoſe who have ttuty loved 
rah eftimate the price of the fiſt kiſs 
of love, Wen by a virtuous woman as 

INT. | a reward 
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a reward bf 'reſpeftfut tenderneſs.” Far 
from exciting in us rhoſe tumultuous 
fenfations which maſter the fenſes, it is 
a ſacred atop, which inundates the 
heart with a multitude” of delightful 
ſenſations; exalts rhe ſoul, and enertaſes 
its' energy. Such is the difference be- 
tweeen 4 vituous attachment, and thoſe. 
paſſions founded on the ſenſes, which 
are kindled by defire, and Pn | 
by e FELL ON 


1 have been the moſt TR 
and ungrateful of mankind if after tik 
charming aſſurance Adelaide had given : 
me of her tenderneſs, I could have 
doubted her affection. We reſolved to | 
wait patiently, to continue to love each 

Thong, and leave ry ren to fate. l 
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Some weeks had elapſed ſince this 
ene converſation, without any 
thing troubling the pleaſure of our 
union. One morning, when M. de 
Landrimont was out, I vent down to 
the ſaloon where Adelaide fat at work. 
I entered without her ſeeing me, and 
was on the point of ſurprizing her by 
ſome little trick, when. I diſcovered the 
was in tears. —““ What is the matter, 
my beloved Adelaide,” ſaid I, in the 
utmoſt alarm, « what can occaſion you 
$0, ſhed-thoſe precious tears? — Alas, 
my dear Lanſon,” anſwered the, * what 
we feared is come. to paſs, Yeſterday 
my father, after tenderly embracing me, 
ſaid, © My dear daughter, I have not 
waited until now without thinking of 
thy future eſtabliſhment. 1 have not 
mentioned it to thee before, as I well 
know 
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know that a girl of thy birth and pru- 
dence has no will but that of her pa- 
rents: thy natural good qualities and 
education are to me ſure warrants of 
thy ſubmiſſion. Neither can'ſt thou 
fail to approve my choice, the perſon 
I deſign thee being perfectly worthy in 
every reſpe&; is the ſon of one of my 
moſt intimate friends, an old companion 
in arms; and arrived yeſterday from his 
travels: I have juſt ſeen him, and am 
perfectly fatisfied with his appearance 
and manners. To-morrow he will be 
preſented to thee by his father: I doubt 
not that thou wilt receive him with kind - 
neſs, as by my conſent thou muſt loox 
on him as thy future huſband. - Vou 
may judge, Lanſon, (continued Ade- 
laide,) what effect my father's diſcourſe 
had oo me. I was for ſome minutes 

er unable 
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unable to reply; at length I made an 
effort to conquer myſelſ. and coneealiag 
my emotion, I teſtified how much I was. 
chat I was-averſe to marriage, entreatel 
him to ſuffer me for ſome: years longer 
to enjoy my liberty, and remain witk 
him. He treated theſe; reaſon as the 
ſeruples of a young perſon unwilling t 
engage in bands With one unknown. 
quitting me, ſaying, chat When I had 
due, pigs I fhovid 
fobn change may: opinibn.— This, Lane 
fon, 48 what has paſſed. Tou how 
make, my miſery is hut too certain. 
— Tears choaked RO pre- 
yented ber nne fo 14 „bin + 
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4 During thisirecitali of Adehaide's, I 
had remained motionleſs. A cold ſweat 
over=nin-my limbs; and a tfiguſand 
idras each more melancholy than the 
other, nrofented themſelyes to my tor- 
tired / imagination and oppreſſed my 
heard ſs violent j that it almoft ceaſed to 
bear. At length, recovering from my 
ſtupor, a torrent of tears burſt from my 
eres Alas; then, Adelaide,“ en- 
claimed I 44 we! muſt part. F muſt 


for never can I witneſs the aſſiduities f 


your new lover, or fee the preparations parati 
for an union which is ta depeive me of 


ſpare myſeif ſo diſtracting a ſpectacle, 4 
and, buried in the gloam of fome dev 
ſert, wait, in al all the | horrors of deſpair, 
the moment when benen n deliver 
mug 1 [RL LAT ö e 
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me from a fe which vill reien fie A 
burthen.” —* Moderate your grief; my 
friend, faid Adethide; “taking my 
band, do you forget how dear you are 
| to me? To prove it, I am ready to 
ſuffer all, meet even, if neceflary, the 
anger of my father. Stay then / near me, 
your - preſence will inſpire me with 
ſtrength and courage. I vill put off. as 
much as poſſible this fatal marriage, 
and teſtify the greateſt averſion to the 
| huſband deſigned me. As my father is 
ignorant of our love, I ſhall appear · the 
leſs culpable, and you will have nothing 
to fear from his reſentment. I was on 
the point of anſwering Adelaide, when 
ſome company entered and broke off 
our converſati amn. 
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